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BILL,--INTERPRETATION ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; Hon. A. Love.
kin in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 36:
Horn. A. LOVEKIN: To meet the sugges-

tion made by the Minister last week1 though
I do not think it necessary, I move on amend-
m1et-

That after ''by" in line 1 the words
"inserting after the words 'Subsection 2'

inparagraph (c) the wards land Sub-
section 4' and is further amended by" be
inserted.
Amendmnent put and passed,
H-on. A. LOVEKIN: I move an anmend-

imet-

That in line 2 "'to" be struck out and
the word "after'' inserted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended,- agreed to.
Cilause 3-AMendmient of section 37:
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

do not understand the position regarding this
chit-se. I have a copy of the -Bill as moved
on the second reading, and also another copy
which differs from it.

Hon, A. Lovekin: There was a misprint
and it was corrected.

The MINISTER MOR EDUCATION:r The
hon, member cannot move the second reading
of a Bill and then substitute another Bill for
it. The alteration should be made iii Comn-
niittee.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: It was not rmy fault.
After the Bill was distributed, the error was
detected and attention was directed to it,
after which the printer made the correction..

The CHAIRMAN: The 19ill I hare isq the
one which passed the second reading.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: The change was made
before the second reading was passed.

The CHAITRMAN: The way out is for the
hon. member to move the amendment here.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
Wnent-

That in line 2 the words "this section'*
be struck out, and the words '"section
thirty-sven" inserted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 8.1? p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ELEC;TORAL_-SWEARING IN\ OF
ME'MBER.

The SPEAKER: I have received the re-
t-ra of writ for the Kalgoorlie electorate
by-election. From the endorsement thereon
it appears that Mr. James Cunningham has
been elected to serve that electorate in the
Assembly. I ant preparedI to swear in the
lhon. member.

Mr. Cunningham took and] subscribed the
oath, and signed the roll.

QUESTION-ROYAL CO-MMISSIONERS
ABROAD.

Mr. PICKCEING asked the Premier: 1.
What Royal Commissions during the past
nine years have visited the Eastern States
in furtherance of their coannissionsY 2,
Were the commissioners paid whilst absent
from the State? 3, If so, what was the
amount paid per diemi to the chairman and
to the commissioners?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2 and 3: Pay,
ment was made in some instances. Particu-
lars are as follows: Agricultural Industry
Commissioni and Esperanee Lands Commis-
sion: Chairman, £3 3s. per day, memberss
£2 2s. per day, plus £E1 Is. per day travelliog
expenses. Collie Coal Commission: Chair-
man only, nil. State Children and Chakritiem
Commission: Allowance of £30 to Mr. S. Mi
Rocke for inquiries in New Zealand. Lunaej
Comfission: Members only, £2 2s. per day
plus £1. Is. per day travelling expenses. Rail-
war Commision: Sole Commissioner, £6 10s
per day (no travelling expenses). Forestry
Commission: Chairman only, nil.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the followinj
Bills:

1. Esperauce -Northward Railiay Erten.
Sian.

2. Dairy Industry,
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A NUAL ESTIMATES.
Report of Committee of Ways and Means

adopted.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX ACT 1922, AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
The PREMIER (LHon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northain) 12.381 in moving the second
reading said: Tin- House will realise that I
have no great desire to bring down another
amendment to the Act. When the amend-
meats from another place were before us I
inadvertently deceived the Committee in that
I said the insertion of the word ''net'' be-
fore "icoe in Clause 6, referring to the
super tax, had no meaning. The Minister in
another place, and the Taxation Commissioner
also, totd me it did not mean very much.
Since then T have learned that it may mean
a good deal. .It is not certain that the court
would interpret the amended clause as the
mover of the amendment in another place
would wish, but I think we ought to put it
beyond doubt. When an income derived
wholly or partly fron, dividends gets beyond
£227, it is treated as ordinary income. Thus
if a man had an income of £5,000 from
dividends and £5,000 from ordinary sources,
it would be treated as an income of £10,000,
and the rate applying, 4s. in the pound, would
be imposed over the whole of it. Then, of
course, the super tax of 15 per cent, would
be added to the amiount taxed on the basis
of the rate imfposed on the £10,000 income.
Deducted from, this anmoint would be the
amount paid as dividend duty. for nobody
pays twice, although everybody must pay pre-
cisely the same rate. The man who gets lis
income fron, dividends has less right to be
relieved than the mnan who earns his by per-
sonall exertion. To make this quite clear,
and in order that we may get the tax to
which we are entitled, I have brought down
this amending Bill to strike out the word
''net'' as inserted in Clause 6 in another
place. Thme result of this will be that the
taxpayer shall pay as the lawv provides, at
the rate set out ini the Act.

Hon. P. Collier: That is to say, on the
same basis as he has paid in the past.

The PREMIER: Exactly. I have thought
it my duty to the House- to make this ex-
planation and] have the matter set right. I
move--

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

LO0AN ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 30th November; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.

Vote-Departmental, £51,624:

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [2.47]: The
TLoan Estimates deal with a very large sumk

of money covering the whole of the ramifi-
Fations of the Government of the State. It
is so long since these Estimates were intro-
duced that the information supplied by the
1Prenier when introducing them has passed
more or less from the minds of members.
It is rather unfortunate with these Estimates,'
as with the Estimates of revenue and ex-
p'enditure, that six months of the financial
year should have expired before we are called

ulon to give consideration to them. Of the
sore of £4,000,000 provided in these Esti-
mates for the current year, I suppose half
the money has already been expended, and
very little differ-enee will be made to the
course of that expenditure by any remarks
which might be offered now. Still, the Conm-
mittee should take notice of the fact that we
are providing for the expenditure this year of
a huge sumn of money. Four millions in one
year, even though the money be expended on
essential development works, is a big expen-
diture for a population of 340,000 people to
embark upon, and the matter requires most
careful consideration. We cannot overlook
the fact that our loan expenditure in recent
years has been, mounting up very rapidly.
Our financial difficulty with regard to rev-.
enue expenditure is largely due to the great
sun, we have to provide every year by way
of interest and sinking fund. Ia 191[3 our
total indebtedness wvan £20,276,000. equal to
£86 per head of the population. Since that
time we have gone on increasing our indeht-
edlness until, at the end of June last, it tot-
alled £-54,977,000, equal to 187 per head
of the population. We might deduct the
anorat paid into sinking fund, £8,370,000,
which leaves the State with a net total en-
debitedness of £ 4 6 ,5 9 60 O a very large
amount indeed. The payments last year for
interest alone amounted to no less than

£E2,156,311. If to that we add the sinking
fund contribution of £281,000, we find that
the total payment for interest and sinking
fund combined for the year was 02,433,371.
That is a very large sum, for a comparatively
small population to find each year, and to
this is due the fact that the State is finan-
cilly emubarrassed. When this money is pro-
vided, A-e have very little left for the ordin-
ary exeenses, of government. If we add to
our total indebtedness another four million
pounds, the increase of interest and sinking
find wvill make oar difficulties much greater.
We all hope that the greater proportion of
this money w-ill be expended on reproductive
works, and that those people for whose bene-
fit it is being expended will be able to meet
the interest and sinking fund charge. We
could not justify the expenditure otherwise.
I have no doubt this result will be attained
in the course of two or three years. Cer-
tainly we cannot look for a direct return by
way of interest and sinking fund, or the full
amount of interest, during the first year or
two. The State has embarked, and I think
wisely, on a polity of land settlement, and
if we wish to make it a success, it will entail
the expenditure of a large sum of borrowed
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mtoney. However, I hope the Government
n-ill exercise the utmost economy and will
see so far as is humanly possible that the
money is expended in a direction which will
give a return of interest and other payments
at a very early date. The vital aspect of
the whole situation is that of increasing thle
population. Governments in years gone by
have indulged in loan expenditure to a very
great extent, and while the expenditure may
have been justified by the works undertaken,
our difficulties arise fronm the fact that thle
population has not increased at a propor-
tionate rate in order to carry thle added bur-
den of interest and sinking fund. The Sitate
would] have nothing to fear front borrowing
money pretty freely to carry out necessary
development works, provided the population
kept on increasing proportionately, so that we
had the additional taxpayers to bear the
adlded burden, but I ant afraid, and the fig-
ures available indicate, that we are aot in-
ci easing our population at thle rate thle aver-
age person believes we are, and certainly
not at a rate which it is desirable we should
maintain if we are to Continue expending
such sums as four million pounds in one year.
In 1920 the arrivals in Western Australia
numbered 29,930, and the departures 31,277,
ain excess of departures of 1,347. Tn thait
year assisted and nomninated immigrants
numbered 1,364, so that, allowing for these
people and the excess of departures over ar-
rivals, we actually lost population to thle
number of 2,714. It might be contended
that that was not a normal year, and that,
being only two years since the close of the
war, we bad not got back to normual condi-
tions. In 1921 arrivals numrbered 29,333,
and departures 29,306, an excess of arrivals
over departures of 27. In that year there
arrived assisted and nominated immigrants
numbering- 3,381; that is to say, in that year
we lost 3,354 people. Either of the 3,33;1
people w-ho arrived here, .3,354 left the State,
or elsa they take the place of other citizens
who left the State; the net result iris that
the State lost 3,354 people in. 192L. Taking
the 10 months of last yt'ar-T have not taken
thme other two months because, with the ap-
proach of Christmas, there is a considerable
movement of l-opulation East, and the fig-
ures would not be very reliable-thme arrivals
nuambered 25,497 and the departures 23,190,
an excess of arrivals over departures of
2,305. During the sauna period there arrived
nominated and assisted immigrants numnber-
ing 3,750.

The Preumier: They were included in the
other figures.

Hoin. P. COLLIER: Quite so; the other
ifig-ures include all arrivals and departures,
and the arrivals exceeded thle departures by
2,305.

The Premier: We wouild hare been in a
pretty mess without the immuigrants.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that. We have
been bringing in between 3,000 and 4,000
immigrants a year during the Inst three or
four years, but have rnt been gaining in

population. Had it not been for these im-
migrants, we should have actually gone back
in population.

Mr. Underwood: But the others mnight not
have left.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would not say that
Western Australians who have left the State
to go to the East hare been influenced in
their actions by the arrival of immigrants.

Mr. Underwood: Some of them have been
influenced.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I suppose that would
operate to some extent. It should not in-
flnence people in their departure from this
State if the policy were a sound one, and if
those who were brought here did not triter
into competition on the labour market with
those who were already here. During the first
12 months or so, according to the policy of
the Government, new arrivals going on the
land muit put in that time as wage earners
on the farms in order to gain experience. It
would seem that to the extent they work on
the fainas they displace many of those who
formerly gained employment in that direc*
tion.

Mr. Teesdale: Do they not mean extenlliag
the work on the farms?

Hon. 1P. COLLTER- That may be so. If
our agricultural industry is developed each
year to the extent that we can employ an
ailditional 2,000 or 4,000 persons, and further
acreage is brought unider cultivation, it would
follow that those already engaged in the in-
duatr -would not be displaced. I do not,
however, know that we hive been increasing
cultivation to that extent during the years I
hare quoted. Thle Premier said that the acre-
age under cultivation had increased last year
by 400,000 acres. We know that considerable
sums of money were advanced from the Agri-
cultural Bank last year to enable farmers to
place an increased area tinder cultivation. In
that way they should have been able to absor.b
the new arrivals without displaciag those al-
ready here. Notwithstanding that for the
first 10 months of lnst year, to the end of
October, 3,750 immigrants arrived in the
State, we actually lost 1,445 personS. If eur
immigration policy does oieatly influence thie
departure of our own citizens, there issoe
thing wrong.

The Premier:- And the policy wonld ino
quite useless.

Hon. P. COLLIER:. Yes. We should bie
piling up our indebtedness by borrnwia-
money to place people on the land, and at the
end of, say, three years, after spending ait
the rate of four millions a year, we shonldl
find our indebtedness increased by 12 millions
and still have the same population a-i if iwe
had not embarked upon the policy. [ hoei
the Premier will closely examine the fiswres
with the object of discovering the real caunsa
of the drift. During the past few years there
has been a considerable migration of N~'estcrn
Australians to the Epstern States. Only a
small proportion of the new arrivals have, I
think gone away; and if'that is so, ivc have
been losing those who have been resident in
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the State, and who by all the rules of the
business ought to have been our befl citizens.
The figures are disquieting, and we oeight to
endeavour to arrest the drift of our own
people to the Eastern States. If' we cnn hold
those who are already here, and still bring
in large numbers of new arrivals each year,
in a little while we should be able to con-
siderably add to our population. That is the
whole crux of the position. Unless we can
build up our own tiopulatiot, we cannot bring
about increased production. No matter how
much we spend, we can only increase produc-
tion by increasing the numbers of our popula-
tion. That is the object the Premier has in
view. If we do not increase our popula-
tion, and go on adding to our indebtedness,
in a few years we shall be in a more difficult
financial position than we are in at present.

Mr. Mann: The population has increased
by over 12,000 since 1918.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That was due to our
returning soldiers. We were merely getting
back those we had-lost. During the war our
population receded by about 12,000.

Mr. Mann:- We fell back fromt 333,000 to
327,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: After the war, in
1919, ire recovered that loss. That is why I
have not taken the figures further back than
1920. The figures 1 have quoted show a
position that is far from satisfactory. The
reason for the drift to the Eastera States isII think, that many of those who wvent to thle
war fromn Western Australia were young men
who had not previously been out of the State.
They saw something of the world while away,
and got a taste for travel. On their return
they naturally degired to see other parts of
Australia. Whilst they were away they
fraternised with mn from the other States,
and this too helped them in their rlsr±to
see the rest of Australia. I believe that many
of those who have lefr the Sfate for this
purpose fully intend to return here after

*they have had a took round. Every younrg
man likes to see something of other cunutries

Mr. Mullany: This should also apply in
the Eastern States, and numbers of young
men should want to see Western Australia.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is not the same
appeal from the bigger States to a State like
Western 4astralie. Most of those who went
to the war from the Eastern States saw Wes-
tern Australia on their way to the front.

Mr. Underwood: Many Western' Aus-
tralian soldiers originally came from the other
States, and on their return wanted to see
their old homes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is quite possible.
The Premier: The only part of the State

that has lost poultio is North-East Fre-mantle, where there arec so mayepty
houses.

Hon. W. C. Angir: T would like you to
find one empty house there.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If what I have sug-
gested does account for the drift to the
Eastern State;, it means that it will not be
a continuous drift. It will have been evi-
denced only during the year or two following
the close of the war, and will to a large
extent have ceased after that.

The Premier: We have not lost the popu-
lation at all. We only dropped it on the
census. We lost 18,000 on the last census.

Mr. Underwood: That does not affect the
arrivals and dlepartures.

The Premier: Yes, it does. I have gone
ito the matter. I ain trying to keep the

people here, and I believe they are here.
Hon. P. COLLIER: If they are here, tbe

figures do not show that to be the ease. The
Premier appears to be losing 259. per head
from the Commonwealth upon these decreased
numbers.

The Premier: That is so.
Hon. P. COLITER: It is disquietening to

think that although we are embarking upon
an immigration policy the people are coming
in at the front door and going out at the
back. That is a bad thing for the State.
Since the advent of the Great Western Rail-
way, inany People have gone to the Eastern
States because of the greater opportuttities
offered there for the training of their sons
in arnie trade or calling. All young men do
not desire to go on the land, though, if they
didi, I think they would have -us, good an op-
portunity of learning all about the agricul-
tulral industry in this State as in another
State. The Loan Estimates show an increase
over those of the previous year. There is a
total1 of four million pounds set down on these
I-stimntes as against an expenditure last year
of 42,454,000. For the development of iagri-
aulture, the sumt of £:2,520,000 is provided.

N.t. Mann: The expenditure of our money
iii the PasterlL States h1as nwont a great deal
lo the population the~re.

Hon. P. COLLIER; Tee. We should. stop
the importation of goods manufactured in
the Eastern States, and endeavour to supply
our own requirenments. According to the
Premier we purchased last year front the East-
ern States £1,400,000 worth of agricultural
produce. The mioney that we send out of thle
State finds employment for men and women
iii other parts of Australia. It may be -aid
that the money we are borrowing is cultivat-
ing the land in the Eastern States. It is
keeping factories going there instead of being
used to find employment for our own people.
tt would make a great difference to the gen-
eral trade and prosperity of the State if the
money we are spending on agricultural pro-
duce in other States were circulated amongst
our own people. That money would go back
into our induttries, and greatly assist in the
development of our various activities. The
greater proportion of that sum goes oat to
pay for products from the soil. I do not
know any other way of arresting the drift to
the East than that of developing our lands.
If the present policy succeeds, it should not.
be more than two or three year& when we
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shall entirely ovc'rtake our own recjuireinents
and the importation of foodstuffs from the
East will cease. If that should not prove to
be the case, then our muncy wrill hare been
expended in rain nail we shall be in a bad
way financially. However, it is quite probable
that this year, as in other years, the Trear-
urer will find, as the months go by, that it is
not absolutely essential to expend the total
amount of money which he asks the Rouse to
authoripse. We usually find at the end of
the financial year that the full amiount ant-
thorised by Parliament has not b-on expended.
Still, we cannot expect to succeed with our
clevelo'-nental policy without the expenditure
of money. Ineludeti in these Loan , kstimates
arc a considerable nutuber of railways which
have been author-ised by Parliamient during
the past six or seven yearst. The construction
of those lines is all falling into this year. That
expenditure will not he, or should not he,
recurrent. We know that three or four of
the lines are already uinder construction. Those
facts account for the increased aniount Pet
down under "'Railways and Tramaways"
We know, too, that onl s.onic of the estates
purchased for closer settlement large sunts of
mnsy aec being erpen led-the reel estate
and the Batenman estate, for instance, where
relatively enormous works are being carried
out, Drainage is under way there, slid roads
are being constructed, and all the other facili
ties necessary for people going on the lan-I
are being provided. A very considerable
acreage of land whichl Only six months ago
was nramip lanul or in a virgin state, is to-
day fionrisling with crops. I know from my
own observation that that is so on the Peel
estate. It would be a revelation to hion. mem-
bers who have ' iot seen it to go to
the Peel' estate and observe what hlas
been accomplished in !-o short a tise. The
estate should speedily be self-supporting;
that is to say, the general taxpayer should
after a very short time not be called upon to
carry interest charges onl the estate, but those
settled on thu estate should be able to pay
their way and meet the interest on the capi-
tal expended. The Situation of the estate is
most favourable--within seven or eight miles
of the port, and with a good road. Thme pro-
ducts generally are Just what the State
requires, and such as the State has been im-
porting. The potatoes merely scratched it,
on the surface tl'ere are as filue- as any I have
seen. Indeed, Peerthing grows inl Profusion
on? those swamp lands. So far as a laynman
may judge, 11 have no fear whatever for the
success of the Peel estate undertaking. 1mm
connection with the group settlements now
tnder way in the South-West there wrill
doubtless be nmnnv difficulties to overcome,
lbnt I have no douht whatever that those set-
tenments will succeed and save to the 'State
those large outgoings to the East The re-
sponsibility for the Loan Estimates lies en-
tirely with the Gov-erment, and one must
assime that no expvenditure will be incurred
but such as is absolutely essential. Expendi-
ture on agriculture, if wise, can at all times
he justified.

Hon. W. C. Angwio: What about the pro-
posed expenditure on the Council of Iadus-
trial Development?

The Premier: There is no such expendi-
ture on these Estimates,

Hon. W. C. Angw in: Ye;, look at pages
20 and 27.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would not be pre-
pared to vote a pound for the Council of In-
dustrial Development either to expend or to
have a voice in expending. I remember that
en the discussion of the Reveaue Estimates
the M.Ninister for Mines promised to consult
with ]iec regarding a Bill, to be introduced
this session, for the purpose of casting the
Council of Industrial Development in state-
wory form. However, I have not heard from
the 'Minister on the subject.

The Premier:. That is not the Minister's
fault.

lIon. P. COLLIER: The House ought Tnt
to sanction the Council of Industrial Develop-
meat, as at present constituted, having anmy
voice whatever in tho expenditure of public
funds. If the promised Bill should not be
brought down, I hope the members of the
Council of Ina~istrial Development will, in
their own interests, have discretion enough
to resign from their positions, or to refuse
toi function any further Luntil they have the
authority of Parliament.

The Premier: The fault does not lie with
the 'Minister for 'Mines.

Hon. P. COLLIE'R: It was my intention
to return to the subject on the items. There
aic mnany matters 'which can best be dealt
with on the items. In conclusion, I trust the
Government will at all times bear in mind
tnat we are heavily indebted, that our ex-
pc-uditure per head of the population is far
and away greater than that of any other
State of the Commonwealth, and that we are
embarking on a huge expenditure, for which
rrasons the utmost economy should be exer-
cised iii the interests of the taxpayers of the
State.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [3.25]: I do
not intend to repeat what the Leader of the
Oppositiont has said regarding our indebted-
ness, bnt there are one Or two general re-
marks I have to offer regarding the tread of
our population to the East. It has been said
by the Leader of the opposition that this is
due mainly to the bette-r facilities offering
there for children to learn trades, or trades3
other than those lpertainin~g to agriculture. I
venture to ay, there are many r-esasons why
the East affords greater attractions than arc
to be found in the city of Perth. That ir,
enmatanee, I consider, has a great dea.l to dic
with the eastward tread. This State is ma
ing a supreme effonrt to overcome the treat
of population from the country districts t(
the cities. No other country, so far as I an!
aware, has undertaken that effort to thE
sante degree as Western Australia; and foi
that effort the Government do deserve corn
niendation. The effort is one which shanki
lead to this State overtaking by its ewi
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production its requirements in' the way of
foodstuffs. Further, it should go a long way
towards establishing the position of our
secondary industries. Unless we are able to
increase the population in our 'rural areas,
it is not to be expected that our secondary
industries will progress as they should. From
an~ increase in the population of our rural
areas must come the necessary demand for
the products of orr secondary industries.
last 'week I asked a question in this House
regarding the electrification of our railway
systemn. I was unable to get a. reply of a
definite nature from the Minister for Rail-
ways. I got a reply which was of an insult-
ing nature, such a reply as I would expect
to. rr-eive from a Mlinister whose chief char-
acteristic is the faculty of evasion. The ques-
tion Whether the Government do or do not
intend to electrify our suburban railway
system is of great importance We had a
special meeting of an educational nature at
a certain picture show, members being in-
vited by the 'Minister for Railways. Whilst
I am quite prepared to concede that educa-
tion in that direction may be of considerable
advantage. I am rather inclined to think that
the meeting in question was intended to pre-
pare the way for an attempt by the Minister
for Railways to start the electrification of Our
railways Without the authority of Parliament.

The Premier:. We have not the money.
Mr. PTC'KEEING: We had not the money

for the Comno tranmway either, but that tram-
way was constructed. The reply of the Min-
ister for ]Railways to which I have already
referred included the following-

The unequalled success of the Conmo
tram line demonstrates the advantage of
displaying courage and resolution in deal-
ing with Government works that do not
appeal to the parochially minded.

The member for Roebourne (M.fr Teesdale)
finds some amusement in this, but hie does
not seem to appreciate the serionsness of the
Government's action in flouting a promise
they had made to this House. I hope the Gov-
ernment aite not going to adopt similar tac-
tics with regard to the electrification of our
suburban railways. It may he that con-
siderable advantage would result from the
inauguration of such a system, and it m iay
he that Parliament would be prepared to
grant the necessary authority; but the ques-
tion whether large expenditure of that kind
is to be embarked upon must be entirely
subserient to the will of this House. Con-
siderable increases to the tramway system
arc forecasted in these Loan Estimates.

Hon. W. C. Aagwia: The item would not
provide for half a mile-

Mr. PICKERING: There is an amount
of £25,000.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin:- But the Como line
has been built.

Mr. Clydesdale: The amount available is
£40,000 odd.

The Premier: There is provision for
shout four miles.

Mr. PICKERING; The Loan Estimates
do not indicate in- nwhat direction !hat
money is to be spent, and therefore it is
possible that some new, system may be
started without the consnt of this House,
The total to be expended under these Loan
Estimates is very large. Provision is made
for certain railways which, however, I be-
lieve are to be deleted in order to permit
of our proceeding with the development
scheme in the South-West. While a great
deal of the proposed expenditure will uot
be recurring expenditure, we must not lose
sight of the tact that a cossiderable sunm
will have to be expended on the Pemberton-
Nornalup railway. Moreover, this State is
faced already with a very large expendliture
on other railways to which both Houses have
not yet assented. Therefore it is not right
to infer from the fact that these smaller
lines are to be constructed, we are not going
to be faced With considerable loan expendi-
hire in the almost immediate future.

Hon. P. Collier: Expenditure on the Nor-
nlup line will he spread over five or six

years.
'Mr. PICKER]ING: It may be; we do

not know. I was hoping that the Premier
would have said it was his intention to take
in hand without delay, the work of comistruet-
ing the Margaret River-Plinders Bay railway.
Because we are completing certain railways,
tile construction of which is already author-
ised, dloes not mean that the expenditure con-
fronting us is not to be large.

Hon. P. Collier; There is nothing to say
that it will be.

The Premier-. The 'Nornalup line will be
built in sections.

Mr. PICKERING: No one will contend
that that railway will be started with the
intention of carrying it -right throughi at
0lice.

The Premier: It will be carried through
some day.

Mr. PICKERING : Railway construictioni
in that part of the State will have to be
mnuch more rapid than is contemplated. The
Premier should make somne announcement
with regard to his attitude towards the elec-
trifcation Of the 'suburban railway system,
sn that the House nmay know definitely the
intention of the Government, and particu-
larly as to whether it is proposed to carry
out the work without first consulting Par-
liament.

Mir. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [r3.35]:- I wish
to enter a word of protest against the fact
that although we are going to pass these
Estimates which will provide for the expen-
diture of over £4,000,000, it is intended to
spend only' £72,000 of that amount in the
North-West, an area comprising something
like t*o-thirds of the whole State. Th e
North-West certainly reqdires development
from a defence point of view, much more so
in fact than the South-Western part of the
Sta te. Probably the Premier will tell us
that our turn will come next, and that an-
other loan will be raised for the purpose.
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We have had promise after promise, but if
the Premier will tell us that on the next Loan
Estimates prevision will be made for the
adequate development of the North-West, and
that the subject generally will receive seri-
orb attentioii, I1 shall be satisfied for the
time being.

Ron. P. Collier: There is £50,000 on these
Estimates for the Aahburton jetty alone,
That is in your electorate.

Mr. ANGELO: Unfortunately there is no
provision for expenditure in my electorate.
The Aahburton jetty is in the Roebourne
electorate. All the same the Ashburton jetty
ig a work that should have been carried out
15 years ago. Next to the Gascoyne, the
Ashburton is undoubtedly the biggest sheep-
breeding district in the State, but it has
languished year after year because of the
absence of jetty accommodation. It is hard
to imagine that big stations have been com-
pelled to send their wool by dinghy to a
lighter, and then by the lighter to a steamer
anchored in the roads some three or four
wiles away. However, I am glad to see that
the work is to bie undertaken. Other im-
provements in the North-West represeut
only £4,000 and there are two other small
itenis classed as urgent miinG? works on which
there ii to be an expenditure of £8,000. This
is all that is to be given to the North-West
'where the people are producing %Aealth which
is being enjoyed by those in the South. Time
after time we hhve asked for a return show-
ing the revenue aid( expenditure and the
wealth production of the North, but we have
never been able to get it.

lion. P. Collier: Are there any important
development works for which no provision
has been made?

Mr. ANGELO: Absolutely. For instance,
there is that very important work, the railway
from Carnarvon to Killili. This hos not even
been surveyed.,

Hion. P. Collier: 'That is not 'Miles' rail-
wvay.

Mr. ANGIELO: No. It is a railway whichk
I consider should be the first of a series of
spur lines f roan the coast to the hinterland.
Hon). members will know thbt Queensland was
developed by such spur lines as I ami sug-
gesting. I trust the Glovernment wiill before
very long seriously consider the question of
phopulating and developing the North-West.
I Wish to say a few words in connection with
the Premier's migration scheme. I am not
opposing it in any share or form; I think
the proposal is sound, but there is one addi-
tion to it which should be seriously con-
sidered, and while I put it ftrward I do not
intend to voice my own opinion because T do
not know as much about the subject as others
do. I wish to read an extract from an. inter-
view with Sir John Tav-erner which was Pub-
lished in this State a little time back. Sir
John Taverner was for nine years Agent Osa-
eral fey 'Victoria and before that waa Minis-
ter for Agriculture in Victoria. This is what
ho said-

Personally, I am a great supporter of
Juvenile Immigration, and during my
term as Agent-General I sent out some
hundred bstches of twelve boyi between
the ages of 14 and 18 years who had left
school. These were placed throughout the
State with farmers who hoarded them for
the first year in return for their labour,
and their at a wage commensurate with
their merits. I found in England while
there that there was something like one
and a half million boys and girls leaving
school at 14 years of age and thrown, as it
were, upon the open labour market to he
handled primarily by the County Council
Education Department. After the various
manufacturing industries were catered for,
some thousands. of these boys were, from
the national point of view, allowsed to drift.
Renlisiug this, and coming in contact with
the right people, I induced the Beat Gov-
er-nment. to take batches of these boys, and
I am pleased to sify that there were very
few failures. The great advantage of
getting hoeld of the boy at that age
is tint you get the young fellow who
is going to grow ont to the conditions that
obtain around him, and thus produce a
good class of agricultural labourer, as well
ais bringing up a. good class of settler. My
experience hans been that when you get
aniionget the older people they are rather
inclined to get hionmesick. The Euripides-
the boat I came out in from London last
August-earrietl 400 immtigrants hack to
England on the homieward trip. These
were fill dissatisfied and disgruntled inimi-
grant settlers. Nothing could do more
damage to Australia than a repetition of
that. Therefore I think it essential to get
the young fellows out here on the land. I
amu sure if the districts wvere eanvassed youi
could get a very large proportion of the
farmewrs who would be prepared to take a
boy uinder these conditions. It worked well
in Victoria and I am sure it would work
n-eli in any of the farming communities
of Australia n-here labo-.ir is Fcarce.

Mr. Clydesilale: Would it not be better
to Iut our own toys on first!

Mr. ANGELO: I agree with the hon. mlem-
ber if our own boys are willing to go on the
Jana. Unfortunately we find that very few
of them are willing to take Lip agricultural
ptrsuits. An utterance such as that which
I have quoted comning from a miani with the
experience of Victoria which went through a
stage in its development, similar to that
which is ours today, should receive earnest
consideration. Sir John Taverner is re-
cognised as one of the most capable poli-
ticians of the old school in Victoria. lie
made good and hsis advice should be well
woth. having.

Mfr. JOHNSTON (Willmams-Karrogin)
(2.421t It appears from the Loan Estimates
that t he Government at Inst Propose to pro-
ceed with the construction of those railways
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which were authorised by Parliament in 1914
and 1915. They started one line a little while
back and as soon as they began the work
they took it into their heads to stop it.

The Premier: Which one was thatf
Mr. JOHNSTON: The Narrogin-Dwarda.

line. I regret to say that the Premier has
camouflaged that line in these Estimates.

The Premier: Have you been over itt
Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes. The Premier, too,

has been over it and while there, saw and met
some of the best farmers in Western Aus-
tralia. However, it is satisfactory to note
that the Governmnent intend to make 1 jrovilon
for the construction of those railways, for
wvhich the people have been waiting for eight
years and upwards. The lines were author-
ised by Parliament and people naturally ex-
pected the Government to proceed with the
work of construction, or 'Ise make way for a
Government that would build them. T5hat ex-
presses my attitude to this Government. Par-
lianment authorised the construction of the line
from Dwarda to Narrogin, alid the item as it
appears in the Loan Estimates is ''Dwarda
Eastwards.'' The railway that has been anl-
thorised by Parliament is from Dwara
South-eastward to Narrogin, and I do not
know why a Government, honestly desirous of
carrying out the wishes of Parliamient should
camouflage the work as has been done in this
instance.

The Premier: It is the same line.
Mr. JOHNSTON: That is satisfactory to

me, and the interjection will stop my ton-
tinning further remarks I intended to make
on the subject. I thank thie Premier for that
assurance, but on turning to the details which
are contained on page 7 of the Estimates,
which show how the money is to be spent, we
find ''Assembling material, Provision for sid-
ing and dcp6t at Dwarda, etc.'' That oeems
to be a very necessary and essential provision,
because the Government have a State timber
mill a few miles from flwarda, which is turn-
lag out first class sleepers, and it seems to me
that the Government could now, make arrange-
ments to establish a dep~t with the view of
continuing the line to Narrogin. Throughout
the South-West there is a decsire that thisfurther communication with, the Great South-
ern should be established. Mr. Short, former
Commisioner for Railways, held very strong
views on this subject and shlowed it to be
undesirable to build a railway, 60 miles from
Pinjarra to Dwarda. as a spur line, when it
was possible to extend it to Narrogin als a
through line. It will be of advantage to the
people of the South-West, as wvell as to those
in the Great Southern if the railway is ex-
tended the short distance from Dwarda to
Narrogin. I am pleased to see on the Esti-
mates this item of £10,000 for the provision,
before the 30th June next, of sidings and a
depot and the assembling of material at
Uwarda.

Hon. P. Collier: The passing of the item
will not actually compel the Government to
spend it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is so. I regret
that the item is not £100,000 instead of

£10,000. If the larger amount had been pro-
videtl, the Government could have fulfilled
the promise of Cabinet, made during the ab-
sence of the I'rem~ier in England, namely,
that the railway would be completed in time
to carry this year's harvest, in about August
next. That was the solemn (decision of Cab-
mnet, but an, soon as the Prenmier returned thle
construction of the railway was retarded al'
eventually stopped- I am pleased with the
assurance of the Premier that this item re-
fers to the railway which has been authorized
by Parliament from Dwarda to Narrogia, and
I ,can only urge thle Government to get oil
with its construction immuediately and, in thle
words of the Premier, either get on or get
out.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Pre-
mantle) [3.471 : To One Who scrutinisle
them closely, the Estimates are nothing short
of amazing. We find in one place £45,000
for roads, and in another a large sum for
roads and drains. it is impossible to tell by
these Estimates whlat is to be spent on roads
and whet on drains.

The Premier: They are in the form which
you left when you went out of office.

lHon. W. C. ANOWIN: That may be so.
Tile form is here, hut not the informnation
which we used to give. We find hero
£45,000 fot roads, some of which is to be
disbursed as grants to local authorites, a
charge which used to be showvn under thle
Revenue Estimates. The Premier has pro-
vided these Estimates in this form in order
to reduce his revenue expenditure without
the real position being disclosed to the
people.

The Premier: That is not so.
lon- W. C. ANOW-IN: There is here pro-

vided a sum of £267,000 to be used at the
whim of a body which has no statutory
authority.

The Premier: That is wrong.
lion. W. C. A'NGWLN: it is not wrong.

[f members w~ill refer to pages 26 and 27
of the Estimates, they will find that the es-
tijuated expenditure for the year ending
30th June next is £,267,944. Then we get
this explanation: ''Progress expected to be
made dluring the year. Final payment to
WV.A. Meat Export Company, Ltd., also auy
assistance recommended by the board of thle
Council of Industrial Development from
time to time." That is printed in the Es-
timates, notwithstanding which the Premier
says I am wrong. If the information given
here be wrong, then other information in the
Estimates also may be wrong. Almost as
much money is to be given to this company
to play with as is provided for expenditure,
in the metropolitan area. Out of Loan Es-
timates of over four millions, the Premier
can raise only E322,000 for the metropolitan
area.

Hon. 1._ F. Troy: Where are the W.A. Meat
Export Company's works?9

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It does not mat-
ter at all. Those works were not built foi
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the mnetrupo~iti3u -.Area-, For years have the
people of the metropolitan area been crying
out for a water supply, yet in these Esti-
mates the Premier can raise only £75,000
for the purpose. The Metropolitan Water
Supply is a self-supporting enterprise for
which the people in the metropolitan area
pay. Interest, sinking fund, and mainten-
ance are al[ pr-ovided, but not by the general
taxpayer. The member for Suissex (Mr. Pick-
ering) is alarmed at the suggestion of any
expenditure on tratmway extension. All that
the Premier can find for that purpose is
£91,575, of which, probably, some £40,000
has been expended already.

The Premier: No, only £30,000.
Hon. W. C. kNGWIt4: The sum is re-

duced every time the Premier refers to it.
On the lest occasion hie said it was £36,000.
A large proportion of the amount provided
on the Estimates has been expended, not
only on tramway extensions, but on rolling
stock. Last year £69,000 was provided. The
ears cost £4,000 apiece, and 20 of them were
built, so lbon. members will realise how much
is likely to be left of this amount for train-
way extensions to take people to their homfes.
'Right through the Estimates we find the
metropolitan area neglected. It is time we
had a Government which would treat the
whole of the State equitably. The present
Government are not giving the metropolitan
area it fair cleat.

'Mr. Latham: Notwithstanding which, it
ii; growing.

Hon- W. C. ANG-WIIN:- I know that.
We see on the Estimates a sui for gold-
fields water supply extension. What does it
mean? Nothing but new mains in agricul-
tural districts. The amiount set down for
group settlement and soldier settlement is
sinall -as compared with these other amounts,
The -oevernment will not give fair play to
the metropolitan area, because they arc un-
der the control of the Country Party.

The Premier: It would he just as true
to say that you are tinder the control of the
red-raggors-

Ron. W. C. ANO WIIN: T would rather
be under their control thanj under the con-
trol of the Country Party; because the red-
raggers will allow a manl to carry on, so
long as he is progressing, whereas the Gor-
ermnent, under the control of the Country
Party, can go onily so far as they are al-
lowedl to go. Theme Estimates are all against
the interests of the people of the 'netropeli-
tant area. It is because the Government are
afraid to treat equitably all sections of the
community.

The Premier: There is not one correct
word in that statement.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Fair play should
be given to all,

The Minister for Agriculture: Why not
change the exeutive?

H9on. W. C. ANGWIN: Which executive?
We know the instructions that were given to
the bon. member on the 5th January. He
cannot do what be likes, but has to do what
he is told,

Hon. P. Collier: They have expelled
Hedges, and the Minister for Agriculture
is to be the next.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN. The country re-
quires; development, but development on safe
lines.

The Premier: That was said by Noah
when he stepped out of the ark.

Hon. W. C. ANGW1N: He waited till
the dove wnent out and brought back the
olive branch to show that things were safe.
Thme Premier requires to make sure that he
is safe.

Hon. P. Collier: Those fellows will push
himk out of time ark directly.

Hion. W. C. ANOGWIN: The Government
provide only £55,000 for the development of
the goldifields, the gold fields 'that made this
State.

The Premier: You never had so much
for them on your Estimates.

Hon. Mr. C. ANOWIN\: We spent more
than that for we realised. that the State de-
pended on the goldfields. To-day even big
mining men are aware that the industry can-
not rely on the Government for assistance,
because the Government are wrapped up in
agriculture. If bon. members will scrutinie
these items on the closing pages, they will
he amiazed. We get drainage and roads and
surveys mentioned iii several laces. Instead
of being kept apart so as to show what is
itntended, they are lumped together so as to
hide the fact that everything else is being
sacrificed to agriculture.

The Premier:- We provide ov-er two mil-
lions for thme development of agriculture.

Hon. W,. C. ANUWIN: Icluded in that
cun1ount is £268,000 for the Council of In-
Oustrial Development.

The Premier:, NLo, that is wvrong.
lRon. P. Collier: They will not get a penny

of it, an~ how.
Hon. WV. C. AN GIIN: The total amount

provided for the development of agiIculture
is £2,'314'083-.

The Premnier : And for assistance to
s-ettlers.

lion. W, C. ANOWIN: No, for the de-
velopment of agriculture, items 52 to 65.
am afrid we are banking too much on the'
one industry. Four millions is the largest
amoi at ever introduced ini Estimates since
I have been in the House.

The Premier: You have a short memory.
Hoji. W. C. ANGIVIN: Nothing of the

sort. When we brought down Estimates o t

three millions, wve were told we were spend-
ing too muach, were running the State iiito
bsnkrnptcy. As soon as the Premier tank
office, to prove his words he reduced the loan
expenditure to approximately £1,675,001).
Now it is up to four millions. Times out of
nouber has the Minister for Education de-
clared that this State could not afford to
spend more than one million per annurn from.
loan money. To-day our indebtedness totals
over 54 millions. What I am chiefly troubling9
about is that so large a sum as four millienii
Kill not be expended wisely.
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The Premier: Only the other day you were
on a deputation asking for the expernditure
of a large sum of money.

Hon. W. C. ANWIN: No, we asked that
you should make inquiries as to the possible
development of certain land, to see if it
would be a payable proposition. It was only
a request for investigation. If the area was
found to be suitable we thought the work
should be carried out. We did not ask for
a shilling.

The Premier: You said, "If you do not
settle the eountr* between Fremantle and
IBtnbury. out you go."

Hion. W. C, ANGWIN: I would bare put
the Premier out if I could have done so be-
fore .1 c made a start ; cot that I have much
against him, but I have great objection to
the system of government in force.

Mr- 0 'Loghlen: The crowd he is mixed
up with.

Ho0n. P. Collier: The bad company he is
keeping.

The Premier interjected.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: If the Premnier

were associated with the Trades Hall, he
-would be in far happier company than he is
in to-tiny. He would not be dictated to as
h.e is At present.

Mr. Pic!'eriaig: He has been closely allied
with you for a long time.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I niotice another
very large amount, £38,773, for a Fbbool at
Narrogin, additions to the Busselton butter
factory, and a few minor works. When I was
at Buaselton the other day, I wats told that
the factory was already over-capitalised.

(Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

Rion. Xt F. Troy: Which it is.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yet further ex-

renditure is now proposed. Is it any wonder
that the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering)
supports the Estimates as they stand? The
member* for Suissex merely wanted an assur-
ance that the Government did not intend to
start the electrification of the railways or
extend the tramway to the Mends-street Jetty
and, given that, he was quite satisfied with
the Estimates. "Give me that assurance
and you can go ahead." 'INo wonder he was
satisfied!

Mr. Pickering: That item is mostly for
the Narrogin State Farm.

Hon. W. C. ANO-WIN: No; it is for a
school at Narrogin and the Busselton butter
factory. The member for South Fremantle
(Mr. McCallum) the other night mentioned
the condition of the school at White G-um
Valley, South Fremantle. I have never been
in a school in Western Australia which was
it. such a disgraceful condition, and yet we
find £38,000 for a school at Narrogin.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.
Hon. W. C. iNC-WIN: It is in. the Esti-

Stiates.
The Premier: That is the balance of an

old vote.
Hon. W. 0. AISGWV, : If it is the balance

of an old vote, the Premier should have seen

that the particulars were given in that por-
tion of the Estimates referring to the pro-
gress of works, Items 55 to 57 provide
£87,100 as the estimated expenditure for ad-
ditions to the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture, additions to the Busselton butter fae-
tory and minor works as may be auithonised.
IL mentioning £38,773, 1 was giving the un-

expended balance of authorisations on the
30th June. I find I made an error, as the
estimated expenditure is £87,100. Notwith-
standing the large number of -people in the
metropolitan area who need mneans of corn-
nauniciation, only 290,000 is provided for
trsmwaya. This is the way we in the metro-
politan area are treated by the present Gov-
ernment. I hope the time is not far dis-
taut when the party known as the metropoli-
tan party will come together and see that
they get fair play for the metropolitan area.

Itl r. Clvdesdnle: Hear, hear! The time has
arrived for that.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: We shall not get
fair play un~til we do amalgnmate for the
express purpose of seeing that justice is donle
to our electors.

Mr, WILLOOCK (Geraldton) [4.5]: T had
intended to refer to immigration, hut the
Leader of the Opo~ositien has dealt with that.
What I am concerned ahout, and the same
anplies to a majority, of the people in this
State, is whether the best is being done with
our lean expenditure. Almost everyone is
asking this question to-day.

The Premier: I assure you that if we
spent five millions to-morrow there wounld be
some peortle dlissatisfied.

Mr. 'WILLUOCK: The Cov'ertineft can be
assured of criticism whenever the expenditure
of nmoney is involved, and criticismi is the
best way of arriving at 80ou1d conclusions.

The P remieri Thereis money for the Cter-
aldton water scheme.

Mr. WIiLCOCK: That is quite an annual
matter. I have been inable to find anyone
who could assure me that the moeney being
expended in the South-West will produce bet-
ter results than if it were spent in other
portions of the State. I have spoken to
hundreds of people v-ho have spent years in
the Sou th-Wcstern part of the State, and
they saLy that undotibtedly the expenditnre
of money there will be renaid eveuntually-.
Unfortunately-, their remarks are always
qualified by the word ''eventually"; no one
expepta a retuirn in the immediate future.

The Premier: You mnust east your bread
upon the waters.

Mr. WTLLCOCR: But with a deficit
of six millions, we cannot afford to
east many crumbs upon the water. Some
of them have a habit of floating away
to the ocean and being carried by currents
elsewhere, and we get no permanent
return from them. From my knowledge
of the State, we could get better and
quicker returns for the money elsewhere. It
is of no us- spending millions of money in
a portion of the State which will not give
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a return for 10 or 15 years. We want quick
returns, so that we can go on spending the
money over and over again.

The Premier: How long, 0 Lord, howr
long! You have said that every year since
you entered the House.

M,%r. WILLCOCK: It seems necessary to
reiterate it. I1 recently visited the Brute
Rock district and the progress there is as-
tounding. I have not heard anyone express
the opinion that the South-West will give as
speedy returns as the wheat lands give.

The Premier We are clearing as mnuch
land as we call.

Mir. W]LLCOCK: There are many people
who are not aware that they can get loans
for agricultural development.

The Premier: But ire have advertised it.
Mr. WILLCOCK: Quite so, but it was not

generally known. We would get a quicker
return for our money if we purchased the
.Midland railway and lands. This question
has been discussed this session and somne in1-
formation ha, been obtained regarding thne
proposal. If some of this money were ex-
penided on the purchase of that railwafy and
the 500,000 acres of first-class land in the
.Midland coneession, we ,uould get a consider-
ably better return duiring the next five years.
This will be the difficult period confronting
Ins as regoirds filnance; we must stop the
deficit in that time or the deficit will stop
us. To thn Midland area is land equal to
the best in the State for wheat, shieep and
cattle growing. I understandl that the con-
cession could be obtained for con-iderably
less than was asked a few years ago, and as
railway and rolling stock itiaterin I is ever so
mnuch dearer now than it was then, we would
he getting a better bargain. Judging by
the promninence given to the Smith-West dur-
ing the last 12 or 18 months, a visitor would
he inclined to think that we had no other
land iorthi developing.

Mir. Pickering: The South-West has been
neglected.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Blit prominence hss
been given to the South-West only.-

Mr. Pickering: And deservedly so.
Mr. WTLLC'OCX: It deserves promhinence,

I ut the Government should take a broad and
statesman-like view of the whole State. They
should not concentrate the expenditure in one
portion of the State. The Government should
dleal with the State as a whole, instead of
keeping one eye on the South-West and clos-
ing the other eye altogether.

Mr. J1. H. Smith: The South-West, has
l'cen greatly neglected in the past.

Mir. WILLCOCK: Yes, because the ex-
pense of developing that mnagnificent land
has been so great anid past Governments
have not been brave enough to undertake the
work. Everyone fought shy' of it, because
of the expense, and because there was no
prospect of no innmediate return.

The Premier: 'Now van are taking a very
broad outlook.

Mr. WILLCOCI{: I admit that we have
magnificent land in the South-West, and the

reason why it has not been developed ere
this is on account of the cost. Are we in
any better position to undertake thi devel-
opmnent to-day thnan we ucre a few years
ago! However, that does not concern nil
so much as the fact that development work
is being concentrated in one corner of the
State. I want to see more money expended
in the wheat areas. There are 500,000 acres
of good land in the Midland area w 'hich
could be developed by the Government if the
railway concession were purchased.

Mr. Pickering: We cannot get the security.
Mr. W1LLCOCK: We could if the Govern-

inent controlled the land.
Mr. Pic-kering: Say the land?
Mr. WILLCOCK: Buy the whole business.

It can easily be financed.
7Mr. Pickering: At a price.
Mr. WJLLCOCK: At a price that should

give a splendid return to the State, and that
would be less than the actual value of the
proposition.

'lie 'Minister for Agriculture: I wish you
meant it.

Mfr. WILLCOCK: I know it to he a fact.
The Minister for Agriculture: We would

w-ant to buy it for what it is worth, not at
the p~rice at wihich it is valued.

Mr. WIL1A'OCK: People who understand
values have placed a- valuation upon it, and
we know that it can be purchassed at less
than that vaile. The company has a million
pounds out and is getting little Or no return
from it. The proposition will never be of
any value to the 17eople who own it, because
it cannot be developed as it would be de-
veloped if the State owned it.

Mir. Pickering: What is the average value
of the land per acre?

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is first class land.
The Labour Governnment could have pur-
chnased the whole thinga for £1,400,000. A
considerable amount of land has since then
been alienated. Land values and rolling
stock values have also increased. I under-
stand the railway could now be purchased at
considerably less than that figure, which was
supposed to have been such a good oppor-
tunity for Western Australia. Everyone who
discusses Aidlanq railway matters agrees it
was a pity the offer was not accepted at the
time.

Eon. 31. F. Troy: There were many op-
ponents to it in those days.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I hope we shall get more
information upon this- subject before the
session closes. The Premier, speaking in re-
gard to the money used for development pur-
poses, said it was the cheapest money Western
Australia ever had. The interest cannot be
much less than six per cent. If we get it
for six per cent, and the loan is for 30 years,
I do not see where the cheapness comes in.
Two-thirds of the interest payments will be
met by people outside the State during the
first five years.

The Premier: The money will certainly be
owing for 30 years.
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Mr. WILLCOCX: If we take off two-thirds
of the interest for five years it leaves a rate
of interest at 5A. per cent. to be piaid hy the
State during thme whole period of tile loant,

Tme Minister for Nlines: JPortioui of that
-will be interest charges levied against thle
('o311111)o11iwealIth. That will chleapien the loan
to ius.

Mr. WIII2CCK: Thetse are the facts of
thle position, and] it does not them-elore api ear
to bie cheap nomey. What mlii the Governament
intenm to do with thle I 4eraldtun harbmour!1
DI uing tilte 11:1t six niiotlis we' lm:mye had ilny-
tinmg hut franmkness froin themi; nothling bilt
erasiolms. In1 19211 t:113um of £24),) 4W was s40t
dimwit im the Loan Estinmumtes for these works,
hult 4i11lY £1,204) spent. InI the following year
X4,000) was set aside, lt only £1,0150 wms
spen t, Thlis veoir £X10,00)0 apj ears onl time
F,.stii i 11tes. Is4 tlmks (lone for the pmurpose of
delud4ing peopile into believing that thle G;or-
em iment imntendi to do soimethimng, or wvill the
hiraetie of former years lie followed mad
nothinmg he done? Tlie money -,as spent last
year in locating a quasrry forl stone with which
tm bumild aI hreakwater. The quarry was
located :ad time Stonle ttiid to be suitable
and siflbicnt imm quaniti tY for the work. Oil
the Fstinlates this year we finld this item---
'4 oinuememeneit of liar1 oir works: fa tler

work in locating quarry for stone.'' Nani-
oLroims questions Imavi been asked as to whien
the work will lie proceeded with. The nuni-
eipalityv has a lease of the quarry, for the
stone is required for road making purposes
if the Government dio not intend to make wnc
of it. A report has be-en made, btmt seven
mnoths have elapsed and still nothing has
been done. Questions Imave been asked in thle
Legislative Council, and thme answer has been
that qi definlite statemeit will Shortly be

imade. It should not he ncessary to justify
the exlienditure of puiblic money on the Ger-
ailton harkoar. There are four ports in the
S-oatm-West. Each of tlmese should be able
to export smficient produce to justify its
establishoment. Every Government for the
inst 20 years said that money Should be
spent on the Gcrnldton harbouir. No one has
said the bosinead of the port does not warrant
the development of that poart of the State.
All have agreed as to the necessity for de-
veloping our outports. If there is one thing
that hsas been stressed in regard to develop-
went and against centrolisation, it is that we
should have ontports at which the trade of
the State could be done. 'Whenever cen-
tralisation is spoken of, in the same breath
the development of our ports is referred to.

Mr. Money: Every time!
Mr. WVIVLCOCK: That is so. If a eer-

tain area of country requires to be devel-
oped, it is recognised that its trade must go
through the port that was by nature intended
to be its outlet. Oeraldton should be, bat
unfortunately it is not, the outp~ort for at
district inr which there are over two million
sheep. The gold mining industry only re-
quires the natural facilities of the port to
entable it to expand.

Mr. Teesdle: And lead mining.
Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes.
Thle Premier: There is also gold in the sea.
Mr. WILLCOCK: If it can be got at.

We also have butter factories in the district.
People have shown their faith in it by subscrib-
ing 955,000 for freezing works. These will be
necessary during the next year or so. Owing
to the condition of the meet market, it is a
good thing this capital expenditure was not
made. Throughout the jworld the frozen
meat trade has been gravely hiandieapj-ed
daring reeit years. Five months ago there
were omnly two meat works operating in Ans.
trailia, with the exception of the Wyndhamn
Freeznthg Works. The people of Geraldton
have subsc-ribed the money, and as soon as
opportunity offers the freezing works will
be conmmenced. They will mnean a great deal
in the development of the district. When
freezing works lire established the capital
value of the land, thle stock from which is
Serving those works, alnost immediately ap-
preriates to time extent of miot less than £l

te are.
I r. Teesdile: I wish that was so at

Wyndhim.
.%r. W ItLCO( K. Sourely thle hon. member

wil aittit that the Wyndham works halve
increased the value of the land there.

Mr. Teesdale. Look at the prices of cattle
to-day.

Mr. WTLCOCK: Jf the hion. arember
wanted to buy a cattle Station in thle North-
West lie wonld find the price mucli higher
since the wocrks were established than it was
before. Wherever freezing works have been
established on Round and economical lines,
the result hats been an appreciation in land
values, and a benefit to the finances of the
.9tate concerned. In regard to the Geraldton
port, which is the natural outlet for this class
of trade2 we have not anything there worthy'
of the name of a harbour. There is only 20
feet of water there, and it cannot take a
decent stize shiip.

Mr. Teesdanle: Is it not 26 feet?
Mr. WILL('OCK: If we had 26 feet we

would not bother. The vessels that come in
there are compelled to go away half loaded,
and to comiplete the loading at Fremantle.
Everyone knows the additional expense that
that involves, and naturally it all coimes out
of the pockets of the people. If we get so
much less from the apgregate result, people
of the State collectively :ifl so much the
poorer. Only IS months ago a sandalwood
boat enmue to Utertildton hut could not load for
four or five days. When a Similar charter
in the future is sought for Oeraldton, the
freight will naturally be higher. The obvious
result of that will be that the sandalwood
trade which belongs to Geraldton will be
diverted to Fremantle. That is a position
which shia ndt exist at the natural port of
a vety important district. A little white ago
the "Charon'' came in to take 540 bales of
wool, aad the "Bambra"l came in on the
same day to take between 300 and 400 tonts
of cargo. The vessels, however, were unable to
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load fully. They broke the springs and the
cost to the 'CBambra'' was between £300 andi
£400.

Mr. A. Thomson: There must be scanething
wrong with the port.

Mr. WILLOOCK: That Is what I ama
pointing out. On another occasion the

"Bamaibra " came in to take 28 tons of cargo
and she took only three tons of that lot
because of the rough weatther and the absence
of protection. A port cannot be expected to
stand uip to that sort of thing and maintain
its reputation. The companies will be bound
to dodge tire port of Geraldtont and the trade
will disappear. It is not fair that such a
position should be pernitted to exist. On one
trip the ''Banthra' had 44 tons of cargo to
discharge at Geraldton but she was compelled
to take it to Fremnantle, and the extra charges
were heaped on to the people to whom the
goods were consigned. The Commonwealth
steamers hare agreed to call at Geraldton if
we can guarantee them 500 tons of cargo,
and if they cannot take it on the way home
owing to being, heavily laden, they will take
it on the outward journey. But if they'are
to have the experience of the -11Bambra'' and
the I"ICharon,"1 one such will be suffcient ,to
drive the trade away. Oeraldton has a
natural advantage in that it is over 200 miles
from Fremantle, but we find that the trade
which should belong to it is being slowly
strangled until eventually it will disappear
altogether. There will be a port, but there
will be nio business. But for the shipping Of
wheat, we would hare found our trade almost
negligible. The poition is of sufficient inn-
portance to justify the Government getting
on with the job. I do not say "Get. on, or
get out;'' there is no 6lternatire with mc1;
I 9-y ''Get on with the work.''

The Premier:- The water supply rs about
completed.

Mr. WTILOCK: The pipes used in con-
nection with the water supply have not been
altogether successul inasmuch as the joints
hare net been s-itisfnrtory- I have reason to
believe, hInwever, that during the approaching
winter, or within a few months, the difficulty
will be overcome. I do not know, though,
what the financial arrangements Will be in
connection with the water wipply. It shauld
not be ~eesc0arvr for me to bitng uip these
matters in the House because eiY Minister
who Poes to COerldtnn, er who passes throughi
Gerlton. and even every mnemiber of Par-
liam-ent, is informed of the necessity for
harbour accommodation. Every Minister is
approached by way of deputation. As a
mitter of fact, a deputation on this subject is
looked upon as the important function when-
ever a Minister visits Geraldton.

Mr. Teesdale- And the seond subject is
the water supply.

Mr. WTLLOOCK: The water difficulty, Y
think, baa been successfully overcome.

Vr. Tepqdale: After 30 years!
Mr. WflaLCOCK: So far as the public can

i.-rlac. there seems to be no desire on the part
of the Government to proceed with the pro-

Vi'ioa of harbour acconmmodation. There is
11o sintitI about the cioveramnent policy in
this regard. I repeat, because the Premier
does not appear to be listening, that the
(Aovernnceat are ntot sincere in this respect. I
ask the Glovernmnent to prove that they are
sincere.

'File Premier: W~e arc making investiga-
tions.

Mr, WJLLCOCK: There is en-ough data to
enable the Coverunient to go on with the work
an d the cost of collecting that data would.
have been suflicien1t to carry out half the
actual work. There is abundant eVi(CLce thit
the work is LI-rgelctlV necessary, and in facet
tine facilitieN WhichJ IntOe beenL provide(] will
detterioracte UMilca farther watt is carried out.
I do mHot thitik (reraton has been treated
fairly and it is ipi to the Preinier to make a.
comnmenceeneiit with, this undwertakcing. Every-
body knows that the wvork is neessary, hut
they also requiire to know wn- it is to be
done. I proee'd te Ujeradlton almost every
week, and as soon as I get there somiebody
lNlttoliholes ate and asks, "'What about-thne
harbour ? '

Mr. Money interjected.
Mr. W1l_'tOCK: At any rate, out of the

£ 40,000 allocated to Blnbury there lhas beent
spn £23,000. Tin regard to Ueraldton, if
somebody would only say that the work was,
not neetsan-, stepis could he taken immedi-
ately to diemnstrate that the work was neces-
sary and should be carried out without delay.
I. can only cnclude that the attitude of the
Covernmnent is to delude the people into be-
litering that thne suml of moiney appearing on
tine Estimates is to be-spent. That has beens
ourI experience in the past, and [ do not think
it is fair for any Governuent administering
the affalirs Of the Staite to follow such a cou1rse.

The Premier: Strike it off altogether, then.
Mr. WIVLLCO(,K: That would be a more

straightforward couirse to adopt, because the
people have ao proof of the sincerity of the
Government when ant amount like this is put
on the Estintep. How are we to know that
the mioney is goin~g to be speut9 I hope the
Preinier, when hie replies, will nmake a definite
annonement on the subject.

The Premier: If the tonnage is there, yon
will get the accomnmodation.

Mrt. WILLUOCK: Up to now, the harbour
has been destroyed through lack of facilities.
It is easy to strangle a port, but nobody
hoald want to do that. Everyone should have

the interests of the State at heart, make uip
his mind as to the policy to be adopted, thea
tell the people what was to be done, and then
get on with the job.

Mrt. MNONEY (Buabury) (4.45]: Every
endeavour is being made to gather in taxa-
tion, more taxation and yet more taxation.
The limit undoubtedly will soon he reached.
We are heavily taxed through the Customs.
We have Federal and State income taxation,
Federal and State land tax, municipal rates
and other taxes for drainage, etc. If we can
look after these who have to pay and repay
these loans, we shall be working in the in-
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terests of the State. Instead of reaching oust
tool far in sa unfinished way and creating
more problems, it would be -better- to more
thoroughly develop the land near our markets
and already served by railways. We have the
development of the Peel estate; I am in-
formed that this will he payable andl will re-
turn qikythe expenditure incur-red. The
indebedess per head of the population is
about £237 and these loan Proposals will add
another £11 per head of population. We in
Western Australia have a record in two par-
tienlars-wo have the greatest mileage of
railway and the biggest debt per head of
population.

lot. P. Collier: Our Capital expenditure
onl railways alone per head of population is
muich higher than that of any State except
Queensland.

Mr. MONEY: And probably many miles
of our railways were constructed more cheaply
than those of other States.

Elon. Mf. F. Troy: Undoubtedly.
Mr. MONEY: 'The member for Geraldton

(Mfr. lWillcock) has urged the necessity for
providing facilities so that prodnteers Canl ship
from the nearest port, but the floverameat,
beyond aecknou.ledging the justice of the pro-
position and giving pledges fromt ltimo to
time, have achieved very little in this respect
No port in Western Australia, save Fremantle,
is fir to discharge the work associated with ime-
porting and exporting goods. The railways
are being used to haul produce .3001 or 400
miles to the port of Fremnantle, instead of
taking it to the nearest port. If the producers
are to create wealth, they ]]lasst be given facili-
ties at the nearest ports. The liaisdiealp of
haulage over long distancevs to the ocatral
psrt is killing industr y. The hasiclap of
12,000 miles to reach the chief mairkets of
the world is qnite snifiv-kat, its fact almost
too msuch, to enable us to Compete wvith other
producers inl other parts of the world. We
h-av-e recentl 'y experienced a glut ais regards
ineat. When T realise the advan'ces that the
Argesntine has made and the pierfection to
which stock is there bred for the smarkets ot
the world, it makes me almost despair of our
ability to compete with tlmat country in the
world 's markets.

The Premier: Their stuck is no better than
ours.

Mr. Teesdale: Are you siot aiware of the
commendation giveni to the Wyndlaia 'Meat
Works for their product?

Mr. MONEY: But thle herds is, the Argen-
tinle have been brought upl to the requirements;
of the market. We have not reached the same
standard, but I hope the facilities afforded
btock breeders in the way of providing stud
stock and the encouragement given by the
Department of Agriculture, may enable uts to
work up to that pitch of excellence. Tn the
meantime every possible assistance is given to
encourage development and every handicap
pcssiblc to be removed is removed. I cannot
allow this occasion to pass without instancing
the producers of wealth in the Bridgetown
area adld referring to the handicaps under
which they are labouring. kAst year Many

members inspected the orchards in that dis-
trict and expressed delight and wonder at
their excellence. Yet despite the bright pros-
Pects, the results of last season's exporta-
tions were disastrous. Rlealising what an asset
we have in the orchards in the Nelson district,
the tine should be past for discussing the
question of giving the people their natural
port rights. The old evils still continue. The
Premier waes inl funbisry somne two months,
since, ad admitted the necessity for provid-
ing these facilities. He went so far as to
say that if we- were going to develop the
South-West, we must at the same time de-
velop, our ports. It is useless to develop the
country without providing tlse natusral port
facilities. I hope the Goveranment will mnake
somec declaration as to what is to be done.
If the smoney spent onl the port of flunbury
had( been properly spent, it would have
pirovided ample facilities for the next
50) years. We are confronted with many diffi-
culties, but no real eff ort seems to be made
tr overcome them. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. 0. Angwin) on a
pievious occasion when referring to the Baun-
bury harbour works, said, ''You will soon
be silted up." Our trouble has been largely
due to the silting, and there has been no one
to issist that the vorks be constructed out-
side tlse silt area. The latest expenditure of
£:100,000 Isas been expended on works in the
silt area.

lHon. W. C. Angwin: That is what you told
me when I w-as there.

Mr. MONEY: And this work w:1s done
after the difficulty had been pointed out both
(,il)- asnd 1) written communications. There
Vlas no0 eXcuse for that huge blunder. That
nistne;- has gone, and it mean's endless trouble
for tile fusture.

Mr. A. Thomson: You mean that we have
not got value for the mosney.

Mr. MO10NEY: There is no doubt we have
irtat got val e for it-

Mr. A. Thnnmson: Who is resposnsible for
that?

Hosn. P'. Collier: The professional men, of
course.

Mr. MONEY: Withont dealing with indi-
%idisal or departmental responsibilities, we
have not received value for that money. If
we lied re.-eived value for it, we would have
had facilities sufficient for thet next .50 years.

Iala satisfied there are no engineering diffi-
culties to prevent the construetioji of a first-
class port at Bnbnry.

The Premier: You have said that before.
Mr. -MONEY: And I shall repeat it a

liumdred times if niothig is done. It is
tedious to have to reiterate.

Mr. A. Thomson: And it is a tedious waste
of money.

Mr. MONEY: No one knows better than
the Premier that what we require at Bunbury
could be pr-ovided without inrring endue
expesnditure. It is time we knew whether
the Governent intend to treat this matter
.seriously.

The Presnier: I Cannot do it in a few days.
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olr. MONEY: 'Frequent reference has been
made to it since Ifhi. Fit that vear every
party promised proper harbour fac-ilities for
Bunbury, and what has b-een donec? There
ore facilities h~r the export of timber, but
urfortunately ti ere is a slumip !in the timber
trade. f ant speakitig onl behalf of the tax-
Ipayers, the people who have to provide the
money to repay these loans. They are the
p~eople who should be considered. in view
of the rate at which our indebtedness has
been piling up, we must call a halt. We must
not create too many troubles to he dealt with
in tle future. Surely there is something
wrong with our small population of .340,000
when the individual indebtedness rises year
by year and the individual ability to pay does
r-ot increase, or even seems to decrease. The
remedy is to have in future not huge illus-
trative scemres, but consideration for the
people who are already settled on our lands.

Mfr, RICKMOTT (Pingelly) [5.3]: 1
agree with the Leader of the Opposition,
whose speech was one of which every moni-
her should take notice. Ever since I have
been a member of this House, T have heard
that our interest bill is a cause of great
anxiety. Since the Labour Government went
out of office, our indebtedness has increased
by about 34 millions, irrespective of sinking
fund. We beard a great deal about the bor-
rowing and spending of the Labour Govern-
ment, but the process haa become worse since
they went out of office. The four millions
involved in these Loan Estimates repre-
sent a huge expenditure, and every reason-
able inquiry should be mace before the
money is disbursed. A. railway representing
a very considerable sum has already been
nuthorised here, but has not yet been passed
by another place.

Mr. A. Thomson: There is only £10,1000
for that railway on these Loan Estimates.

Mr. ITICKMO0TT: Objection may be
taken to the passing of that Railway Bill in
another place. The mnember for Williams-
Narrogin (%fr. Johnston) referred to the
action of the Premier in stopping the con-
struction of the ])warda-Nnrrogin railway.
That railway was authorised, and as I thintk,
unfortunately authorised, by the Labour Gov-
ernment. It was amuthorised without due in-
quiry. Only one speech was made on the
second reading'here, a-nd there was only one
speech on the Bill in another place, and this
latter speech was not very much in favour of
the expenditure. There is no means of ob-
taining traffic for the Dwarda-Narrogia line
except it be taken from the Great Southern
railway. The line would be a white
elephant.

Mr. Johnston: You have never seem the
route.

Mr, HICKIIOTT: I know all about the
route.

'Mr. Johnston: You know you hare never
seen it.

Mr. HIGKMOTT: It. is a pity the line
was ever authorised.

Mr. Johnston: ft is a pity you stand for
repudiaition.

Mr. 1-1 ItlOIOTT: There should be the,
fullest inquiry before the construction of
that line is 1 -oveeeded with. Every possible
caution is necessary, eeing tliat our interest
bill now absorbs the rester part of our
uevele. I saty nothingr about stopping the

.Tariiadup-Denmnark railway, which is for the
development of the South-West. A great deal
of that railway will run through excellent
country, thong]h the rountry will take longer
to become reproductive than land in the
wheat belt, for instxuce. I was somewhat
surprised at the remarks of the deputy
Leader of the Opposition in c-riticism o? the
Country Part%,. Tie said the Government
had soIl tlmecanselves body and soul to the
Country Party. ft my opinion, no Opposi-
tion have ever had a fairer deal front a Gov-
erniutent than the present Oppostion have
liad front the present Government. M.Nore-
over, the Country Party have always sup-
portel anythitng itt the interests of the cotta-
try and tenidittg towards its development.
For exarnple, the Esperance -Northwards rail-
way was wholeheartedly supported by this
party. i't is unfortunate that that line was
net built 20 years ago. Had that been done,
the rniluay wonld now he a paying proposi-
tion. Never havipigvisited the Es9perance
district, 1 do0 not personally know whether
the land _ , all that it is said to bec. But
front whiat T have heard from men who have
visited the district, it has large tracts of
good land, More particularly along the route
of the railway, Had the line been coastrueted
20 years ago, probably many of the men who
sacrificed their lives by working underground
in the mines, would tiow be living. I con-
sider that we should help the goldields to a
ehesper water supply. M.Nen who know the
subject tell us thtat if the price of water
was reduced on the goldfields, many low-
grade mines new closed down could be
worked. That would mean considerable em-
ploymnent, and would be a good thing for the
State generally. Probably it would also lead
to the development of new fields. Much has
been said regarding the expenditnrc of 0eov-
ermnent money in the metropolitan area. I
have said here previously that I am prepared
to see the people of the metropolitan area
get the eonvenienaces which are necessary to
them. Personally I do not grudge them any-
thing that is necessary to their -well-being.
According to the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, large sums of money have been
spent through the influence of any particular
Party. 'We cannot grumble at money being.
spent through the influence of any particular
party, saeing that the expenditure is author-
ised by the whole House. However, we can
complain of the expenditure of large sums of
money without the sanction of the House.
I trust that before the Jarnadup- Deamark
railway is built right through, we shall be
more convert-ant with the conditions and
prospects there, I think we might well be-
gin by constructing 20 miles at each end.
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Indeed, I do not know. that it is absolutely
necessary to start at the Denmark end, for

Iam told that that portion of the railway
will run to the coast for a considerable dis-
tance; and so there would be other means of
getting produce to market. Members should
have an opportunity of seeing the country, so
that they may know what they are voting for
before there is a larger expenditure of loan
money on the line. The interest bill is
swamping not only the Government, but the
State.

Mr. A. Thomson: The Government arc
all right; they are not swamped.

Mr. HLCRMOTT: If our population in-
creases so that our indebtedness per head is
materially reduced, that would be a way out
of the difficulty. But, as the Leader of the
Opposition has said, as our population comes
along9, so0 it goes away again, and for the
last tea or twelve years we do not seem to
have made nmuch progress in point of popu-
lation,.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [5.14J:
Like other members, I am concerned about the
fact that the Governmenit, apparently in order
to put a good complexion on the annual receipts
and expenditure, the expenditure particularly,
have resorted to the device of spending from
lean funds large stums which should properly
be a charge against revenue. The people,
so far as I canl see, are anaware of what is
happening. So are members of the House,
until they have an opportunity of discover-
ing how money is being expended from loan
funads. We ma 'y depend upon this, that from
now until the general election of next year,
the Government will resort to every possible
mens of sp~ending loan moneys on works
where loan moneys should not justly be ex-
peuded; and this with a view to placating the
vlertors and inducing then, to believe that the
finances are in a better position than is actu-
ally the ease.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is a wrong thing to
say, surely.

Hon. M1. P. TROY: I will prove it as I
go along. The monthly accounts prove it.
Prior to the last Federal elections the Core-
inouwenlth Government borrowed money to
make up the expenditure, and robbed the
note issue of four millions in order to meet
tlheir liabilities.

Air. Carboy: The people must have been
wise to them.

lion. M!. F. TROY: Yes, but not until
towards the end of the elections. Had the
elections been held in March next, the Nation-
alist party would have gone down to a greater
extent even than they did. Only on the host-
incs do these things come out, for in the
Press there is given but one view. What I
am concerned about is that the State Gov-
erment have expended from loan, money
which should have been provided out of rev-
enue. Here we have an item, "Harbonrs
and rivers, imptrovemenrts to Swan River, re-
construction of pleasure boat houses''-a re-
niarkable work of development!

Mr. Clydesdale: They are thoem which were
burned down.

Hon. Mf. F. TROY: What a magnificent
reproductive work to be built from loan!

Mr. Teesdale: They are let at good ren-
tals.

Hon. 2,!I. F. TROY: The hon. member
stands for a policy under which money is
borrowed to build pleasure boat houses.

Mr. Mann: They are jot exclusively pleas-
ure boat houses, for they are used by the
ferry boats.

Hloa. Mf. 1'. TROY: We build pleasure boat
l'ouses from loan, while in the country hun-
dreds of pounds worth of stock-are destroyed
for want of water supply. People are carting
water nine and 10 miles, yet the Government
can find money for the reconstruction of
pleasure boat houses. Hf the Treasury were
cver-fiowving, this sort of thing might be j usti-
fed, but w'hen the Treasury is six millien
pounds to the bad, and when the country
ii merely entering upon production, and the
people are struggling under most adverse
conditions, we should not bea spending money
in this way.

Mr. Moan: We must have ferry boats.
Holl. If. F. TROY: Again, last year loan

money was spent on the Bunbury High
School. There was a time when this sort
of work was built fromt revenue, but nowv it
all comes out of loan. I have no objection
to the building of these works from revenue,
but money should not be provided out of
loan except for reproductive works. Then
we have the Hospital for the Insane.

Mr. Marshall: I hope there will be no
reproduction there.

Hon. Af. F. TROY: And for the Govern-
narot Printing Office a new diningroom is to
be built fromt loan monley. Is there any
necessity for a new diningrooin at the Govern-
nient L'rinting Offie?~

Hon. P. Collier: If so, why not build it
out of revenue?

Ho,,. M. F. TROY: Exactly. Plenty of
good men are eating their dinners 2,000 feet
dow-n ines, in the dirty surroundings where
they have been working. Yet the Govern-
went can build diningrooms out of loan
m~oney.

Mir. -,%ann: Do you suggest that the men
et the Government Printing Office should con-
tinue to eat their dinners in the street?

The Minister for Mines: Sitting on the
window sills?

Hon. Mf. F. TRtOY: Where did the Minis.
ter- eat his dinner when he was working on
the Golden Mile?

The Minister for Mines: Anywhere, but
that is no reason why these men should not
eat under decent conditions.

Hon. Mf. F. TROY! The purpose of the
Minister's interjection is to suggest to those
men that in mn opinion they should not have
decent diingroom accommodation. I am pre-
pared to give it, but nlot from loan money
while so many others are living under moat
uncomfortable conditions. Why should the
men at the printing office have to eat their
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dinners in the street? Employees of private
firms are not required to do that.

Mr. MeCallum: When at the Government
Printing1 O)ffice I had to eat my dinner on
the bench. where I had been woriking. Fre-
quenitly I ate more glue than bread.

Mr. Marshall: That is what makes you
such a sticker.

Ron. M1. F. TROY: Apparently it did the
lion, member a lot of good. If the men at
the Government Printing Office do not enjoy
good conditions, I amt very much surprised.

Mr. Meoalluin: I worked there for 13
veaep, and I know the conditions. The
hiniuugroomn is long overdue.

Hon. M. V. TRO ,Y: So are many other
things in this State, it one locality in my
electorate the people had to wait 12 months
for a water supply.

Mr. McCallum: In Fremantlo I have
waited for 13 years without getting one.

Ron. M. F. TRGY:- But the people I refer
to have to cart water for 10 miles.

'Mr. McCallum: And I have to go down
the street to get a bath. I am worse off for
water in ]Fremantlo than are any of the
people in your electorate.

Ron. Kt F. TROY: People in the con-
stituency of the Minister for Agriculture have
to cart water 10 miles. I do not object to
the provision of these facilities in the city.

Mr. Clydesdale: Then you have a queer
way of showing that you do not object.

Ron. Mt. F. TROY: But I object to it
when the country cannot afford it, and when
people elsewhere have to make great saen-
flees. I notice an amount of 'money provided
for the building of halls for say agricultural
friends. I understood it was the policy of
the Government to make people build their
own hballs. Certainly an agricultural hall
cannot be called a reproductive work. Any
money expended on such a purpose should
come fromn revenue. Moreover, why should
the provision of this money be restricted to
the building of agricultural halls? Why
should not people in other industries be af-
forded the same facility? I take strong
exception to the Government singling out any
section of the people for advantages denied
to others. I regret to find that tfih amount
provided on the Estisnii-is tfon mining devel-
opment is only £45,000, with an additional
£10,000 for State batteries. That makes a
total of £55,000. When we edmipaide that.
with the millions provided for agricultur-al
development, we must see ftat people con-
nected with the mining industry generally
have good cause for complaint. Last year
£4A5,000 was provided and only £38,000 spent.
For the erection of State batteries £12,000
was provided and only £4,000 spent. There
is evidence that we are on the eve Of
important mining developments in Western
Anstrilia. Greater attention ls been given
to miaing development tban of recent years,
and thene ane more inquiries for mining pro-
perties than has been the case for four or five
-years. Any good proposition can readily

be floated to-dsy, for the investor will take
more risk than has latterly been the case. If
the Government want to give a filip to the
industry they muust spend more than is pro-
vided on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. A. Thomson: They can always excess
the vote,

Hon. Mt. F. TROT: But it is not eseessed.
The Premier; No reasonable request is

refused.
Ron. M. F. TROY: I admit that any re-

quests I have preferred have generally been
acceded to. The Government must pursue a
definite and active policy, and must be pre-
pared to help those who are spending their
own m oney by cent aibatiag -funds f romn those
belonging to the State. Water supplies f or
mining districts come under the control of
another Minister, not the Minister for Mines,
but one who has no knowledge of mining
conditions and rarely comes into con-
tact with mining associations. It is a
pity the Mines Water Supply Depart-
inent is not under the control of the
Minister f or Mines, as was- the case
years ago. One Ministe: sheould contrd
everything connected with the mining in-
dustry. He may be ini eqmpa th 'y with the
granting of water supplies to assist the
mining industry, hut the other Minister I
speak of is not concerned in the matter. If
one does receive any consideration from the
latter Minister it is only obtained after a
hard struggle and the lapse of many months.
It is time the Mines Department bad charge
of all the work connected with the industry.
It has officers on the goldfields, and has com-
plete jurisdiction ever it in all other direc-
tions. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle, with whom I occasionally come into
conflict, referred to the poverty of the vote
as affecting metropolitan matters. We was
not quite fair in his statement that a sum of
only £91,000 is provided.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: I said £322,000.
Ron. M.%. P. TROY: The bon. member has

not fared badly on these Estimates. The
metropolitan districts may have complaints
to make, but their disadvarntages are not as
bad as is the case in the country. People in
the hack country have built up the metro-
politan area, which depends upon them for
their prosperity. Unless these people also
advance and prosper, the metropolitan areas
cannot go ahead. I do not doubt the hon.
member 'a sympathy for people in the country,
but he must remember that We who represent
country areas know both conditions well.
When I bear complaints about the condition
of the water supply in Perth, I smile.

Mr. A. T homson: People in my district
already have to cart-water.

lion. _M. F. TROY: I have had to get rid
of a great deal of my stock because of the
lack of water.

The Premier: I have seen people in Eng-
land carting water.

Ron. Mt. P. TROY: The people of Perth
say they are ready to pay for their own

2592



[16 JANUARY, 1923.] 2593

water supply. The same thing can be said
of people in the country. We may spend
thousands of pounds on water supplies but
the water disappears and the money is gone.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: You have no water
there.

Hon. M. P. TROY: We are willing to pay
the Government to put It there.

Hon. W. C. Angwln: The Government do
not put the water there.

Hon. Mi. F. TROT: If the Government
will lay out a water scheme, and give us the
conditions that apply in the metropolitan
area, and establish water catchments, we are
prepared to pay the cost. If this cost is no
greater to us than is the cost of the water
supply for Perth, we shall not complain.
There was a time in the history of the State
when the metropolitan districts received
more than all the rest of the State put to-
gether.

Hlon. W. C3. Angwin: Not since you have
been here.

Hon. 34. F. TROYt There was the pur-
chase of the tramns.

H~on. W. C. Angwin: They have been bene-
ficial to the State.

Hen. M. P. TROYs Then there was the
sewerage system afrd the electric light sys-
tem.

Ifr. Clydeadale: We paid for that.
lion. M. F. TROT: Millions of pounds

were spent on these enterprises. The Gov-
erment created fish, and meat shops and
gave the metropolitan area the advantage of
them. I have pointed out to Ministers that
people in my district have been deprived of
certain advantages, and have been told that
money cannot be spent down hero and up
there as well. Metropolitan districts have
had a great many advantages.

Hon. W. C. Angin: That applies every-
where.

leon. M. F. TROT: If the hon. member
will go to the larger cities of the Common-
wealth, lie will not find a sewerage system
such as we have here.

Mr. Clyd~sdale: That is not to say we
qhould not progress.

Hon: M. P. TROT: The metropolitan area
has no grievance as far as this Parliament
is concerned, because it has had advantages
which communities in the older cities do not
possess.

lHon. W. C. Angwin: This is the worst
Parliament the metropolitan area ever had.

The Premier: We are not near an elec-
tion.

Ron. W. C. Angimn: I do not wait for
election time to speak my mind.

Hon. M. F. TROT: I support the remarks
of the member for Geraldion concerning the
Goraldton harbour. A sum of money has
been provided for commencing harbour works,
and for further work in locating a quarry
for the necessary stone. These words have
appeared in the Loan Estimates so often
that I do not wonder the hon. member feels
that hope deferred malceth the heart sick.
Last year the Government were engaged in

locating stone; now they are again investi-
gaiug this problem.

The Minister for Mines: It is not an
easy problem.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I should imagine it
Was in a country which contains so many
ranges of stone.

The Minister for Mines: I am speaking of
the harbour scheme.

lHon. M. F. TROY: A few years ago a
sum of money was spent in erecting a mole
at the harbour.

lion. W. C. Angwin: "Aagwin'a folly."
lion. M. F. TROY: It seems that it will

be destroyed in a few years.
lIron. W. C. Angwin: It was only a temn-

porary affair.
Hon. M. F. TROY: I think it was in-

tended to provide means for taking stone out
to form a breakwater. The money might
sell have been thrown into the sea. The
Government have done something for Bun-
bury and Albany, but nothing for Geraldton.
The people of (leraldtin and the Murchison
are justified in complaining. Geraldton
badly needs a harbour. Parliament should
be Just as much interested in the develop-
mornt of that part of the State as in the
development of the south. One of the great-
est disabilities we suffer from in the North
is the heavy freight over the railway. This
affects both agriculturists and people en-
gaged in mining. The cheapest freight is
sea freight. If we had d port at Geraldton
and could ship from there, the surrounding
districts would receive a great fillip, and wre
should have advantages we have never yet
enjoyed. The one thing that would make
for the development of that part of the
State is facilities for cheaper transport to
the market.
*The Mfinister for Mines: There is no defi-

nite sea trade at Oeraldton.
Hon. M. F. TROT: A boat calls there

occasionally, but what people require is defi-
nite means of communication by sea. An
occasional visit by a boat is of no use to
people in the back country. They want to
be sure of being able to get their goods and
to despatch them at regular intervals. When
that position is brought about, Geraldton
will come into its own.

Mr. Money: If possible the imports should
go through Geraldton.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Wheat boats go to
(ieraldton but do not go there voluntarily.
They cannot get a full cargo and have to
return to Fremantle to tofi up.

The Minister for Mines: The shipping
owners of Australia refused to take any
cargo at Albany. When they got the Navi-
gation Act they usedl it for their own pockets.

Hon. If. F. TROY: A vessel will go to
Geraldton to load wheat only because of the
policy, not because the owners want to send
it there.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.45]: 1
approach these Estimates with a considerable
amount of diffidence. The sum involved is
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about the largest submitted to Parliament
since I have been a member, I consequene
of this, one finds himself in a very difficult
position. It is reeognisedl'of course that the
miigration scheme to which the Premier has
pledged the State, is largely bound up in
these Estimate-, and it is difficult for a pri-
vate member to approach any particular se-
tion of the Estimates and suggest which should
ho cut out. I have noe doubt if I were to
suggest that a particular item should be re-
duced, the Government would reply by at-
tempting to eliminate something affecting my
district. Members of this House, therefore,
occupy a very peculiar position. The memi-
ber for North-East Frematutle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) said hie could show the way to do
it.' This was in reply to an interjection by the
Premier to the effect thnt there was not a
general election pending, though he was not
going to wait for it.

The Premier: No, I said just the reverse.
Mr. A. THOIISON: Te iudr

stood the lion. member.
Hon,. W. C. Angwin: I said I would not

wait for a general election.
Mr. A. THOMSON: Then I may add, that

the lion, member is getting in early. What Itake strong exception to is the statement that
the Government had to do what the CountrY
Patty told thenm to do.

lion. WV. C. Aagwin: That is true.
'Mr. A. THOMSON: If we anialyse the

attions of the Government this session we find
that it is the Opposition, and not the Coun-
try Party, who live had nore to do with
the policy of the Government.

M1r. iMcCallum: Oh, for Heaven's sake-
2rr. A. THOMSON: It is timec the Coy-

ernatent did their part.
Hon. M. F. Troy: Is it not your Govern-

nvent 7
Mr. A. THOMSON: 1I take strong excep,-

tion to the remarks of the Opposition. There
is not a tittle of truth in them. They are
made merely for electioneering purposes. I
congratulate the Premier to a certain extent
on the success of his mission to England, but

in y oinin a great deal of it that success
was due to the splendid propaganda work ef-
fected by the Agent-General, Sir James Con-
nolly.

The Premier: Of course! It w.as all his.
Air. A. THOMSON: If hion. members will

turn to the various reports which have been
submitted by the Agent-General, they will
find that he has been advocating a bald sys-
temn of immigration for some time past. When
he was a member of this Chamnber, I heard
him repeatedly speak in support of an immi -
gration policy, and if I may be permitted I
would like to read one or two extracts from his
report for the year ended July, 1921. These
will show that whilst Western Australia is
taking a great deal of credit for being the
only State to offer opportunities to our kins-
men overseas who are turning longing eyes
towards these Dominions, Sir James Connolly,
on page 16 of the printed report, dealt ex-
tensively with the subject long before the Pre.
mier went to Engla. The Premier should

not display any tenderness about matters
which are pub~lic property.

The Premier: I am not.
Mr. A. THOMSON: He should not decline

to give the gentleman occupying the position
of Agent General a certain amount of credit
for the success of the migration scheme.

The Premier: I do.
Mr. A. THOMSON: It would be absurd

for the Premier to say that he went Home and
saw and conquered London. Why, the whole
of Western Australia does not contain more
people than can be found in a decent sized
town in England.

Mr. Teesdale: You were there to help,.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I will give the lion.

member s0111 information regarding the op-
portunity I was afforded of giving help.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: You know that a
Premier carries more wveight than an Agent
general.

,Mr. A. THOMSON: No doubt. Blut the
gentlemain occupying the position of Agent
General should be given credit for having
done something to establish the success of the
Premier 's visit.

The CHAIRMAN: These Estimates have
nothing to do with the Agent General.

Air. A. THOMSON: We are dealing with
the migration policy, and wie find that thme
hulk of the money is provided on the Loan
Estimates. However, I will quote fronm the
Agent General's report to show the part that
hie took, He wrote:-

It was practically on my initiation and
my suggestion to L~ord Milner and the as-
surances I gave him that Western Australia
was capable of undertaking this work of
selection and settlement, that the overseas
settlement scheme was started. Thea again,
the en-officer scheme referred to in this re-
port, which I am now dealing with and
from which I anticipate good results, was
not only my own idea, but is directly identi-
fied with Western Australia as the only
State or Dominion which has a special
schemne of this kind financed by the Im-
perial Government. I venture the opinion
that it would be highly, improbable that
Western Australia would get this special
consideration if her requirements were pnt
before the Imperial Government through a
third party.
Hon. W. C. Angwii2: Is that the overseas

settlement scheme?
Mr. A. THOMSON: This is dealing with

Commnonwealth immigration and is dated 21st
July, 1.921.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: The agreement was
not signed then.

Mir. A. THOMSON: Of course it was not.
I merely wish to show that in my opinion we
might have done better, and seeing that we
are placing before Parliament Loan Esti-
mates to cover an expenditure of over four
millions, it might be possible to get better
financial results than we have had in the
past. The Agent General goes on to say:-

To may mind nothing matters so much to
the Empire as the settlement of the surplus
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population of Great Britain on the lands
of her Domninions.

I have an object in quoting this, because I
propose directly to refer to articles published
locally to show the trend of opinion at HRoae,
and that we, as a State, are justified in en-
deavouriag to do our best to get the right
material and to take the fullest advantage or
the facilities being offered to people our va-
cant spaces.

Hont. WV. C. Angwin: Do you know that the
settlement scheme of that time and the settle-
mnent scheme of to-day are entirely different?

The Premier: There was no Echenie then.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The Agent General

goes on to say:-
It was simply the failure during the past

half century of the people of Britain to
take an Empire view of the distribution ot
the population. In other words to encourage
those who desired to emigrate to go to the
Domnions instead of the United* States.
The Minister for Mines: That has been

said by every Agent General who has repre-
sented this State.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Surely the Minister
will admit that the gentleman who wrote that
paragraph is entitled to his opinion as well
as to a certain amount of credit.

The Minister for 'Mines: To say that that
is his own suggestion is utterly absurd.

The CHAIRMAN: What is all this lend-
ing up to?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I propose to show
later on how we might have got hetter re-
suits. Unfortunately the Premier yegards my
remarks as personal.

The Premier: I do not object to them in
the slightest.

Mr. A. THOMSON: When Sir James Con-
nolly was a member of this House he was
very keen on an immigration policy. I refer
the Premier to the speeches made by that
gentleman.

The Premier, I was hers amid listened to
them.

The Minister for Miaes: DO you imagiae
he was the filrst to suggest such schemes?

Mr. A. THOMSON: No, nor the last.
The Minister for Mines:- Thea what is the

point you are trying to make?
'Mr. A. THOMSON: In an earlier report

the Agent General rote:-
It seemed quite clear to ine on my ar-rival in England that whilst the eyes of

both the investor and the land settler were
undoubtedly turned to Australia by the
huge advertisement obtained by the actions
of our brave soldiers, Western Australia
on account of her small population could
hardly hope to compete with her snore
populous sister States as a manufac-
turer and trade;, and that her opportunity
lay in the great possibility of peopling the
vast area of fertile Crown lands she luckily
possesses.

He then goes on to deal with migration. He
was opposed to this business being handed
over to Australia House. That agreement,
however, was made in Australia. It might

he interestin to members to learn that, when
Iwas in London, there were officers in the

Agent General's department who had no knowr-
ledge, of Australia. The answer invariably
given to inquirers was "'Go over to Australia
House.," We in Wesern Australia require
mei wvith capital as well as men with mescie.
Under the system iii vo~gue when I was in
London, the officials at Australia House could
not recommend Western Australia in prefeor-
ece to the other States, and we seemed to be
getting in without capital, while those with
capital Pvere going to the Eastern Statee.
If our efforts are to be effective, we must;
endeavour to get people with capital to come
here. We should have in the Agent General's
office men au fait with the affairs of the
State, so that anyone anxious to migrate
might be able to make uip his mind regarding
Western Australia before going to Australia
House, It has been said at Home that as
many migrants as are required can be ob-
tamned for Australia. Yet i;Z the smaller
towns in the north of Scotland, the people
have no knowledge of Western Australia.
While in the north of Scotland I called at
the office of an emigration agent for Aus-
tialia, and Canada. He could give me ample
information about Canada, but he had no
information about Australia, except that con-
tained in an old pamphlet issued by the
Orient Company, which stated that there was
plenty of work for house servants and farm
labourers. Ta most parts of Great Britain,
Canada is well advertised and has plenty of
exhibits. If we are going to advertise this
State effectively, the Governmlent should send
Home adequate exhibits so that intending
niigrants may know what 'we can produce.

Mr. Richardson: What was the Agent Gen-
eral doing to allow that?

'Mr. A.* THOMSON: If the boa, member
refers to the Agent General's report, he will
find that that officer has been asking for ex-
hibits to be sent Home in order that he might
be able to make a decent display.

'Mr. Richardson: But he would not require
cs.hibits in order to be able to give informa-
tion regarding Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The agency referred
to belongs to the shipping company.

The Premier: Yes, and has been dispensed
with.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes, but these agencies
were appointed by the Commonwealth to re-
present us, and to get migrants for the Corn-
meonwealth. I asked the Agent General if
he had a list of the agents appointed by
Australia House, and he admitted that be
had not. It might be said that this matter
is entirely out of the hands of the State, but
I think Western Australia shonld make bet-
ter use of people who go home front Western
Australia. Many of them -would be prepared
to take the platform in the interests of this
State.

Hon1. P. Collier: We sIIould send more of
them Home.

Mr. Pickering:, At their own expense?
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Mr. A. THOMSON:- While the Proudier was
in London, I wrote to him from Scotland and
told him that there were 90 applicants for
one vacancy as a ploughman. I suggested
that this offered scope for sin emigration
agent, and proffered my services free, but I
did not receive a reply from hinm.

Ron. P. Collier: The member for Mfare-
miont was with him at that time.

Mr. A. THO'MSON: I had left Scotland
41 years before, and cotild speak with at cer-
tamn amount of authority.

Tue Premier: I Rent a reply.
'Mr. A: THOMSON: T did not rveive it.

I also wrote to the Agent General.
Ron. P. Collier: We were told that you

-isere rendering wonderful assistance.
Mir. A. THOMSON: That was the miembor

-for Claremont. I was not in the hand.r
-also offered my services to thre Agent (len-
cral, but re-ceived ito reply.

The Colonial 'Secretary: The postal service
must have been very bad!

Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes. Tit order to give
credit where ceredit is due, T was invited to
go through the whole of the working of the
Mioration Department at Austrnlia House,
and I concluded that so far as was
humanely possible, everything was being
done to see that none bitt the right class of
people canic to this State, T mentioned
that. I was a Western Australian first and ail
Australian afterwards, bitt Mr. Barnea. who
was in charge of the department, considered
that we f-ioulil he Australian first. I con-
sidered that we had more to offer than had
any other State. It has been said that
migration is anl Empire policy, and the point
I wish to deal with is enmbodlied in the re-
port of the Agent General, who in 1910
wrot-

Wherever oulr soldiers atnd sailors may
go uinder the flag, they will not be lost to
the 'Mother Country. lit the hour of dan-l
cer, as the war has ant ply proved, they will
be there to answer the call. Colonel Nnmery
went on to say' that the policy of the Over-
seas Settlement Committee ainmed at avoid-
ing the pitfall of iudi'-eriiuinatioa. " The
last thing we want to do,'" he said, ''is to
dump on the dominions settlers who they
do tiot want, or wheit they do not want
them. That is why we are only prepared
to find free passages for those of our ex-
soldiers and sailors who have been all-
proved by the Dominion anthori ties, -tnder
one of the settlement schemes, or who have
definite employment to go to and are
otherwise acceptable to the donminions. In
any ease, there is no necessity for hurry."

Yet Colonel Amery was responsible for the
passing of that Bill. In view of the promise
mnade by the Prime Minister, Y do not know
why we should be paying the fares of imumi-
grants coming to this State. At the 'Pre-
miers' Conference held in M.Nelbourne is May,
1920D, the Prime Minister si:

Now I come to the second paragraph of
this proposal ' I have said that preference
should be given to British es-service nien,

and that the Common wealth should seek
the co-operation of the British Govern-
ment. Every assistance we can get from
the British Glovernmnent, financial sad
otherwise, will be most material. Although
you are here in behalf of your several
States, and my colleagues are here on be-
half of the Commuonwealth, after all the
mioney has to conie out of the pockets of
the citizens of Australia. Whether it comes
through the chnnuels of the States or of the
CoUnou~wenlth is not material, Tlte Coint
moo wealth is to San ncie financial respon-
sibility for overseas transport to Australia.
'We take full res~ponsibility for that and n-c
pay for it; atul I have stated in the last
paragraph of the outlinec of the sugfgested
scemie of inmmigration : -States to enter
into an apreeitieut with the Comnmonwealth
setting out ilk definite tents what they
bind[ thcmnseltes to do in regard to pro-
viding (a) landi (b) other forms of as-
sistance, such as depots, sustenance, gen-
eral care of immnigrants, emtploymeitt o21
lIutlhie works.

It would lie interesting to know why the pro-
ttisc then made by, the Prime 'Minister hais
been deviated froitt. Ill my opinion the Cont-
itttiwealth Governmenet have repudiated the
agreement made with the State authorities.
IThe (Commonwealth and the British Govern-
ments are each paying only one-third of tite
passenger rates. Ti:e Home Government
should be jTaying miore, attd I believe WOt~ld
willingly have paid more.

Sitting suspended? fros 6.15 to 7.30 p-rn.

Mr. A. THOMNSON: Before the tea ad-
jourinent I ;was dealing wvith the Premier's
Conference held in Melbourne duiring May
of 1920, arid I qnoted from the agreemnt
entered into at that conference as to immi-
gration. t referred to the Prime Mfinister's
proise thtat the Comniuniwealth, would as-
sumte responsibility, for oversea transport to
Australia. I regret thtat that agreement has
not been carried out. The breach is detri-
mental to Western Australia. I will quote
a case in point. Ott the steamer by which
I returned to Western Australia there was
an Englishman who hind worked itt certain
British works for 20 years. He had his wife
and five children with hiit. He told me that
hie ]iad been antxious to come out to Western
Australia as it offered him special induce-
nients. Like ianiy people in England, he
wais ini the untfortunate poDsition of seeing his
small capital rapidly depleted because of
uitemployntent. Hei went to Australia House
aid stated] hlis desire to come out here as
-in asaisted immigrant. Being a married
wait, he was turned ijown. Re realised that
if lie stayed long enough iw England lie would
not have the whecrewithal to conte out to Aus-
trafla, and so hie sold itj his home, which
hr0tgltt hint about £E210 cash. It cost him,
£b'0) to conic out here; so he landed with
130. 1 may say he is a ver-y worthy settler
ilk On~e Of our South-Western groups, and I
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have no doubt that he and his family will
make goad. But the ;E180 which he had to
spend in order to get out here would have
been of nmuch greater value to this State if
it Niere in our Savings Bank to-day, avail-
able to him when assistance from the Gov-
ernmnent ceases. In this connection there
has been repudiation on the part of the Corn-
mnonwealth Government, and I am almost in-
clined to add, on the part of the Home Gay-
ement. as well. 'The Home Government.
are no"- paying one-third of the cost of pas-
sages, and the Commonwealth a similar pro-
portion. The Premier, when replying, Iight
be good enough to explain to the Chamber
why the promise of the Prime Mlinister of
the Commonwealth Was not accepted, or, if
accepted, why it has not been kept. In my
opinion, better advertising results should be
achieved by this State. During my visit to
tine Maine land I went through Australia
House, where I saw Mr. Shepherd, the sec-
retary1 wino asked tie what 1 thought of the
exhibit in the hall. I told him I thought- it
iuss very fine in same respects, but not truly
Australian, because Western Australia was
"at represented in it. He stated that the
fault lay not with Australia I-ouse but with
our people, because we had not sent exhibits.
Travelling through Scotland and England
one finds that Canada has extensive exhibits
!in the principal towns. As we have some
fine exhibits in our showrooms here, it ivonld
lie wise for the Government to purchase some
of tiheim and send them to Australia House,
toi be shown there and also in the chief
cities of the 'United ]Kingdom. That coursc
should educate English migrants to aim at
making Western Australia their destination.
[ must confess to being somewhat disap-
pointed to know that immigration is con-
trolled by the Colonial Secretary. T cast no
reflection whatever upon that 13on. gentleman,
but I bold that land policy and immigration
should go hand in hand, and should be ad-
ministered by one set of officers. I wish to
pay a tribute to Mr. Craweour, our head
immigration officer. On tine boat by which
I returned, there was a considerable number
of immigrants. I saw Mr. Craweour handle
them. He was courteous and kind, and gave
the immigrants all possible information. His
tactfulness, and his years of experience in
the work, enable him to give our new-
comers much beneficial advice. Still, the
departments concerned in immigration should
be better co-ordinated than they are to-day.
Next I torn to the sabject of viticute.
In introducing the Loan Estimates the Pre-
mier said that 169,000 tons of raisins Were
imported into Great Britain every year. He
also stated some considerable time ago that
it was his intention to settle 10,000 acres for
viticulture on the group systemn. Up to the
present moment, however, no viticultural
group has materialised.

The Premier. The experts have been en-
ga ged en the matter ever since.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1 introducedl to the
Premier at deputation of some fellow pas-

[05]

sengers of mine, possessed of a certain
amount of capital. The Premier told them
that he could put them on a group settle-
nment ''to-morrow," which would be the 14th
June last. But so far nothing has been done,
except that ltne Government have purchased
the Buekiands estate for viticultural. pur-
poses. If it takes the Premier's oticers five
mionthis to decide alan a block of land, how
much longer will it take thenm to decide that
the blovk is ready for viticulturel Before
I went to England, a member of this House
supplied me with the information that tine
Government intended to establish group set-
thenments for viticulture, and in entire good
faith I passed that information on to others.
In my opinion t'etter results would accrue if
Western Australia gave more attgpntion to
viticulture, and less to agricultural develop-
ment in the South-West, though I have no
wis-h to dlecry the latter in any way whatever.
There -ire p-ossibilities, too, in cotton growing.
Thne memuber for Roehourne (Mr. Teedale)
may be termed the pioneer of cotton grow-
ling in Western Australia. In my opinion the
Government should evince same intention to
assist in establishing cotton growing here.
Thne following figures have been supplied me
with regard to the cast of setting up in the
business of vtiulture-

For your information, I submit herewith
ant estimate of the east of settling a mar-
ried immigrant with family on 100-acre
holding of virgin land, without capital,
viz. :-Cottage (four roonns unlined), £E200;
water supply, .50; stable1 eart-alned, ce.,
£50; .30 acres clearing, £E45; 30 acres
ploughning, £15; 20 acres vines, £50; 20
aeres trellising, £50; fencing, £50; two
horses, £E30; two cows, £30; one pig, £5;
poultry, £3; harness, £20; spring cart, £25;
small plough, £7; small cultivator, £5;
tools, £10; fodder, seed and super., £1-50;
six months' sustenance for settler and
family, £E50; gross total, £745. After de-
duelling clearing £45, and ploughing £16, a
similar amount would be reqnired to settle
the saune immigrant on 100 acres of cleared
land. To this as in the other case, would
have to be added the cast of the land plus
the clearing.

Why has not the Premier done something to
get viticultural groups established? The fact
that it has taken his experts five months to
find a block of land suitable for viticulture
says very little for them, when we know that
in your district, Mr. Stubbs, and in my dis-
trict, and also along the Midland railway
there arc hundreds of acres of land eminently
adapted for viticulture. We could put set-
tlers on the land more cheaply than we are
doing. In reviewing the Loan Estimates we
have to realise that the Government hav-e
practically asked Parliament to sanction an
expenditure of 10 millions of loan money. I
am not aware that the six millions which the
Premier has borrowed-

The Premier: We have not borrowed it.
Mr. A. THOMSON: Well, the six millions

that have been presented to us with the qiTali-
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fleatiwi that after a certain period wve luire
to pay interest on it.

The Premier: We do not take it until we
wvant it.

Mlr. A. TH1OM.%SON.: That is so. I do not
know whether it is the intention of the Go-
eraluent to ask authorisation for the raising
of six millions on top of these Estimates.

The 1Premier: The Estimates are the auth-
orisation for the year. They include any part
ot the six millions which may be spent.

Air. A. THOMSON: Then it is safe to as-
sumeta that we have accepted the agreement en-
tered into hr the Premier, that on the set-
tling of 75,0iu0 immlligrant11s wve are to get six
millions of money. Oin to1) of that we hare,
four millions asked for here. So practically
we are being asked to anthorise a loan ex-
1)elllitulre of 10 millions. 'When I was at
Holme I 'aid that, baring regard to the fact
that tih' Imiperial Government wvere paying
approximately £1,000,000 per week in unem-
ploymient doles, I thought the Premier might
possibly hare mtadea better bargain that hie
did.

Tme Premier: You did not say that w~hen ill
England.

Mr, A. Thomson: Yes, I did. As a matter
of fact it is the Comm nonweal th, not the Jul-
perial tvernment, who are advancing us this
money. All that the Imperial Government
are doing is to pay one-third of the
interest for five years ad provide pas-
sage money for certain ex-serrice mien.
We could reasonably have asked the [Im-
perial Government to advance ns what money
we~ required. Even members of the Imperial
Government are thinking the same to-day.
Colonel Amery said they were not attacking
vast problems from thb viewpoint of settling
the unemployment question, hut with a view
to building up the future strength of the
Empire. I maintain that the peopling of
Western Australia is just as much a Do-
minion mnatter as it is a Western Australian
matter. We are only a handful of people
occupying a vat continent, and we have the
Homie land unable to employ its teeming mU-
liensg. Thme Government of this State could
safely pass legisation whieh would give pri-
vate companies authority to open up and
develop the North. Colonel Amery, introduc-
ing the Overseas Settlement Bill in the House
of (Conmmons, said-

The important consideration was not the
number of people, but the quantity of
goads bought. Ia 1918 the Dominions had
bought goods to the extent Of £-5 per head,
as compared with s. per head bought by
time rest of Europe. Britain's aet export
to Europe i 1913 was £32,000,000, and to
the rest of the world £98,000,000. Hle wanted
to emphasise the need for the Imperial
preference. They had passed the stage
when that phase formed part of a keen
politiesl issue. A Ministry representing
all parties had agreed in 1917 to extend
preference to Britain's customers.

That shows the trend of feeling at Home.
In London in December, 1922, Sir Godfrey

Lagdeu, Chairman of tile ('ounceil ot tihe
'Royal Colonial Institute, said-

The Department of Orerseai trade had
been conspired against by economy corn
mittees, and in the end altogether crushed
by the Geddes ''axe." From that condi.
tion it has been rescued by the vigorous
protests of chambers of commerce in
Britain and overseas. The cultivation of
an overseas trade had always been a
neglected science in Britain, but they might
rejoice to-day that their statesman racog-
nised that Britain had a very great asset
in Empire trade, and the Donminions would
give to her preference.

Sir William Joynson Hicks said:-
The Deiartment of Overseas Trade had

no high place in thte hierarchy of the Gov-
ernment, but it wvas the one department
which might enable the country to recover
from unemiploymant and bad trade. The-
only possible mecans of removing unem-
ployment was to foster trade between
Britain and the Overseas Dominions. Most
of the foreign nations either could not or
would not trade. Tf Britain could recover
£800,000,000 worth of her export which
she had lost simnce 1912-1.3 she could absorb,
over 90 per cent, of the unemployed. An
examination of the figures relating to the
Dominions' trade did not Always reveal
pleasing facts. New Zealand imported
thirty years ago 67 per cent, of British
goods. The percentage declined steadily
until 1900, when it was only 46. In the
first half df 1920 it rose to 52. On the
other hand, the United States provided
thirteen years ago only 51/- per cent, of
N~ew Zealand's imports. At the present
time the percentage was 16Y . Thme year
1920 was the most fatal year to the Do-
minions' trade because Prance and Italy
becamte enormous customers of Britain,
which was unable to supply the Do minions.
Consequently the United States took ad-
vantage of her position. Australia im-
ported thirty years ago 68 per cent, of
British goods. In 1920 she imported only
46 per cent. In the present year the per-
centages had risen to .50. On the other
band, the Amercan proportion baa risen
fromt 6 to 22 per cent. in 1920, and at pre-
sent it was IS per cent.

He goes on to say-
Canada and Australia were becoming

great industrial countries. Twenty years
ago Only 198,000 persons were employed
in industries in Australia. At the present
time about 400,000 persons were so em-
ployed. Britain must realise that it was
useless to ask the Dlomainions to doG what
was opposed to their own interests. The
greatest possibility of developing Britain's
Overseas tradle lay in the Dominions' lack
of population. Britain must relieve herself
of her surplus population, and she must
offer to the Dlomin ions men, and not refuw.
It was useless to ask the D~ominions to

-accept "scum." The Domninions would
take the best men, with enough money to
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-establish themselves. It would be better
for Britain if, instead of paying
:0.00.000.000 in unemployment ''dole;''
shte devoted £E50,000,000 to placing mnen so
that they niiht become desirable citizens
of the Domin ions. Everyone who was so
placed was a potential Consumer of British
exports. RritainL would thus create her
inv markets.

'That is from a member of the Imperial
Caliinet. TUnder that polic y, what ain enor-
atoits territory we would be able to develop!
I commend those words to the consideration
of the Premier.

The Premier: Do yon think I could turn
them into easht

Mr. A. THOMN:102 The British authori-
ties realise that they cannot go on paying
an enormous amount of money in unemploy-
umnut doles. If the Premier were to say to
-them, "You advance us 10 or 20 millions
free of interest, and we will undertake to
repay it within a given period. In the mean-
-time we will accept a certain number of your
unemployed"-I believe that such a pro-
posal would be agreed to by those in author-
iti- at Home. That would lead to the opening
up andI development of the 'State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin- They would not do
it for their own unemployed people at home.

Mr. A. THOMSON: They would not get any
return out of that. If they advanced money
to Western Australia free of interest. and the
State guaranteed to commence lrejksying it
in a certain period, the Imperial Gnvernameat
-would be sure of having their money re-
funded. At the same time we would "e able
to take from them large numbers of unpra-
played -kho would make desirable- eltir-ens
here.

Mr. 'McCalluam: Did not the Premier make
inquiries along those lines in London?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Agent General
did in 1939.

Mr. McCallumn: Did you not suggest this
to the Prem~ier when you met hinm in London?

Mr. &. THOMON: I met him there, but
dlid not discuss the matter with hini. T Was
only a private mem]ber of Parliament, while
he was the Ptemfjr.

'Mr. MfeCallum: Very muodest. You are
one of those who are keeping the Government
in office.

Mfr, A. THOMSON: Mfembers opiposite
have savedl the life of the Government as
often as iie have. The development of
Western Australia is an Empire matter, and
onle of vital importance to the Home Govern-
ment. The policy of the present adnministra-
tion is to establish people on the land and
encourage primary production. When we
see utterances of mea like Colonel Amery,
'who was responsible for the passing of the
Overseas Settlement Act, and Sir W. -..
H-icks, it is time to atsk for preferential
treatment. along the lines I suggest. A

-vast quantityv of the produce that goes into
,Great Britain emanates front other coaa-

tries, some of theta recently enemy coun-
tries. We should fall in with the sugges-
tions made by statesmuen at Home, and do
one best to make this land settlement seheme
a Dunminions scheme and not one for the re-
sponsibility of the State alone. The Gov-
ernmnent should make some effort to procure
men with capital in addition to those who
have to be assisted, and enable them to tiki
part in the group settlement scheme.

The Premier:. They nify do so.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The Premier told

some people with capital to put their money
in the Savings Bank, and that the Govern-
meat would supply everything.

The Premier: Don't talk rubboish.
Mr. A, THOMSON; That is happening

every day. I heard the Premier make that
remark.

The Premier: Not at aD.
Mr. A. THOMSON: We should encourage

mien with capital to take part in the group
settlement scheme and pay their own way.
This would save the State considerable ex-
penditure. I hope tme Premier in his reply-

The Premier: I will not reply to the
rubbish you aire talking.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Other members are
just as capable as the Premier of viewing
the financial position and the oultlookc of the
State, and have just as much confidence
in Western Australia as he has. T am. not
responsible to the Premier, but to my electors
and when I consider it my ditty to criticise
the Government I will do so. T should like
to know what has been done about viticul-
ture, group settlements. Relying upon the
promise made by the Premier five nmonthsg
ago-

The Premier: A statement.
Mr. A. THOMSO-'0N : The Premier said

"If you bring your wife and children
off the boat I will put you on at
vitifulture group settlement
That statement was muade in his ofic. T,
therefore, concluded thnt side 1)v sido with
the progressive land policy in the South-West
we shoild( also have viticulture gr-oup settle-
mteut schemes.

The Premier: The ma~n you refer to (lid
not apply for viticulture group serttleument.

Mr. A . THOMYSON: When he-u-cat to
your offe cb e n-as hi-d that there was n land
atvailable for viticulItre W Ileh Prrier
s-m thait hie is establishing vidtiltuire group
settlements?

The, Premier: We have Soldicor settlr-nwets
in that direction.

M.Nr. A. THOMSON: Soldiers
The Premier: They are good men what-

ever you may think of them.
Mr. A. THO-MSON: I am not its Foft as

the Premier tinaks. I1 mnade 110 reflection
upon soldiers.

Mfr. McWallum: Why are you critic-inhg
the Government?

Mr. A. THOUMSON: Beenause thme- re uire
it.

2.5109



2600 "[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. McCallum: It is very unkind of you.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I should like to see

groups established along the lines (if the
groups in Victoria. I hare here a pamphlet
called "Australian Farms Limited.''

The Premier: That is a private Cotpany.
Mr. A. THOMSON: There is '10 reasoni

why the Government should not follow its
example.

The Premier: We are doing nore.
Mr. Mann: Do you not think 'you would

do better by an interview than by such criti-
eisms here? You will not accomplish any-
thing.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T have elistussed
these things with the Premier and his offivers.

Mr. McCallum: You should have saved all
this for caucus.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That does not
meet. The private company has seeurgd1
the recognition of the Overseas Set-
tlement Scheme. Men with capital
are being sent out to Victoria. They
are prepared to work under certain condi-
tions and put their money into thle venture.
Why cannot we dto something on thre same
lines in Western Australia? Whiy should the
State have to find money with which to
finance all these peole? We sh~ould, if pos-
sible, secre the advantage of inducing l"o-
pie with capital to settle on our lands. 1.
trust the Premier will do Inc the hionour of
replying to one or two of the questions I
have asked. We give the Government a
blank cheque to spend about four milllious
of money. For agricultural group settlement
alone there was a sum of £452,000 set down
on the Estimates, and there are other
amounts which run into huge figures. Tho
information given to us is, generally speak-
ing, of a meagre nature. I hope the money
will be well spent.

The Minister for Works: Have you any
doubt about it?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have very rave
doubts concerning portion of the expenditure.
A large sum has been spent under our group
settlement scheme that will not be returned.
Large sums have also been wasted in the
settlement of our soldiers. The land has cost
more than it should have done. I regret we
have not the report of the select committee
dealing with the Soldier Settlement Scheme,
more particularly as that appertains to the
south-west. To oppose the Estimates would
be useless, and if I move for a reduction I
would probably be the one to suffer.

Ifr. MeCAILUM~ (South Fremantle)
f 8.12)1: It is surprising to find hlow paro-
chial we all become when discussing the ex-
penditure of public funds. Notwithstanding
the fact that for many years this State has
put millions of borrowed money into the
Wheat Belt, representatives of the agricul-
tur~al areas are complaining because money is
being spent in other parts of the State.

Mr. A. Thomson: I was not one of those.
Mr. McCALLIJM: The previous speakers

have complained because the expenditure is

now being eoneentratcd in one portion of
Western Australja. Last 'yea- more public
money was advanced for the wheat areas
thian for the Soutlh-West. Because the
South-West is now securing sonmc assist-
alice, and thre wheat belt is not getting
thle whole of the uioiey, coampla its are
being n]mile, file wheat belt has had
surch a minopoly of public expenditure for
a numbler of years that People interested
in that area seenm to think that no other
part of the State requires attention. I
believe that thre expenditure in the South-
West will show a good return, and will
repay the outlay by the benefits that will
act-rue to thle State.

Mr. Harrison: If you get the same re.
m'ilts, as from the WVheat Belt, you will do
v-ery well.

Mr. %McCALLU.%f: I have seen the finest
udair-inig counitry- in Australia, and the swamp
hinds art thre Peel estate are better than any-
thing evept WLIrnaimO and Mfount risen-
]tier. fleyond thre Folley there are munny thou-
sands of acres which are very similar to the
Darling Donn counstry. Some of the swamp
lanid onl the Peel estate, which recently had as
much as four feet of water on it, is now just
as good as Mandogehup. The other swamps
onl thre estate ire all of very similar soil.
Tlere is nothing superior to that land in the
Commonwealth. The high lands on the Peel
estate nic not equal to the swamp lands, but
lie latter, T repeat, are equal to anything

that call hie found in the Commonwealth. I
saw sonme swamp land there which, after
being drained, produced nine tons of pota-
toes to the acre in the year in which the
draniuin was done. The estate contains
ab~out 33,000 or 40,000 acres of swamip land.
Seeing the summer crops now being grown
onl land which tip to February of last year
carried four feet of water, one is astoumnded
at the splendid productiveness of the soil.

Mr. A. Thomson: Is there a market for
the produce when it is grown?

Mre. MeCALLUAN: I hope the settlers on
the Peel estate do not intend to go in for
market gardening. I trust that they intend
to turn their lands into dairying proposi-
tiomns. Uinqumestionably for a good nmany
years to cattie Western Australia will afford
an ample market for all the dairy products
that cam, be produced here. We know that
this State is annually sending East about
£2,000,000 for dairy produce. Therefore it
will lie a long time before the Peel estate
and- other similar lands overtake our local
requirements in the 'ray of dairy products,
and have to look for a market overlies.
Miarket gardening is already overdone.
In lily- opinion the work on the Peel es-
tate has been carried out fairly cheaply* .
Certainly it has been carried out on a
scale never before attempted in Western
Australia. There is now a stretch of about
five miles on the estate which is just a moving
iinks, of horses and scoops-teams and men
making ou~tlets to conduct the water to Peel
Inlet. It is really a sight to sece the hundreds
of horses and scores of men-a moving mass
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of horse flesh and humnanity. The estate is
well worth a visit. Everything is being done
in a very systematic mfantner.

The Minister for Agriculture: It would b2
better if done mechanically.

Mr. MCCALLUM: Yes. I understand that
the mechanical apprlianices wvill arrive in a
cou] le of mouths. It has been stated that a
proposition has been put ilp for the draining
of an area on the Fremantle side of the
Peel estate at Is. 9d1. or is. 10d. The
highest cost on the Peel estate has
been Is. 6d., and the Steamn navvy has
reduced that cost to about 8d. Witih drag
excavators, it is estinmnted, the cost will be
reduced to 5d. or 6dl. There is a tremendous
saving. The sooner the machinery is on the
estate, the better it will be for Western Aus-
tialia.

The Minister for Agriculture: That will
make the whole of the south-western lands
Practicable.

.\r. McCALL(JM: Yet; and the drag onl
the settler will be tlessened. I trust that those
lien. memibers wvlo have not seen the operations
on the Peel estate w-ill take an early oppor-
tunity of doing so. They will see that ill
money has been wvell laid out, and that thle
tuen are most enthusiastic on the job they
have undertaken. I regret very much that
these Loan Estimates do not shlow a larger
amount for water -supply. Actually, about
£:10,000 less is provided for this year than
wvas spent last yenr. Therefore we shall be in
a worse position this year than we were in
last year. One member has complained of
having had to truck his stock away from his
station, because he could not provide water for
them there. He contends that the mnetropoli-
tan area should not ask for additional expen-
diture on water supply becau se he cannot get
water for big stock in the country. I do not
know what be would do with his stock if he
Find them in Fremantle. At my home during
many hours of thle dlay one cannot give a
canary a drink. No one living where I live
could possibly keep any stock.

The Minister for Works: You had better
get somie new pipes put down.

Air. McCALLUM: That is for the Water
Supply Department to attend to.

The Minister for Works: No.
Mr. McCALLIJM: The pipes at my place

are quite all right.' If there is any fault witlh
the pipes, it is in the departmnent's pipes.

The Minister for Works: That is not the
advice we have.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Minister must be
advised wrongly, seeing that the department
have never looked at the pipes at my place.
A Fremartle hospital which, as I previously
stated, bad been for a day without water,
has since been without water for a period
of 434 days. A school close by my house,
I am advised, is without any water at all for
several hours a day.

The Minister for Works: Those statements
are mostly exaggerated.

Mr. McOALLUM: I speak with authority
As; far as my own home is concerned. The

mayor of F'reamptle wvill tell the House how
of ten lie has bbeat worried about the water sup-
ply. _'iy own house is being rung up at all
hours of the day and night with complaints
Ahout the water supply. -There is not a meet-
ing of the Fremnantle Municipal Council at
which sinue ratepayer does not complain about
the water. Apart from the Aspect of luau-
tity, the quality is for below what human
beings should be expected to use. Why can-
not wve get at' adequate and good supjily of
irate,? We are prepkred to pay for it. We
do Pay for it. Cannot the Oovernment oh-.
taiin tile mloney43 to give us at proper supply? .L
hope that thle matter of water supply will not
lie ellowed to PASS at the very nmech reduced
sill', shown on tlhes- Loan Estimiates. I trust
(hilt a better effort will be made to get a de-
cent supply for thle metropolitan area. It is
at v-ery poor ndvertisement for this State when
people comning here find themselves restricted
.as regardsP the use of water in the metropoli-
tan area.

Tire Minister for Works: Wher-c al-c they
restricted in tile [use of water-? There is no
i-estritticn hy the department at all. The peo-
life recive ;;ll the wvater they c-an get through
their pipes.

Mr. MCCALLU.M: Sot thle water is not in
the pipes.

The Minister for Works: It is easy to
make assertions.

Mir. MeCALLUM: I have to go down the
street in the morning to get a bath. I might
as well dwe-ll in a Siberian desert.

The MA~inister for Works: WAe go to ex-
Pense in order to supply You with water, hut
,Your Pipes Are choked up.

Mr. MCCALLUM: That is not thle case
at iiiy holne. If the complaints were isolated,
there might be somie force in thne Minister's
Asser-tion; bint the whole district is complain.
ig. Every sort of' excuse and explnation is

g i en by thle departm ent . Once re were told

t ht a shortage was due to a very muchlarger (lluatity of. wAter than, usual having
been u Sedlo a par)ctcular, day. Later, the ex-
Planatio gie wa. htasx-nhmi a
burst. Thgere were two conflieting explana-
tions.

The Minister for Works: Put your own
house in order, and you will be all right.

Mr. McCALLaIM: My house is fin order.
If the Minister would put his scheme in order,
there would be no complaints.

The Minister for Works: Your pipes are
corroded.

.Mr. AMeCALLUM: Thle pipes in the public
thoroughfares are corroded. The departmental
officers have not examined the pipes in my
home.

The Minister for Works: That is all yeu
knlow. _The, y,mhve done so.

Air. M AL IM: They could not come
round and do that witholut Somebody seeing
them. But what explanation has the Minister
with regard to leaving a hospital witbout
water for over four days, and for leaving a
school without water for hours on end daily?

The Minister for Works: If I am correctly
advised, those statements are not accurate.
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Mr. MeCALLUM: 1 soy they are accurate.
The Minister for Works: All right; that is

your assertion. :I
Mr. MeCALLUM:I the Minister is in-

formued that statements made arc not correct,
lie is content to accept that information. How-
ever, the departmental officers give all sorts
,of explanations. There are scores of houses
3n the Fremantle district, right through White
Gin Valley and to the top of Beaconsfield,
.where for hours onl end time people cannot
.get any water at all. It is onuly when tie de-
muand in the flat portion of the district is
-very small, that those people can get a Sup-
pily.

Mr. Harrison: In the country districts the
;people are carting water.

Ron, P. Collier: What an argument that
!s for elanituug that people Ahould have no
swvater anywhere!I

Mr. IMeCALLUM: Every district in the
leouuntry areas has its own Nater supply.

Hon. P. Collier: No water at Doodlakine,
,and therefore no water aayvherel

Mr. 'McCALLTJM: When Country members
,w-ant all the money expended in the rural die-
-tricts, it is time to put uip anl argument 'why
the inetropolitan area should be furnished
-with a better water -7upply than it has to-
'day. if we allow the present position to go
unch1 allenged7 the Government 'will assume
ithat we are satisflied and there wvill be 11o
'improvement whatever.

The Minister for Works: If the money
-ere provided the department could supply

-thme water.
Mr. McCALLIIM: Well these Estimates

are the place where the money ought to be
provided; instead of iyhich the item has been
cut down by £10,000 since last year.

The Minister for Agriculture: Tutu don't
kn ow what is going to be done for .l~remnntle.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I have net much faith
'in what will be done for Fremantle while
the present Government remain in power.

The 'Minister for Works: A good deal has
been done for you already.

)fr. MfeCALLITIM: I am, not aware of it.
The Minister for Works: Come down to

mny office and see the plans of ;what was
do-ne a few years ago.

Mr. MecCALL1UMN: Yes, one pipe was laid
doawn 1We have in course of construction
in Frenmantle to-day huildings worth approxi-
inately £200,000. -Surely that alone is suffi-
cient Justification for the provision of a de-
cent water supply, not only for domestic pur-
poses, but for fire fighting. We on this side
should issne to tire 'Minister for Works the
advice issued by somne departmental officers
to one of his colleagues on a meamorable oc-
casion, namely that hie should keep a stiff
upper lip whepn demianding money for the
department.

The Mlinister for Works: I thought I had
too stiff anl upper lip.

Mr. MeNfCALLUM:f You have not fared
-very well inl these Estimates. However, 1
hope you will continue battling until the
Premnier increasies the vote.

Mr. RICHAEDSuN (Suibiaco) [8.32]: 1
nun disappointed wihm somei of the utterances
from the crass benuches. The member for
North-East Fremuantle has dissected the
figures before us, with the result that we
find that of something over four millions on
the E-stimiates all the privision amade for the
metropolitan area is £340,000.

Mr. LMoney: But yon will profit fromn some
of the. others.

-Mr. RICHARDSON: The houn. member
should realise that the people living in the
metropolitan area are assisting to build up
the State just as much as are those in Bun-
bury, and therefore we are entitled to the
same facilities as are given to other sections
of the communnity.

Mr. Johnston: You have themr all.
Mr. RICHARDSON: We have not. in

comparison Wvith the population, we hav-e not
in the mnetropolitan area one-tenth of time
facilities provided in country districts.

Mr. Clydosla he: We should keep going till
we get them.

iAr. RICHARDSO'N: I agree with that.
Year alter year metropolitan members. are
told that there is under consideration a com-
prehensive scheme of water supply, sewerage
and drainage for the metropolithon area. The
Loan Estimates contain not one word respect-
Ing that comprehensive scheme. There arc
on the E1stimates certain figures relating to
those particular activities hut, as the member
for South Fremantle has pointed out, no-
thing adequate is pro'-ided. My eleq-torato,
pcrhaps, is just :as iiell off iii point ot wvater
supply as any othecr muetropolitanm electorate,
yet this year we are short of water. I
synipathise with those other electorates wvho
have been ahort for the past three Ur four
years.

Mr. Money: Why do you not agitate that
the people of the mectropolitan area should
control their own water supply?

M.%r. RICHARDSON: I ndvocated it year
in and year out, even hefore I camec into
Parliament. I hope that some day it n-ill be
brought about. In the mevantime the Goy-
ernmenit are not prepared to hmanud over the
obligation. They prefer to keep the power,
and until we can get behind that puwer ap-
parently we are not to expect anl adequate
wvater supply. Whenever wve agitate for
something, Country Party members demand
that we shouldl take the %%hale risk.

Mr. Harrison: Sonic of them.
Mr. RICHARDqON:- Tn this instanmce we

are prepared to take that ricsk.
Hon. WV. C. Angwin: We aure taki-vz it

now1.
Mr. RICHARPSONX: That is so. There

is nothing provided for the umetropolitan
:uea which is not of a reproductive nature.
It is4 nearly tume metropolitan urenberat formeud
a p1arty of thueir on-n in this R-oure. Thme
Countu-y Party -menmhers would not then ex-
Peise the power they do to-day.

Lr Tathamn: it ivooild increase, our lower.
.\r. RICHARDSON: Apart froun what has

been s pemnt already, I undlerstandl there are
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]oan funds of £45,000 or £50),000 to be spent
on tramnway extensions. For nmany years
little or no extension has been made to our
tramway system, notwithstanding that the
population of the metropolitan area has
practically doubled within the last few years.
It is the function of the Government to give
those people proper facilities for going to
and coming from their work.

Mr. Money: People will insist upon living
where the best facilities are provided.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is correct. It
explains the congestion in Perth and the
suburbs.

The M\inister for Agriculture: Although
therte is no work for then to do here.

Mr. RICHARDSON: But there is, although
of course there is also unemployment. if
the Government would pitt in hand some of
these water supplies, sewerage and tramway
works, there would be no uinem~ployment.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
none to-dlay.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the lion. member
were a city member, he would know that
there is.

-Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Ten men camte to Parlia-
mnent House kitchen to-day for meals.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Every day 10 or 12
ate, conic to me seeking employment, or at
least asking for references which may help
them to obtain employment.

Mr. Lathamn: Yet they will. not go out-
back. They are too tired.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The bioa, member
says they arc too tired to go outback,
but it must be realised that the hon.
member is too tired to stay outback.
On the subject of tramway extensions,
it would be eay for me to bring be-
fore the Committee the requirements of
my own district. I do not intend to do that.
Let us consider rather the whole of the met-
ropolitan area. Whichever way'one travels,
there is a denand for tramway extensions.
I am disappointed - that a larger sum has
itot been placedi on the Estimates for
those extensions. Deputation after de-
pntation has waited on the Minister and
beeni promised extensions. Also a Royal
Commission has recommended certain ex-
tensions, notwithstanding which nothing
has been done. Certainly £50,000 is now
provided; perhaps sufficient to build 4442
miles of tramaway extensions. Already
there is necessity for at least 80 or 35 miles
of extension in the metropolitan area. I
hope the Premier and the Minister for Rail-
ways will see the necessity for putting ins
hand those extensions at a very early date.

Lieut-Colonel DENTON (Moore) [8.43]:
In these Estimates I see for surveys nothing
but some small amounts.

The Premier: They are provided for in
general item.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: I do not want any
general items, nor do I waat generosity.

All that If want is justice for those I repre-
seat. Much has been said about the settle-
ment of various parts of the State, but no
provision is made for the district I. repre-
seat.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: Blessed is hie
whto expects nothing.

Lieut-Colonel DENTON:; There is work
for immigrants in my part of the State.
We cannot get the requisite labour there.
Let me quote an instance of the treatment
meted out to some immigrants which mem-
bers will agree is disgraceful. Three men
were sent ul, to a two-nmn job at Watheroo..
Two of then, were single mna and they were
chose,. It is r-egrettable that the employer
did not take the h~umane view of giving em-
ploymnent to the an, who had a wife and.
child to support. The man and woman
travelled from Watmeroot to Cooniberdale
and as far ats Moora, whence the branch of
the Returned Soldiers League had to pay
their fares to Perth. There is something-
wrong with a system which permits of this
sort of thing occurring. We have heard
inuch about developing the country. We want
development, but one portioin of the State

should not be developed at the expense of
another. The people in the North require
as much eonsideration as those in the South.
In the North we have to travel considerable
distances for water. At Moora yesterday
the temperature was 108.6 and teams, after
covering 22 miles with their loads, were un-
able to get a drink of water. T cannot for
the life of me understand why people in the
metropolitan area should grudge us wvater
supplies for the country.

Ron. P. Collier: They do not say you
should not have water supplies. They merely
say they should have one, and they leave
you to say that you should have one. There,
should be an adequate supply in every part
of the State.

The Minister for Works: Do you want
free water for them?

Lieut.-Coloael DENTON: No, but we do
want assistance. The country is useless un-
less water supplies are provided. Let mem-
bers imagine the sufferings of horses unable
to obtain a drink after having hauled their
loads for 22 miles. -Members have referred
to the need for introducing only suitable
immigrants. As one who travelled over a
large portion of England, Scotland, and
Wales, I1 know the class of immigrant we
want out here. Immigrants should be meai-
cally examined for fitness to go on the land.
We do not wvant men from the cities. There
is plenty of work for them in England to
build up the industries there. We want rural
men, and I think rural mien could be ob-
tained for this State. If wre could get a
large number of such men, we could reason-
ably hope to make this State what it should
be. Some time ago we read a good deal in
the Press about er-army officers settling in
Victoria. Not many of them have come here:
Why not? Ifs Western Australia not suffic-
iently attractive for them? I have had my



[ASSEMBLY ]

share of war and amn not a militarist: I am
a man of Ieate, but I desire to see the right
class of men brought here to populate this
country. Things are developing very rapidly.
If we could get some of the mcii to bet-sme
citizens here, our chance of building up a
nation in this portion of the Cammonw'ealtli
world be greatly enhanced. The member for
Roebourac (Mr. Teesdale) was good enough
to give nit sonic cotton seed which has beent
distributed throughout may district. Somne of
it will be sui plied to every school in the
district in order to develop in the Children
an appreciation of the possibilities of this
industry. Sonic day it might be necessary
for uts to make our 01%1ii gun-cotton.
Sonc months; ago I asked the Premier
a question regarding the Piawaniug rail-
way, and the reply was that rails were
not then available. I suppose if I repeated
the question to-day, a similar reply would be
given. I think the Premier now htas a suip-
ply of rails, and I hope it will not be neces-
sary to again question himi regarding this
line. During this session I brought before
the House a motion expressing the opinion
that the Government should purchase the
Midland railway concession. This motion
has been on the paper for quite a long time.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I do not think it will get
off the Notice Paper.

Lient-Colonel DENTON: Neither do L.
Mr, 0 'Loghlen: The blue pencil will be

put through it in three weeks' time.
The Premier: In less than that.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It wiU be a slaughtered

innocent.
MrT. Pickering: 'Bring it up again next

session.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Like Billy Hughes, I would

lay you five to one.
The CHAIRMAN: Order 1
Lieut.S'olonel DENTON: I must again

refer to die disabilities under which my
constituents labour. They are cut off from
every convenience. In very few instances do
they receive any assistance whatever from the
Government.

Mr. Pickering: You are in alien territoly.
Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: We are simply

not on the MAP.
'Mr. Pickering: You are worse off than the

North-West.
Lieut.-Colonel DENTON: We are like the

navvy 's dog-we are on our own.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You are looking pretty

well on it.
Lieut.-Colonel DENTONT%: I enter an em-

phatic protest against the treatment meted
out to the struggling farmer in my district,
who is not getting the privileges that a
farmer in any other portion of the State en-
joys. 'We are not' parochial.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The world is your country
and humanity your religion.-

Lient.-Colonel DENTON: But we do want
julstic. We do not get the aid of the Agri-
cultural Bank. We must be placed on
an equal footing with those in other

parts of the State, so that they may
enjoy the adv-antages offered by an in-
stitution towards which they pay their
qUoDta of rates and taxes. Much has
I uen said this session regarding the need for
developing the dairy industry. Along the
likes from Wauneron to Gingin Brook and
Irain Gingin to IMoorn is a second Bacchus
Marsh. 'Money is required to develop it, and
%ien (developedl it could supply all the dairy
pioduce required in the State. We have no-_
thing to say in opposition to the development
of the South-West, but the Goveritment should
give some attention to developing other partf
of the State. The laud there Can be cleared
rel'y cheaply. The Giovernmeat should
not treAt its 'as aliens, but make uts
part of the State. We (to not ask for
things we do not want, hut seldom indeed
are any of our requests granted. If we could
got sonmc assistance, we should lie better able
to p~roduce those things w'hich our portion of
the country is so Capable of prodimxing

The PREmER (Honi. Sir Jlames Mitchell
-Nortam---in reply) [9.0J: Few members
indeed have questioned the ivisdont of spend-
ing four millions of money.

Mr. Latbam: We ought to have more thaa
that.

The PREMITER: If I could in traduce Loan
'Estimates that would satisfy the needs of
every member, I should have to provide a
sum a great deal in excess of that. When
specaking of Arrivals and departures we talk
as though we were losing population. Thnt
is not the case. We are gaining to the extent
of ailt that we have taken in. The census of
1911 disclosed a shortage of 1S,fl00 people, but
they had not left the State. We know of all the
people who went out. They could only have
gene by land or sea, and could not get away
without our having a record of them. In the
taking of the census in 1921 another 5,000
people were missed. They were in the State.
They were not written off in either 1911 or

Q921 but the census authorities write them
off at intervals. We will say that 900 people
Caine into the State. The Commonwealth
Authorities would write off 1,000, and it
viouldi therefore appear that -we had lost
population. In a word,' the census disclosed
A shortage of 18,000 people during the last
It yecars, but that was riot the case. The
shortage should never have been written off
against us. It frequently happens that people
aire missed when the census is taken. During
the last three years we also deported 1,500
People- This would make some difference to
our population.

Mr. Willcek: Deported them?
The PREMIER: Yes, after the war.
Mr. Willeock: It was kept very quiet.

The PREMJIER: They were probably sent
away from the Eastern States, although they
were still on our lists. I people have gone
from We-stern Auistralia, whence have they
ipene? Of course there are no vacant houses
in the North-.East Frenmantle electorate. There



(10 JANUARY, 1923.] 2605

.are no empty houses anywhere in the metro-
1 .olitan area, and we have built thgusands
Of new ones. We have put nearly 1,000
married men oil to group settlements. Every
one of these families has left a house either
here or on the goldflelds. Last year we put
more than 1,000 people on to Crown lands.
We hare built many houses in country towns,
and these are all occupied. There are more
people in the country towns than before and
also more in Perth. There are more people
on the land than before. We hare put thou-
sands of people on the land during the last
three years. In group settlements alone we
have placed 3,500 people. Every tinme there
has been a stoppage of work on the goldfields
we have brought people down to the coast, and
I have sent officers up there in an endleavour
to keep them in the State.

NTr. Chesson: Sonmc ot then, wvent to thle
Eastern States.

The [PREMIER: No doubt. There has
been a eonsiderihle inpes, of population
in the metropolitan area. Apart from th
men ,vl, are at work about the country
tlhere are thousands who hare become for-
nmers. Everyone is at work. Many pbeople
hard beeni transferred from the tinhlz-r in-
dustry into employment on r-oad constrni.
tion. Men have olso come from thec goldfields
to work onl forms and onl roads. Of course
we are not losing population. I do not think
there are many people leaving the goliels
to-day. It is very difficult to prove that
people arc not leaving the State, when the
census diach-ses a shortage. It is unr-eason-
able to suppose that in 10 years 5,000
people could book their passages front West-
ern Australia without any record of the fact
being kept. It is said in the "'Australian'"
that a million people have left Canada.
Possibly some of them have gone to America,
for Canada is gretting people all the time. It
is disturbing for the public to hear that,
although we are brineing in large numnbers
of people, we are still losing population.

Mr. Willeock: We are not accounting for
the natural increase.

The PREMIER: We are not losing people.
Something was said about the public debt
per head of the population. If we compared
our indebtedness with that of Victoria the
comnparison would not he worth the paper it
was written on. In this State we borrw
money for all purposes. It all becomes part
of the public debt. In Victoria all the services
of the metropolitan area arc paid for by
boards or municipalities. This can also be
said of most of the other States. In Wes-
tern Australia we borrow money fd6- the con-
struction of water jehlemes, the puriise of
trains and other works in the metropolitan
area. We also borrow large sums which w
lend to other people for the development of
the State. Of our public debt close on 13
million pounds must have been borrowed and
lent to others.

Mr. Wilicoek: We have assets for mast
of that.

Tile PREMIER: Yes. People who have
borrowed the money are paying interest upon
it.

Air. Willcoek: We have assets for most
than a third of our indebtedness.

The PREMIER: Yes, nearly half of our
net indebtedness. We cannot make comn-
parisons in that way. Of the 10 million
pounds which have been borrowed in recent
years, six millions have been loaned to other
people who are paying interest upon it and
using it for the work of development. it is
not a charge against the taxpayer. The reel
estate will not be a charge against the people
of the State. They will have nothing to pay
upon that. The land is very valuable, and
will represent exceedingly cheap land to those
who are fortunate enough *to get it. They
will not be charged more than two-thirds of
its- value, which will include the cost of
developing the estate. The people of Wes-
tern Australia wrill get all the advantage of
the settlement of 700 or 800 people there
without having to contribute anything to-
wards it. The some thing will apply in the
ease of other estates that arc drained and
opened up. We shall have to write up
against our public debt the cost of doing
this work, but it wilt not represent a charge
upon the State. Everyone who has seen the
Peel estate recognises that we have done the
r-ight thing there. We wsill do the sanme thing
elsewhere.

Mr. Mann: Are you going to readjust -the
prices of the soldiers' lsndll

The PREMIER: Some portion or it has
tirady been readjusted. Between the Peel
-state and Sunbury there are opportunities
for settlements of the same kind. Between
those two places there is a long strip of
country upon which thousands of people can
be settletT to the advantage of the taxpayers
hut without any cost to thenm. The costs will
be charged to those who take it up.

Mr. Wilicock: Will the land rents be
paid into revenue or into loan funds?

-The PREMIER: Any recoup of expendi-
ture from loan goes back into loan. There
is a great deal that must be done. Our
financial position is due to the fact that we-
have not enough trade for our railways and
harbours. We can only overcome this diffi-
culty by increasing our population, and de-
veloping our land and industries generally.
If we could only arrange for the settlement
and development of all tfie vacant land in
the Kimlberleys, and the further development
of those already held, there would he enough
stock to keep the Wyndham Meat Works
going and to give them a chance of paying
their way. It would be the wise and proper
thing to do. The country there must be
dereloped. We shall lose the beat part of
£100,000 on the Wyndham Meat Works
unless we can provide them with sufficient
stock to keep them going full time. Money
is not so easily obtained for the development
of new pastoral holdings or new cattle hoeld-
ings as one would think. There is always a
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difficulty in financing a new territory. We
can only get over that by inducing people
with money to take up hind there. The only
alternative is to settle the country ourselves
and spend a large sum of money there. There
is no danger in spending money for the
development of the country, especially when
this means further revenue for our public
utilities such as our railways, harbours, etc.
The member for Katanning had a good deal
to say. How easy it is to say we should hate
done better. Only an exceedingly simple
man, or one who is something worse, ever
says that sort of thing. It is so easy and so
deadly stupid to sN. _aueh things that one
wonders that men can descend to that kind
of criticism. Of course, better might have
been done, but I can do no better. No man
ever suggested as much to me bef ore I went to
the old land. Tt was not suggested I should do
even as well. The member for' Katanuing
met 'no in London, but did not suggest I
should do something more; not he. I could
do no better. I did my best for this country
when I was at Home. I had considerable
trouble in getting so mnuch. The Old Country
is heavily taxed now, and is not inclined
to tax itself for the development of the
Dlominions. There may come a time whet,
Britain will htave to get more of her people
awvay, when she wvould find it much more
economical to take her people to the food
than continually to take the food to the
people. I do not know that the criticism of
the mtember for Katanudag is worthy of much
consideration. Ohviously, the criticism was
not made because of any conviction that the
arguments were sound, or that the criticism
was necessary for the purpose of setting
things straight here. It was mnade simply
from a desire to criticise the settlement
scheme. I do not know exactly wvhnt the
hen. member did in Loadon, and I do not
know w;hy he has waited so long to say so
much about the work that was done wh1ile
I was at Home. I believe there were one 'or
twvo things hie asked me to reply to, but lie
said so much that I have not the salient
points present to my mind. Perhaps he will
mention them again at some subsequent per-
iod, and then I can give them my considera-
tion. I do remember his saying something
about vine growing. T have told the House
that the viticultural industry is suited for
Western Australia, and that when wre get the
people to go in for viticulture wve will set
that industry going too. Sonic of the money
on these Loan Estimates can be devoted to
that purpose. It has been said that the
aemunt of money proposed to be expended
in the metropolitan area is altogether too
small. Let me remind lion. members that
we said long ago in this House that there
should be no further growth of Perth until
the country, districts had been more fully
developed. 'Of Course a building boom has
started here, and Perth is growing; hut that
growth is quite natural. I suppose there is
no city of 1.50,000 inhabitants in the British

Empire that has so fewv people as Perth has
making things to sell.

Mr. Clydesdale: Eastern States oppo~ition
has a great deal to do with that.

The PREMIER: The growth of Perth is
a natural growth. The people of Western
Australia are prosperous, and the require-
inents of the people of Western Australia
have built uip the city of Perth. But there
are big stores in Perth which have niever
stocked a thing or sold a thing made in
Western Australia. That is because the things
are not made here for thenm to stock and
sell. If Perth,, not being a manufacturing
centre, is to be maintained, it must be main-
tained by the farmer, the pastoralist, the
nihier, and the timber worker. If there is
a penn-y on these Estimnates that is not calcu-
lated to do something for Perth eventuailly', I
should lie very surprised indeed. 'Most of the
money on these Loan Estimates is destined
to encourage the development of agriculture.
Even if there is not much directly for Perth
on the Esthiates, members representig the
metropolitan area will understand that that
will prove all the better for Perth in the
long mun. I hope members will not set up
demands for roads and churches and halls
and--

Mr-. Hughes: Did you ever spend any
money in East Perth since you became Pre-
iniert

[Mr. Mnsmie took the Chair.]

The PREMIER: I think I have killed a
few mosquitoes there. The Government have
done a good deal for East Perth. We have
made East Perth possible.

Mr. Teesdale: There is such a thing as a
lower house at East Perth.

The PREMIER: We realise our respon-
sibilities. If we have a tramiway' system,
we must extend it bit by bit. I do not know
whether ours is the best tramway system in
flue world, because I never travel in the
trams.

-.%r. Hughes: You ought to have a ride in
the trains; it would be an education for you.

The PREMIER: 'No doubt if I lived in a
suburb of Perth, I would ride in the tramns.
We are facing our responsibilities with re-
gard to the city. I know that the water
trouble in Perth is a real one. There oug-ht
to be a trust dealing with the water ques-
tion in Perth. The people of Perth are
quite able to manage their own affairs, sod
iprobably they would deal with the water 11011.
1cm much miore effectually throuiah a water
trust. I am very pleased with the reception
whliich these Estimates bare had at the hands
of lion. members. It is very nice to know
that members approve of the Government's
proposals and also to know that nienuhers
wvant some expenditure. It is only] when
1)1 OlI do want expenditure that hlrowe, is
made. We can square the finances only by
increased production and active developmennt.
The other day the maor of Perth told the
Premier of Victdria thait Victoria is a vety
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fortunate place. No doubt it is. Victoria
levies toll on the whole of the people of
Australia. Years ago, uinder hrigh protection
and with low wages Victoria established its
industries.

Ron. AT. P. Troy: And with cheap money.
The PREMIFER: Tire people of Victoria

are very enterprising. I am not jealous of
Victoria at all. I am very pround of Vic-
toria. I can quite understand that the mayor
-oi Perth, finding himself a Victorian sur-
rounded by Victorians, was a little carried
away. The strength of Victoria's position
is due to the fact of her having levied arid
now levying toll on the other States, and
particularly this State, by the supply of dairy
products and manufactured goods generally
for the last 30 years.

Hon. P. Collier: Look what the outbreak
of the Western Australian goldfields meant
for Victoria!

The PREMIER: Yes. In 1892 there were
a great nnty Then out of work in Victoria,
and that State very cleverly sent them over
to Western Australia to work our gold mines.

Mr. Chesson: That was a very good thing
for Western Australia.

The PREMIfER: A very good thing in-
deed.

Rion. M. F. Troy: Those men made West-
era Australia.

The 'Ministry for Agriculture: Western
Australia bas been a good country to tirem,.

Tire PRE-flER: If Victoria has any
more men to send, we will take them. How-
ever, upon tire outbreak of our goldfields
those men came over here, and everything
they ne *eded in the shape of food came to
them from their own country and the money
Ivent hack, and similarly with matnufacturedl
goodg. Victoria has levied toll on Western
Australia to a very considerable extent dur-
ing all thoese years.

Mr. Pickering: Still, Victoria gave us
some good settlers.

Thre PREMIER: It was not Victoria that
was at fault in the matter. Tire fault lay
with this country in allowing the thing to
happen. We shouild have developed our land%
soonecr. Tf Western Australia had supplied
all the food that was consumned on her gold-
fields, we should now be a very wealthy coam-
munity.

flon. IF7. F. Troy: Let us open up the
goldifields again.

The PRtEMTER: Yes. Victoria has al-
ways, been particularly enterprising. When
Vim-tori, started on butter production its -an-
nun]l output of butter was worth about
f60000O. In three years the production haed
increased to £570,000. There are people in
this State Miln would faint if they were told
thart been u~C Victoria tiad increased hert lut-
ter production nine-fold in three years, we
shrouh do tire gamne here. They would not
sleep for a month. Victoria dlid the work and
reaped the rewarmd, and more power to her!
We ire g oing to do tire work now, and we
shall real) tire rewaird. "4Too late'' is an
awful cry. Owing to the war Victoria at
present Iras an u"funded deficit of £1,200,0011.

Last year Victoria had a smell deficit, though
the mayor (if Perth did not know of it.

Hon. P. Collier: Neither does the mayor
of Perth know tirat Victoria has no sinking
fund.

The PREMIER: I am glad the hon.
mrember reminded ame of that, because of oni
£5,500,000 deficit £3,155,000 represents ac-
tual payments into sinking fund. During
the last 11 years we have accumulated a
4eficit of £:2,363,000 more than we have con-
tributed to our sinking fund. Victoria noW
has an unfunded deficit of £1,200,000, ac-
cordilug to the latest statement, and, in ad-
ilition, there is some deficit funded. So that
thre position in Victoria is not so much better
than the position here.

Ioan. P. Collier: Victoria has a large
population and a small territory, while we
have a large territory and a smnall popula-
tion.

The PREMIER: Victoria and every other
State of the Commonwealth has had financial
trouble owing to the war. I mention these
tiings just now because I do not wrish it to
go out to the people of this country that our
position is so bad. There are persons who
like to make the position look worse than it
is. I hope those persous will be agreeably
surprised if, when this financial year ends,
our deficit turns out to be a great deal less
than it was last year.

Ron. M. F. Troy: You hrave provided re-
venue expendituro from loot.

The PREMIER: No we have not. If the
hoer. rucrrsber will look into the investment of
loan money in this State he will find that the
position herc is sounder than fin any other
State, The other States have found it 11cer-
sary to borrowv very large amounts. fluring
thme last nine years wye hrave been, of all the
States exeent Tasmnia, the lowest borrower.
We have niet borrowed half the amounts
raised by the larger States. I can quite
believe that people are anxious about the
expenditure of this borrowed money. I want
to impress on hon: members that this money
is being invested in developmental work. Last
year u-c spent about 21/ amillions. A large
proportion of that money "-as loaned to thre
Agricultural Bank and the Soldier Settlement
Board. When this year's expenditure is re-
corded it will be found that but a very small
proportion of tire four mnillions has been writ-
ten, tip against the taxpayers. I appreciate
timo rem~arks of the Leader of the Opposition
respecting the Peel estate. The development
there will result in adding to the cultivable
area of the State land worth at least three
times the amount expended omr it. So long as
we achrieve that result, wye can keep on till
tlhe cows come home. I wish with all my heart
thaqt the member for Oeraldton (Mr. Will-
cock) had got his harbour works provided 30
years ago. We can never expect peace from
the hon. member until the work is completed.
The Geraldton harbour serves an enormous
territory, but its development will mean a
very large expenditure. Still, it has to be
faced, for they must have a harbour capable
of accommodating big vessels. It is impos-
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sible to ask the people of Gersldtos to pay
freight to Perth 300 miles over the railways.

Hon. P. Collier: This is an attempt at
pacification.

The PREMIER: No, I do not wish to
pacify the ion. member. I rather like hint
when he is cross.

Ion. P. Collier: Thea that is why you
keel) him in that state.

The PREMIER: The Lender of the Op-
position kept him in that state for main-

-Years.

Mr. Willeock: At all events he and his
Government spent the money they put on the
'Estimates.

The PREMIfRR: Everybody knowts that a
harbour has to be provided at Oeraldtorr.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, there could not lie
anirthing more definite thtan that.

the PREMIER: At least, it is as definite
as my friend's answer to the Gernldtou
deputation which waited upon him. I (-all re-
member every deputation from Geraldton to
a Minister, and the reply given. Sormetiites I
thought they were going to get their harbour
works.' The Ev-ader of the Oppositin wai:
i-cry skilful in handling deputations. Let rue
say I ant delighted at thre reception given to
these Estintates.

'Ren. P. Collier: There is niothing more
to he s-aid.

Vote, Departmnrrtal, £81,624-agreed to.
Vote-Railways. and Tramways, £7T50,-5li:
Item, Burselten-Margaret River area,

£5S2,000:
Mifr. PJ(K E RING: Portion of this line was

built by Millars' and has been lying idle for
many years. Many of tile group settlements
must htave a railway before the winter. 1
should like an assurance that efforts will be
made to put this railway in good condition
bofore that tim'e.

The PREMIER: The line will be put into
effn-tive condition for the carrying of pas-
sengers and traffic.

Item, Land resumption, tnew lines, £6,000:
Mr. I'ICKICRrNO:1 A consideraible area ot

country will he resumed for tire nlew lint-,
Busselton-Margaret River. Notice was given
to settlers along the rouite a comiderable timre
ago of the intention of the Giovernmnent to re-
sumne the lands. H~owever, nio resuimption bins
taken place. 1 should like to know from the
Premier when the resumptions will be irade
end eompenmntiomt paid.

The PREMIER:. Resumptionis will have
4ro be maile in the usual way, and the, land
-,il] be taken as soon as wanted, Of course
compensation trill follow.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Hew much compensation
do0 they get?

The PREMIIER: Very little.
Item, Waroona-Lake Clifton purchase,

£C5,000:
Hon. P. COLLIER: Last year the Minister

for Works said the algount then set out on the
Estimatesg, £81 .090, would cover the whole
purchase price. I see that another £.3,000 is

required- I board that the amount to be paid
to the railway was in dispute. I should like to
kntow whether it has been submitted to or-
bitratoL, or whether the Government have de-
cided to increase the amount paid. I hope the
Minister will give us full particulars regard-
ing thit additional £5,000.

The MlINISTER FOR WORKS: The
9niunt already paid was all the money due
to the company. This £5,000 is provision
made in respect of lands resumption, and also
somet eutstandink accounts. The Committee
can be satisfied that not an uinnecessary
Penny will be paid.

lion. 2%f. F TROY: Last year many state-
meonts were made as to the liability for the
purchase of this line. I understood that the
Governrment were led into the purchase by
an ex-Attorney General, then member for
Cannling. A 'Royal Commission waj appointed,
hut the mntter h- never been satisfac.
tori];' cleared up. The report of the
Royal CJommiission was so involved that
one could make nothing definite of it.
Tire Royal Commissioner, w;hile exempting
the then Attorney General front any responsi-
i li ty foir misleading the Government, found

that Ihis firmi were acting for the company at
the Same time ats he was acting for the Gov-
eirnmlent. [1 do Lint wisih to refer to ancient

l iStory beyond saying that the whole busi-
truss was mnost unsavoury. I would like to
know what business is being dlone on this
railway.

Mr. Johnston:. I think £36 was received
for freight in the first month.

Hon. Af. F. TROY: I notice that a con-
siderable quantity of stuff is being brought
over the Midland line from Qinigin and
fl]lsbtoek to the Portland Cement Coma-
pany 's works1 stuff which we were told would
be brought over the Lake Clifton line. What
revenue is received from this line, and must
ite expect it for all time to be a dead loss?
Parliamnlt was not consulted regarding the
expenditure; in fact the whole thing was
carried out in such a manner that Parliament
would never have agrded to it. Had this
occurred when the Labour Government were in
office, Wre would never have heard the last of
it. We did not need to do this sort of thing
to evoke opposition front the Press. Every
act of administration by the Labour Govern-
ment was so misrepresented and exaggerated
as to lead people to believe that we were
guilty of numbers of scandals, wher-eas no
act of ours could compare with this transac-
tion. The Press say nothing about this; yet
they profess to be fair and square and above-
board-

Hon. P. Collier: And the guardian of
public liberty.

Honr. -M. F. TROY: Yes, and of public
rights. They close down and refuse to give
information regarding the scandals that oc-
cur here and in the Commonwealth. There
have been numerous Commonwealth transac-
tions involving the people in enormous losses,
and nothing has been said about them.
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The Premier: This radilay was bought
before the present Governnment came into
power.

Mlon. M. F. TROY: Yes, but the present
Government are responsible for not having
informed the country of the circumnstances
until they had to approach Parliament for
the( funds.

The Premier: Nothing happened until the
mnoney was required.

I-on. M1. F,' TROY: When a question was
asked as to whether the Government were
boilding the line, we wvere told they were
not. Yet they were building the line all] the
time. The Government, at the elections, had
the support of a gentlemnan who was sail to
halve been, responsible for the transaction.
We should know definitely. how the prolost-
lion stands. The company were to carry cer-
tain stuff over the line. They were to sup-
ply agriculturists with lime at a certain price,
but they hlive not kept their contract. What
do the Government intend to do? They' have
fulfilled their part of the contract.

The PREM[ER: T heard a couple of days
ago that the company were bringing limte-
stone from Gingin. If that is so it is quite
wr-.ong. I had meant to tell the Minister to
inquire into it. They have no right to do
that; they should vise the lue from Lake
Clifton. They get a very low freight over
our line.

Mr. Pickering: Are they using like line
At all?

The PREMTER: I dto not know. ft was
inot fair of them to ask the Government to
buy the line if they did not intend to get
their lime from Lake Clifton. The provision
regarding the carriage was so loosely drawn,
that T doubt whether it really binds them.

The Minister for IMines: They get no
freight concession unless they carry a illini
inuni of 25,000 tonss.

The PREMIR Thes Minister will inquire
into the matter.

Mr. Wilson: They are not using the line
at all.

Hon. P. COLLIIER: I ain very much dis-
Appointed at the explanation of the Minister
for Works. He has not attempted to give
any explanation.

the Minister for Works: I have told you
all I know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely the Minister
knows more than he has told usl When the
matter was under discussion 12 months ago,
we learnt that the amount to be paid by the
Government for the railway was in dispute.
The company were claiming a greater sum
than the Minister considered they were en-
titled to under the terms of the agreement
to purchase.

The Minister for Works: They went to
arbitration.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is what I want
to know. I know the company claimed a
certain amount and it was disputed. Was it
referred to arbitration; did the Government
concede the demands of the company, or did
the companyc Withdraw from their attitndo!

This wrns one of the most unsavoury political
scandals in the history of the State and I
can ieasily understand the desire of everyone
associated with it, eve,, the Press supporting
the Government, to allow the matter to
silently slip into oblivion. It is not an Agree-
able subject to discuss, but we are entitled
to flave all explanation before we ire aisked
to psass a"i additional vote of £5,000. The
file was built up largely by correspondence
by the Mfinister for Works, aind surely he is au
fail with the subject. Why should we
l"'Y this extra £5,000? Have the Gov-
eriinient yielded to the deniands of the
company. Last year it vas evident that the
eonui1auy wvere standing fir,, on their demand
and were eon tenmplating an Action at law.

The Mfinister for Works: There was an
a rbitration over it.

lion. P. COLLIER: This is the first I have
beard of it.

The Ministry for Works: Tt was men-
tionedl in the Press.

lion. 11. COLLI ER: There was nothing in
tine Pris abonut it. I have never known of
a tranisaction receiving so little publicity as
this one. fanu a pretty diligent student of
the Press and very little appears whiech es-
capes lily notice, but I have seen n reference
to any arbiration. Who was tile mrbitratorV

The 'Minister for Works: The Engineer-in-
Chief.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I do not Want infor-
ill ave byfwy of interjection. The Mfinister

aillov n opportunity to give it presently.
He stoodI up just now to make an exploits-
tie,, and sat dlown without having made it.
We ntililt to know what has been the amount
of traffic over this line. The only reference
to the work of thse railway that f saw ill the
Press was that the first three or four weeks'
operations involved like State in an expendi-
ture of 19 per day for interest Alone on
the capital cost of thne line, and the receipts
amounted to about 17s. 9d.

Mr. Johnston: They run one train a fort-
night for the busy sum~mer traffih

Hon. P. COLLIER: So far as One can
gather the deposits at Lake Clifton are not
being utilised to the extent the company
thought the 'y would be required whten the
railway was built, and it appears that the
State hans purchased a white elephant. We
are paying £66,000 for a white elephant plus
£9) a day in interest, and apparently the whole
thing is going to be of no uise, unless some-
thing happens in future whiclh "ill enable
the company to utilise the Lake Clifton lime
rather tin that from the Midland line. The
whole thing apparently has been a failure.
The State has been sold a pup. One of the
main reasons why the concession was granted
in the first place was that lime would be
supplied to the farmers at a reasonable price.
Has any lime been supplied to the farmerst

Mr. Money: I had[ 50 tons.
lii. P. COLLIER: I suprose that is

wh're tb-v collected the 17g. 94.
The _Minister for 'Mines: Rle houqht it to

get rid of the stick-fast flea in Bunhnrcv.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The result of the
labours of the Royal Commissioner was a
whitewashing of the whole affair. The in-
quiry reflects no credit upon him.

Mr. Money: Is that fair?
Hon. P. COLIER: Yes& If a lawyer un-

dertakes a public duty and does not discharge
it faithfully, according to the facts placed
before him, I shall certainly not refrain
from making suchI a remark as this.

Mr. Money: Because you think so.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course. I do not

say what others think. The inquiry reflects
no credit at all upon him. It was a balanec-
lag report and was an endeavour to let
everyone out without finding anyone guilty.
Much more evidence could have been called
if thep Com'rission'-r had desired to sift tho.
question, whic-h would have enabledl him to
place the responsibility upon the shoulders
on which it should rest.

M r. Johnston: There is too much jirofes-
siozial etiquette about it.

Hon. P. COLLIERB: We had one K.C. sit-
ting in judgment on another. They were
friends in court dlay after day, and we could
only expect such a result.

Mr. Pickering: That aspect of the matter
has not been gone into before.

Ron. P. COLLIER: The report of the
Royal Commissioner was made during the re-
cess and has not yet beea discussed in Par-
lianment. There was an extraordinary lapse
of memory on the part of Ministers who ap-
peared before the Commission, and there was
a. most extraordinary contradiction in the ovi-
dence of statements nmndo in the House when
the matter first tonic up. Before I nin pre-
pared to vote a penny of this money, I want
to know that the company is entitled to it,
and that the State is getting value for what
it has given. The freight contract was a
scandalous tihing. It committed the State for
40 years to carry 2-5,000 tons of lime per
annum, which would involve a loss to the
country of anything up to l1/d, per ton per
mile,

The -Minister for MNinoss T do niot think
it eommitted the country; I think we got out
of it.

The M1inister for Works: I think the con-
tract has been cancelled. That is my advice
from the Crown Law department.

Hon. P. COLaLIERI: This contract was
made at a time when other people were pay-
ing increased charges. If it has been cen-
celled, I should like to know. I understand
that the first claim of the company was for
£00.000,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was the sum set
down on the Estimates.

Hain. P. COLLIE.R: The files show that
the Minister stoutly disputed the claim and
would not pay. What coinpromise has been
elfected? The whole business should serve
as a warning to Parliament and to "Ministers
against atrocious contracts of this kind.

The .WTNISTER FOR WORKS: I regret
I have not the fullest information to place
before members to-night, but I will obtain the

fullest particulars I can to-morrow and bring
them before membersI during the afternoon
or evenling. I believe the £-5,000 set down
on the Estimates is largely for land resump-
tion. I do not think one penny of it goes to
the company. The claim of the company was
for sonmethxing approaching £70,000. 1 de-
clined to consider it, and instructed mny
officers to be very careful in their dealings
with the coniponfy. We were up against pco-
pile who knew the game from A to Z.

Hon. P. Collier: Did the matter go to ar-
bitration?

Th2 IMINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, the
Engineer-in-Chief was, I think, the sole
arbitrator. The company claimed amongst
otbcqr thtinks for a bonus given to
'.%r. Anketell, who was loaned by the
department to build ilii line for them.
It was an impudent claim. They asked me
for permission to recognise that officer's ser-
vices by giving him a bonus. My reply was
that they could do so if they pleased, but
could not get it out of the Government after-
wa rds.

Hon. P. Collier: It was a most impudent
claim.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:. I am glad
to have the lhon, member's endorsement of
mny statement. I think, according to the evi-
dence of Mr. Sayer, there is no doubt about
the contract having been cancelled. It was
made whilst Sir Henry Let roy, Mr. Oar-
dliner and I were out of the State. It did
not come before Ministers, and the proposal
for freight as we knew it was an entirely
different thing.

Mr. Money: The Act provided what the
freight should be.

Hon. P. Collier: 'Not for that freight.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The re-

port of the Royal Commissioner shows that
the Deputy Commissioner of Railways, Mr.
liume, made the contract. It was not known,
T believe, either to Sir Henry Lofroy or Mr.
Gardiner, and it was certainly not known to
me.

Hon. 2Wf. F. Troy. To whom was it known?
The MNTNISTEE FOR WORKS! It was

made after we left the State, and was alto-
gether different from the impression I had
of what it was going to be.

R~on. VW. F. Troy: That is a remarkable
statement.

The MNINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
all I can say to-nighit. If the Committee de-
sire it, this vote can be postponed. I do not
think there is a penny of the amount of this
item due to the company. If there is any
outstnnding account of the company, it will
iiot be paid until the House knows all about
it.

The PREMTIER: If members would like to
have the full information to which they are
eat itiell-I am sorry it is not here-they
shall have it. I move-

That the further consideration of the
item be postponed.
Motion put and passed.
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Vote-Harbours and Rivers, £171,(000:
Item, Geraldton harbour works, £10,000:
Mr. WILGOCK: I think the Premier has

told bs as much as he wants to tell us about
this item. When speaking generally on these
Loan, Estlimates I asked him to explain what
the Government intend to do in the matter.
The final word, of course, remains with the
Treasurer, who has to find the money. It is
not right that the (ieraldton people should
be deluded into believing that ant amount of
money will be spent on the harbour, and that
mnonthl after month and year after year should
go by without anything being done. I want
to be placed in a position enabling me to
speak quite frankly with mny electors. if
the details of the work are available, the
Premier should say definitely whether the
money is to be spent. There are only five
months of the year to go now.

The PREMIER: To-night I can only say
absolutely and definitely ''No.'' I am as
anxious As the lhon. member is for the har-
bour to be constructed. However, we have
not the right scheme yet. Before spending
1%4 millions of money we must be satisfied
that the last recommendation is the right one
to proceed on.

Hon. Mi. F. Troy: What steps are you tak-
ing to be satisfied?

The PREMIER: All the steps that we
take in connection with such matters, Of
curse the member for Geraldton has been at
this thing for a very long time. It is pos-
sible at the moment we hlave not anything
like the right scheme.

Mr. Willeck: The scheme has been under
ecnsideration for 20 years.

The PREMIER: Theire is another scheme
now. Some alterations have been recomn-
mended. The jetty for the carriage of
material has. of coorse, been constructed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It will be eaten away
presently; Tt was merely put up temaper-
arilly.

The PREMIER: So soon as we are satis-
tied that the qehemne proposed is the best for
fleraldton, we will proceed With it.

Mr. CHESSON: r support the remarks of
the member for Geraldton. When an amounlt
it placed on the Estimates, it should be ex-
pended. Year After 'year the Loan Estimates
bave shown anmounts for giving better facili-
ties at the port of Geraldton, hut very little
irdeed bas been dlone. Tf tllere is nn' inten-
tion to expend the amounts, they should not
Appear. The 'M1urchison goldfield is linked up
with Geraldton, and my electors want decent
harbour facilities there. An adequate har-
bour at Geraldton would mean that the whole
of the goods required l'y the 'Murehison
people would Paome by water to that port,
And then the Murehison people world have
only rail freight from Oeraldton to pay.
Either the engineers are not fit for their
position, or else their recommendations should
be carried out. There has been too much
procrastination in this matter. The excuse
now is that the engineers are t-rying to loeate

a quarry. There is no difficulty in getting
stone Around (iersldton.

The Minister for Works: There has been
a difficulty, Anyhow.

Mr. CRIESSON: There is sonmethinag wrong
With an engineer who will open up a quarry
on one stone, as actually happened in eon-
neetion With this work.

The 'Minister for Works: The engineers
must be allowed some say as to whether the
stone is suitable. There is difficulty in locat-
ing suitable stone.

Mr. C~RESSON: When a work is recom-
mended by responsible officers And money is
placed for it on the Estimates, the money
should be expended.

lRon. If1. F. TROY: The worst feature
about tis item is that it appears
every year and nothing is done. The inom-
her for (leraldton must feel indignant w.hen
ev'ery year it goes forth to his constituents that
the Government propose to expend certain
moneys on the Oeraldton harbour and yet
nothing is done. The object of the item
must be to fool the people at Geraldton. The
excuse is always some disagreement amongst
the engineers. Every time the Mlinister sub-
,,,its the scheme to the engineers, thAy Will
propose something different. In thant way
the matter could be hung up interminably.
As regards the question of the quarry, a great
dent of the stone used at Fremnitle was
brought from Kellerberrin.

The Minister for Works: The engineers
have a quarry now, and the stone is suitable.

Hon. K. F. *TROY: Then t1e only trouble
is as regards the scheme. Will there ever
be a scheme decided on? If the Government
will frankly say that the amount required
is too large and that they cannot afford it,
tile ,memnber for the district W~ill know Where
lie stands. But to mislead the constituency
year after year by a promise is to treat the
pecople With contempt. One cannot fool all
the people all the time. The position of the
miembler for Geraldton in this matter iq most
Unfortunate. He is to be commended for
objecting to the reluctance of the Government
to carry out the policy Whlich they -lvroclaim
on the Loan Estimates. [ trust the Govern-
mient will declare their intentions one way
or the other.

Ron. W. C. A-NGWIN: T iias surp:-bed
to hear the Premier say that the st-heine is
not suitable. That scheme wvas deenld on
by the Engineer-in-Chrief, his nsshitant, and
by another engineer, Mr. Ramsbothati. The
scheme follows ahmost the lines of that re-
commended in the early days byv Sir John
Coode. Another schemne "-as ;roio~ei out
from the lighthouse, but the eaginepis, after
putting down tests and floats, derided that
that scheme would involve silting up, zind
consequently the annual exlhenditt~re of a
large surn to keep the harbour clear. They
were unanimous that the prc'ent scheme
was the best one for the harbour. Tin' En-
gineer-in-Chief and myself visited Geraldton
,and met the public men of the town; irwird-
ing the mayor, who had had exferien-e sail-



2612 [ASSEMBLY.3

ing into and out of the port of Geraldton.
Betore the Engineer-in-Chief explained his
scheme, the Mayor, a man of practical exper-
ience, prodaced an almost similar scheme
which he himself had drawn up. The only
difference of opinion was as regards the
length of the breakwater. Eventually it was
agreed that the breakwater might have to
be made a little longer than had been first
i'ro; osed, another 25 or 50O feet, hut that
could only be determined by practical ex-
perience. The scheme was unanimously
adopted. In the opinion of the engineers, n
other scheme was practicable. The schem
seiceted was that of the officers themselvs
backed up by the Mayor of Geralilton,Mr
Fallowfield, who was himself a practical man,accustomed to passing in and out of Gerold-
ton harbour. It is surprising that at this
late date the question of alternative schemes
should be re-opened. The scelme adopted
would have cost at the time between £600,00
and £700,000, while the doubtful scheme,
that which it was feared would silt up, would
have east over a million.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No doubt
the member for Geraldton does not feel quite
happy over the delay which has taken, place.
There was trouble in respect of the quarry,
and I have already explained the steps wvhicIh
were taken. Since then a satisfactory de-
posit of stone has been found, so on that
point, at least, we have mjade a step) forward.
The scheme adopted by the engineers and by
the Government was the one upon which a
start "-as made. However, problems arose
whmich necessitated a review by the engineers
themselves. As hon. ammbers know, the
present session has extended over the best
part for six months, and we are still here,
meeting at half past two O'clock each day.
No' Minister, not even the Premier, can keep
his work up to date in those eircnisances.
In myl opinion there should he miore Ministers.

Hon. P. Collier: Darkis is whIli'!
,The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The whole

of my Christnias holidays were snent in mak-
ing up for the time wasted by meeting here
at half past two o 'clock each dlay. It gives
a Minister no chance to attend to his work.
This half past two o'clock business has been
tried, Parliament after Parlianment, but every
time it has prov-ed a failure.

lion. 11. Collier: Hear, bear!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: H~owever,

when the session closes we shall have time to
look into this scheme.

lion. P. Collier: But we are not likely to
finish until June.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If that
In so, it will not be possible to finalise the
scheme this financial year. However, I will
pirt it before the Premier ats soon as possible.
If what is put before the Premier is not
satisfactory, we ought to call in outside ex-
,:erta' advice in dealing with a big question
like this, for we do not want to make any
mistakes in respect of it.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Water Supply and Sewerage,
£273,200:

Item, Other goldfields, £1,000:
Mr. CHESSON: It is nearly time the out-

back goldields water supply was resamed by
the Mines Department. Whenever there is a
bit of a find, water is required and it becomes
necessary to deal with two departments,
vaunely, the Mines Department and the Water
Supply Department. It means exasperating
dlelay before one can get a bore put down.
The Mines Department should control the
water snpply for mines, especially those on
outback goldfields. In 1913 the water suppl
was under the Mines Department, and it
should be handed back to that department.

The Minister for Works: The Mines De-
leartncnt Control it now.

Mr. CHESSON: When we go to the Water
S9upply Department for a bore, they say the
cost ought to be borne by the Mines De-
partinent. I say the same. Under that syq-
ten the provision of the bore would be in
the hands of the mining inspector.

The MIN ISTER FOR WORKS: The lioa.
member would not speak as he has done if
line were aware of the facts. The Mines De-
partalelt control their vote. The Water Sup-
ly Department, who have officers on the di--
ferent goldfields, do the work when aked by
the Mines Department at the expense of the
Mines Department. They do not dispute any
request which the Mines Department ask them
to carry out.

~Ir. Chesson: There is always delay be-
tween the two departments.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
not.

Mir. Cbesson: I have seen men go off the
fields in consequence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member is wrong. If the Mines Department
want a bore at a certain place and provide
the money, the Water Supply Department do
the work at once.

Mir. Chesson: There is delay between the
two departments.

The '-MINISTER FORI WORKS: There is
no delay whatever. The Water Suppl 'y De-
partment do the work, because they have
men and plant on the different goldfields.

Mr. Chesson: I still say there is delay.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.

member is wrong.
lion. 'M. F. TROY: I am glad to hear the

explanation of the Mrinister, because I was
not aware of the facts he has just stated. T
understood the water supply vote was con-
trolled by the Works Department.

The Minister for Works: That has been
altered in the last 12 months.

lion. M.. F. TROY: The work has been un-
satisfactorily performed by the Works De-
partment.

The M10hister for Mines: We do not do the
work.

lion. M. F. TROT: The Works Depart-
memint have no intimate association with the
goldields.
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The Minister for Works: All this wvork is
done by M1r. OOBrien, who has been asso-
diated with the goldfields for 27 years.

Eon . M. F. TROY: TO the old dlays one
very satisfactory feature was the promptitude
with whitch the Mines Department attended to
w~ater supplie. A new field' was hardly dis-
covered when a9 boring plant appeared an
the heels of the prospectors and put down
bores. As a result the fields were developed.
During the list year or two it has been neces-
sary to wait months and months for these
supplies?- We have been told that there are
only a dozen or 20 men on the field. Of
course thlere are only a few men in the be-
ginning.

Hon. P. Collier: They would not get any
inure unless wvoter was provided.

Hon. It. P. TROY: Supplies have to be
found by boring and well sinking, and the
Mines Department have a lasting mnutiment
in the numbers of wells dotted throughout the
buck country.

Ron. P. Collier: And they will be useful
in years to come.

Hon. 31. P. TROT: Of course they will.
They are a reproductive work. They are the
becit and in fact the only means of opening
uip this dry' country. 'The Mines Department
appreciate the value of water supplies. When
the work was placed under the Works Do-
pnrtment, I complained because the people
wvho should be responsible were the Mines
Department. I am glad the change has been
made.

Air. COEBOT: I also was surprised and
;ileased at the information given regarding
thep recent change. Tf e'-en more control
were given to the Mines Department, it
would redound to the benefit of the gold-
fieldls. A good deal of delay occurred because
a Works Department official, after going out
to a mining settlement, olten reported un-
lavourably and the Works Department
turned down, the proposition. Then a Mines
cificial would have to fro out. That duplica-
tion of effort could well be dlone away with.
It would be much better if the Mines De-
pertinent, who understand the conditions
under which mining properties, and particu-
larly low-grade shows, are being operatbd,
had] sole control Of all things necessary to
assist the mining districts. It would cer-
tainly give more satisfaction.

The IMINISTER FOR MINES: For many
years the Mines Water Supply Department
;vas a definite sub-department of the Mines
Department, and had its engineers and staff
organised and controlled by the Mines
Department. Daring the Labour regime
we changed that policy, and placed
them all under the Water Supply
Departmen t. The theory was correct;
it seemed foolish to have engineers under the
control of the Mines Department seeking
water supplies for mining purposes, while an-
other department often had tonsead engineers
over the same country in coknheetion 'with
town supplies. The engineers were put under
one department and the whole control, in-

eluding that of expenditure, wais transferred
to the Water Supply Department. Recently
the Premier issued a direction that the mines
supplies should be controlled by the Mines
Department. The officers attached to the
Water Supply Department are to remain at-
fached to that department to advise how best
to provide supplies wvhere the Mines Depart-
ment consider them necessary. If we get a
request or have any knowledge of the nee,1
for a water supply in a new mining area,
we ask the Water Supply Department to re-

ocat on the best means of making such pro-
vision. A report is then made under Mr.
0O'Brien 's directions, and an estimate of the
cost given. If we are satisfied with the
mining possibilities of the district and the
distance from any other water supply, in-
structions are given to proceed along the
lines of the report. This year we have pro-
vidled £10,000 for such work.

Mr. Chesson: You should act on the re-
port of the inspector of mines in the district.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He re-
ports on the need for water supplies. If we
are satisfied with all the cirecumstances, we
make a request for the money. The Premier
says lie believes it is money well spent to hi-
cur expenditure in, wherever possible, pro-
vidiug permanent catchments for water, eve,,
if the mining prospects in the immediate
vicinity are not as promising ais wve would
like. We cannot have too miany catchuments
in country like this.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Development of goldfields and min-
eral resources, £55,000:

Mr. CHESSON: The stum of £45,000 is
too small to set aside for the development
of our mining industry. There wre very ex-
tensive auriferous areas which have yet to be
p-rospected, and, owing to the expense of
carrying on development in parts of the eon-
try beyond our railways, it is necessary to
assist prospectors upon whom we rely to
prove the value of these auriferous areas.
One or two good finds have recently beent
made on the Murchison. I would refer par-
ticularly to Carter and Hamilton's find,
which was afterwards Brown's find and sub-
sequently was formed into a company. If
we could find another Golden Mile in West-
ern Australia, we could expect to receive
manny millionst of money and a greatly in-
creased population. We can well afford to
spend much more than we are doing under
the heading of Development of Goldfields. I
hope next year the vote will be considerably
increased-

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
have been occasions when a larger amount
than this has been provided, but I usually
spend nearly all that I get. Last year we
provided £45,000 and spent £88,000. In ad-
dition to that there is a good deal in the
way of sustenance given in cast. We make
advances against ore from this vote. As they
are recouped to us, we make the money avail-
able again for further advainces. This year
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the producers of bare metals have been able
to conduct operations only through being able
to use this- vote as a banking institution.
vranbed some of this money has been ad-

vaedthree times in the year.
Mr. Wilson: - You also spent the £.3,000.
The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: Yet3

During the last two or three years we have
tried to appreciate the difficulties under which
our gold and base metal producers are Iabour-
ing.. It has not been easy to get money in-
vested in the industry. Although it may he
said we are taking greater risks in the policy
we are pursuing, our methods serve to call at-
tention to the opportunities presented in this
State. I believe we are on the eve of a re-
viral in both gold and basce metal industries
in Western Australia. I am afraid to men-
tion in the presence of the Treasurer that the
amount provided will probably have to be
exeessed this year, because of the assistance
which we are rendering, assistancee which
will, and I believe in the very near future,
prove of very material advantage to the
State as a whole. Of course I fihall Psndba.
your to keep within the vote, but the depart-
meat are taking more risk thant one is gener-
ally anxious to take.

Mr. Obeason: We give the department
credit for that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Stil, the
Government ought not to shout it from the
housetops that they are ready to advance
money. If an applicant is not prepared to
show faith in his own preposition, the Gov-
ernment should not assist him. The hope
of the department is that others interested
in mining will come along and back the
Government's assistance. In one or two eases
where advances have been made we have been
influenced mostly by a desire to induce in-
vestors to provide additional capital, so that
a show will not go by the board for the want
of a little more money. Criticism has come
our way for assisting the Ives 'Rewrard. How-
ever, we have fqith in the St. Ives district,
and we ask iuvesiors to accept our faith as
a reason for backing their own.

Hon. M.N. F. TROY: The Minister has
intimaterd, in effect, that the 'Mines Depart-
ment are prepared to gamble on a district.
That is the policy which the department ust
pursue, because there is nothing very definite
in regard to any minling proposition. That
is the view members must take of the Mines
Department. I amn satisfied that at present
there is greater interest and activity in
mining than for many years Past. A number
of persons have asked me latterly whether I
know of any show in my district which I
can recommend. I do not remember a time
when there was such a tendency to speculate
in mining as there is to-day. Therefore this
is the department's opportunity. The de-
partment must give a lead. Tf people are
prepared to gamblo' in this business of
mining, the Minister for Mfines musat show
that his department aire not Unwilling to
come forward and take an nt-tire interest. T
admit 'that credit is due to the MAinister ini

that connection. I have brought proposi-
tions to him myself, and have not found hin
wanting in sympathy. Unhappily, there is
a view now prevalent that the Mines De-
partment, at one time the most progressive
of all departments, and the Lands Depart-
ment, at one time the most unprogressive,
are changing places.

The Minister for Mines: That cannot ho
said at present.

Ron. 'A. P. TROY: I am telling the NjUn-
ister what is passing through men's minds.
At one period we had in the M.%ines Dlepart-
mient h ,ere men from the goldifields, who were
of progressive ideas. But the majority of
the officers in the department now arc city
men. The Mfinister ought to contriffhe the
old policy of bringing in gold fields muen and
of training his men en the gold fields.

The Minister for Mines: That is the policy
now,

Hon. 7%. P. TROY: All icaDeptartmnt
officials of any importance should have gold-
fields training and )goldfields knowledge.
There is an officer now in the 'Mines Depart-
ment here, who has been a warden; aind
whenever a goldlfields name is mentioned to
him, he knows it. Such personal knowledge
is invaluable in the Mines Department. The
Minister should Rend the young men in the
Perth office of the Mines Departmecnt to the
goldfields for experience. The department
should not be recruited from men with city
associations. Wliat mnarle the department
such a success in the past was the fact that
the awn with whom one bad to deal had
knowledge of goldlfields conditions and gold-
fields men, knowlege of prospectors and their
individual peculiarities.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have had occasion
(luring the past 12 months to apply to the
department for assistance in connection with
an asbestos find at Lina. Numerous pros-
peetors are interested in the finid, and they
have requested the department to furnish
them with a treatment plant. At that
time I received from the departmental
officer the information that the Giovernment
were seeking an efficient plant with a view to
installing it in the Pilbara district. No state-
mjent has since been made on the matter, rot-
,ihlv the -Minister has overlooked it. Do the
department intend to give any material as-
,iiStanee to those prospetors?7 In quality thec
asbestos is second to none in thle world, anl
the prospectorsi are hanging on in the hiope
that ultimately the C11overnnient will comec to
their aid. I should like to kcnow whether the
department have: been successfuli in their
search for a plant.

The 'MINISTER FOR. MIXNES: I hil a
special inspection of the field made by an
officers, who considered also the provisionn of a
treatment plant. The treatmn-nt of asbestos
is hy no means easy, and any muddling would
cost the State- a good deal of money. One
company are operating in a small way, and We
bare arranged with the-m te treat -ore front
the district, with a view to proving whether
it wyould be- wise to establish a 1-irner -plant.
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Asbestos is scattered over a tremendous area
and we do not know of any one district where
there is sufficient ore to warrant the estab-
lishment of a plant. The only way we can
help is by establishing a plant et some point
where it will lie accessible to all. We have
not yet been able to determine that point.

Vote put andl passed.
Vote, Development of Agriculture, £2,520,-

672.
Item, Assistance to settlers, industries, etc.,

£E167,944:
Hon. W. C~. ANGWVIN: Oil turning to page

27 I. finid this explanatory note: 'Tins] pay-
ment to W.A. 'Meat Export Company, Ltd.,,
also anyr a.~sistanee recommended by the board
of the Council of Tndustrial Development from
time to time." What is meant by that?

The PEMIE,'R:- This is not for the
Council of Industrial Development at all. The
expla-natory note is wrong. This money is
used for the assistanee of settlers uinder the
Tndustrie% Assistance Act. Then there is
£100,000 for the Agricultural Bank, making
a total of £267,944. This sum does not cover
aniouUnt recm111mne by the Council of In-
dustrial Development.

Hon, W. P. Angwvin: What amount have
you already paid to the W.A. IMeat Export
Companly.

The PREMTE-R: Whatever it was, it is corn-
pleted. There are no further pa2yments to be
providedl.

lion. P. Collier: But they have an appli-
cation jiending for more money.

Thei PREMIE'R: That work is not being
gone Onl with.

Ron. It. V. Angwin: You paid them over
£11,000 lInt September.

The PREMIER: All the money we are
going to pay has been paid. The company
hadl paid out the cash for machinery and, in
making the advance, we de looted the interest.

H~on. W. C. Angii: The Fremantle freez-
ing works nd the meat export company are
the one concern?

The PREMIFER: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: It is described by both

terms in the file.
The PRE3I [M: It is the same concern.
Ron. 1'. COLLIER: I c-ould not quite fol-

low the Premier's explanation. We must be
voting on thesev Estimates somec portion of the
mtmnmc'v which has been advanced by the Gay-
eromnnt to the company. Some of the £E90,000
has Levin paid during the present financial
year. I dlo not .4upposo it muatters much under
whicht item it is provided. The :fact is we
are voting the additional amount advanced by
the Governiment, manking the totdl £91,000 or
P92,000.

The Premiier: Yes.
Han. P. COLLIER: The undertaking, be-

fore the works were commenced, was for an
adlvance of £60,000, and the amount has been

rerensed until ahoitt £92,000 has been ad-
vneeci. Does that c-omplete entirely the ad-
vnices to be nade to the company?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The files show that
the company are still asking for a consider-
able increase on that amount. Was not the
chairman of directors badgering the Premier
for an additional advance?

The Premier; That wag for additional
storage, but that is not being gone on with.

Hon. P. COLLIER- The £90,000 corn-
])lates the Government's liability to the com-
pany, if I may so express it.,

The Premier: Yes.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is well for the people

to know that at a time when the company
had received £32,000 more than was origin-
ally intended, they were in desperate strtaits
to secure additional capital and were bar-
assing the Premier with correspondence, in.
fact with "stand and deliver'' messages,
and all this time were in arrears with their
interest, so that the Government had to de-
duet the interest from the cash advanced.

The Premvier:. But they had paid cashi for
the goods.

Mr. Mann: Fortune came their way and
they operated successfully this ygar.

lRon. P. COLLIER: But before fortnne
camie their way, this badgering company took
good care that their directors drew full fees
all the time. if I ami correctly informed,
the directors have drawn Something over
£:3,000.

Mr. Manin: They put a lot of money iipto
it.

Hon. P. COLLIER:* But not nearly so
much as the Government did.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. Hughes: They will take a lot of
money out, too.

Air. Mann: There is not much chanc of
that.

Ron. P. COLTER: These men, who were
ranting from the houisetops about iiiterfer-
ence by the State with private enterprise,
were mighty persistent in demanding the
major portion of the capital requisite for the
establishment of their works from Govern-
ment funds. "Do not let tbe State control
such works, but let the State provide the
funds and, if any profit accrues, we Wtill
take it." That is their attitude.

'Mr. Mfann: They are paying the interest.
Hon. P. COLLIER: No, the Government

advancedi thein the money. The Government
advanced them £11,000 but deducted £E1,000
.far interest owing.

Mfr. IMann: They still have to pay the in.-
terest.

Mr. Hughes: If a business man did that
lhe would get two years.

Mr. M,%ann: Good finance.
lion. P. COLLIER: I have no pretentiori

to being a business man, but I -would be
willing to invest a few poands in business
if for every pound I put in I obtained 30s.
from the Government. If all failed, I could
tell the Government to take over the security,
but if the business proved suOccessful, SO long
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as I paid the interest, the profit would be
mine.

Mr. Hughes: The directors are drawing
their fees before the business is established.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, while they are
drawing public funds and are camped on the
doorstep of the Treasury worrying the MNin-
ister day after day for money.

Mr. Mann. That was only when the Oov-
ernmsent desired them to make greater pro-
vision for meat coming from Wyndhsm.

Hoi. P. COLLIER: No; the hon. member
has not studied the tiles thoroughly. The
Government had exceeded the original amount
by something like £20,000 before the stage
was readied when it was desired that ad-
ditiontal provision should be made for meat
coming from Wyndhiam. Instead of £C60,000
the Government have adv:IUOn ri1 80,000, plus
a further £11,000.

Mr. Mann: You Will admit it makes it
possible to export a lot of lanibs and muttoni
which would not otherwise be exported.

Ron. P. COLLIER: That is not my argu-
went. I do not argue that. the works are not
of assistance to the people of the State, be-
cause they are. The very seection, of the comn-
nmunity which the works were designed to
benefit, is that which has refused to put its
own capital into them. The directors of the
company have complained about the sheep
growers.

Mr. Broun: They had good reason to do
so.

Hon, P. COLLLER: They declined to Put
their capita! into the company, anti] let the
directors down. They anticipated getting
sufficient capital to go onl with the works
without calling upon the Government for a
subsidy-

Mr. Hughce: Whty should these enormious
directors' fees be paid?

Mr. Mann: J like the terni "enormous.''
Mr- lroun: There was not the response

the directors expected, bnt not all the agri-
eulturists or pastoralists turned themi down.

Honl. P. COLLIER: They received some
ukoney, but most of the stock owners refused
to put capital into the venture. Tile State
had to go to their assistance to the extent
of £90,000 to establish a purely private busi-
ness.

Mr. Mann: It is developing a new in-
dustry.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: You are very good
at advocating the use of State money by
private people.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The general policy of
private enterprise is to look askance at Gov-
ernment interference in their undertakings,
and to say that they will establish all the
industries that are needed. In this case,
however, they asked the Government to ad-
vance 150 per cent. ahove the money they
hsve themselves put in.

The Premier: They have put in £67,000.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Call it 125 per cent.
Mr. Broun: It shows their hona fides.

They stand to lose £7,000.

lon. P. COLLIER: Is not this the fotun-
dation of private enterprise? If a man
starts out in a business he stands to lose all
he puts into it. He usually takes the risk,
andl has not the handling of 125 per- cent.
mo~re representing the taxpayers' money.

Mr. Mann: In Victoria assistance was
rendered under the bonus system.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not argue that
titote who profess their faith in private enter-
prise will not accept Government assistance,
They will take it in any form.

M.%r. Pickering: Are they not responsible
to the Government for the sum advanced?

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the venture is a
success they are supposed to pay interest. If
it fails the Government canl take it over.

"Mr. '.Mann: They lose the lot.
lon. P. COLLIER: But the taxpayers

lIwe wore.
The Premier: Thney lose theirs' first.
Hon. P. COLLIER: If the business i,-

a failure everybody loses. We find that thit
struggling venture, which the chairman of
directors threatens to throw up, has enabledl
the directors to pocket by way of fees the
sum of £3,400.

Mr. Broun: You would not expect them kt
work for nothing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not tuspect theni
of being over-weightcd with philaknthropih
feeling, but wn who profess to have so pro
found a regard for struggling farmers mnigl
havec been expected to give a little of tbh
tiiue in an honorary i-opacity until the worki
had reached the profit-earning stage. Thre%
might have allowed their fees to stand ovej1
until that time, bitt they were not taking n
risks in that regardl. That is the husincs:
training about which we hear so much. Tilet
look -After No. I every timne. "If thcre i!
anybody to suffer, let it be the other fellow.'I

'Mr. liroun: The directors- will suffer a]
right.

H-on. P. COLLIER: The enterprise is no
likely to fail financially while the executiv
are abhle to call upon cross-bench members tb

lput the pressure Onl the Government. It Wit
never fail for want Of monley, though it nma
fail for want of management. I judge tit,
executive by thle very interesting report 0
their last mneeting. Thlat meeting must ham
been of a prolonged character, because ther.
was niuch correspondence between the mpni
her for Toodyny, as whip of the Countr
Party, and the executive. The hon- membe
tells the executive they can rest assured tih
Gov-eranent have ;-romised this and that. If
says he has the assurance of the Minister fo
Agriculture that this or the other matter wil
be proceeded with as sooa as Parliament goc
into recess. But the executive reply, " W
know that past promises to dol this and tho
in recess hare failed, and so We request thil
the party get all these things done befor
the session closes.'' That is with regard t(
not one matter, hut half a dozen mattert
The Country Party are told to go backt
Ministers and see that these things are don
at once. The executive have expelled, in th,
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person of Mr. Hedges, the biggest farmer in
the State. The St. George 's-terrace farmers
expel the biggest wheatgrower in Western
Australia, and this without reference to his
branch. The much-discussed executive in
fleaufort-Street did invite a certain culprit
to come along and make an explanation. Not
so in the case of that other executive and
Mr. Hedges. It was simply ''Out!'' with-
out any opportunity for Mr. Hedges to ex-
plain his conduct. He was expelled on the
5th of this month.

The MIinister for Agriculture: That is the
first I have heard of it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then the Minister is
out of touch with his executive. He will
have to be more careful. At the iame time
as Mr. Hedges was expelled, the Deputy
Lender of the Country Party, the member
for York was carpeted by the executive for
having appeared on the platform with that
gentleman. I understand the hion. member
has pleaded guilty and is asking for mnercy.
He said to the executive: ''What would you
have (lone in my ease? Mr. Hedges is the
Most influential aman in my constituency, and
a possible opponent of mine for the York
seat. ff I had refused his request to appear
on the riotform with him, I woiild have been
between the devil and the deep sea'' I
frankly sympathise with the Deputy Leader
of the Country Party.

Mr. Pickering: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman-

Opposition Members: Take your gruel!
The CHAIRMAN: The itema is ''Assistance

to settlers,'' and I think Mr. Hedges is a
settler.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no desire to
pursue a subject so, distasteful to members on
the cross benches. I mentioned the matter
merely in order to give it publicity. Thle
Press dloes not appear to have noticed it,
which is strange, because expulsions by exe-
cutives usually arouse keen interest on the
part of the Press. If, for instance, r
Dooley should be expelled by the Sydney ex-
ecutive, the fact would be blazoned in head-
lines not only throughout Australia but also
in Great Britain. Meeting Mr. Hedges the
other day, I tendered him my sympath~y.
Those of us who know Mr. Hedges will not
require me to repeat his commelits On thle
St. George 's-terrace executive. I leave is
observations to the imagination of lion. anem-
bers. I may mnution he said that he was
not sorry for himself but was sorry for the
Deputy Leader of the Country Party in this
Chamber. How.ever, I feel sure that in view
of his youth and political inexperience the
hion. member will be forgiven on a promise
not to offend again.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Colonial Secretary
has already given such a promise.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He has stated that
nothing of the sort will appear again. He gave
that promise before, but some editor forgot it,
and so the executive called up the Colonial
Secretary and he then declared it would not
happen again. This is the executive whom

we arc asked to believe will not interview
members of the Country Party; will not sug-
gent to them that they should put a little
pressure on the Government in order to ob-
tain further capital for these works.

M~r. Pickering: The directors of this com-
pany have nothing to do with the executive.

lon. P. COLLIER: No, except of course,
that the president of the executive is also
chairman of directors of the company. At
all events, I commend the business acumen
of thoem directors who have collected their
£3,400 in directors' fees from a struggling
infaut industry which has been up against
post war conditions, ruined markets, and all
the disabilities associated with the meat
trade during the past year or tw-o. I hope
the Premier can give us a definite assurance
that he w-ill not be worried by this company
for more money.

Mr. Pickering: He could bring in a Bill to
postpone the payment of interest.

Han. P. COLLIER: If they cannot pay
interest, they will borrow it from, the Gov.
emnient. This is the company so pronounced
in their determination to get rid of the State
trading concerns.

The Premier: Not all of them.
Hon. P. COLLIER: No; still if tile Gov-

ernnment refrained from spending public
money oil State trading concerns, there would
be all the more available for the assistance
of enterprises such as that carried on by this
company. Under this item a little Govern-
ment patronage has been extended to an-
other struggling industry. Busselton has had
£5,480 of loan moneys to establish a butter
factory, and last year they had also £686.
The member for Sussex, who never wavers
in his hostility to the State's interference
with private enterprise, eloquently champions
thle claims of Busselton to a State butter fac-
tory.

The Minister for Agriculture: And they
have not enough enterprise to take it over

i a going concern.
Hon. P. COLLIER: They, have not enough

energy to shoo the cows off the verandahs.
I wonder if thle Premier is going to give
any n'ore money to the Busselton butter fac-
tory? The Governmnent are meeting the
inninteijiec of the Narrogin farm school
fromi Ioan, noneys. Last year E3,564 was thus
expended. Was it expended onl permanent
quid reproductive works, such as buildings at
the farii, or was ordinary maintenance in-
cluded in that?

The 'Minister for Agmiclture: It was for
buildings and improvements.

Hion. P. COLLIER: Then they must have
1-een very extensive to run into such expen-
diture. I agree wvith the member for Mt.
Magnet that, year after year, we are trans-
ferring from revenue expenditure to loan
expenditure items which properly belong to
revenue expenditure. There was paid last
year from loan funds £181 for the entertain-
ment of certain eastern journalists visiting
the State, and it was debited under the head-
ing of ''Agriculture.'' I do not complain
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of the entertainment of Eastern or any other
journalists, but it ought not to be made a
charge against loan funds. I protest
against .the attitude of the company
in pressing the Government for money and
still more money, and against the "stand
and deliver'' manner in which the directors
of the company demanded it. I want an
assurance from the Premier that any ex-
penditure under the heading of agricultural
developmient will not be referred for advice
or recommendation to the Council of Indus-
trial Development. Prom the file we learn
that the council dealt with the matter of the
advance of £i1,000 and made a recommendla-
tion. It appears to be the height of absurdity
to refer to the council any expenditure tinder
the heading of agricultural development. If
the Government have not technical officers
in the departments to make recommendations
regarding expenditure onl agriculture, it is
time we mnade a radical overhaul of the de-
partients. I repeat the statement I made
on the Revenue Estimates that I consider it
nothing short of a scandal that a meamher of
the council of Industrial Development should
have requested anl advance to the company
of which hie was chairman and had it referred
to his colleagues for consideration. I have
lost all fifth in the present members of the
Council of Industrial Development. 1f they
had hadl a proper appreciation of their
functions and responitsibil ities, they would
have declined to adjudicato on a matter
which affected one of their c-olleagueg. In-
stead of that they inquired into it and made
a reeoniaieudatiou. The secrvtory of thle
council was careful to intimlate inl a 'ninute
to the Premier that Mr. Monger was not
present at the meeting when this matter was
decided. It is extraordinary that he should
have thoughlt it necessary to assure the Pre-
mier on. that point. I hope that this bodly
nvil! cease to function until it is properly
established. T hope it will have no say ini
the disposal of anyl of these loan funds until
it has been endorsed and approved of by
Parliament, It is entirely wrong to have a
body, appoJinlted by a Minister and respon-
sihie to no one hit thle 'Minister, possessing
more power than do members of this House,
able to dletermnine thle expenditture of public
fuadR. If it is necessary to have such a
bodly, Parliament should lie asked to give it
statutory authority anId lay duwnm thle terms
and conditions under whichi it shall function.
Until this is done, thle Council of Industrial
Development should be disbandedl.

7Mr. MARSHTALL: I move--

That progress be reported.

Motion putt and negativedt.
The PREMITER: At Freinantle the corn-

pany purt in £67,000 which most be the first
lesK. it is most important to hare freezing
works operating there. Without them there
cannot be much development in the sheep
industry. The company have received more
than waqs anticipated by way of Government

advances. It was thought that the farmers.
would support this co-operative scheme, 'but
the farmers did not go into it to any extent.
This is a co-operative company, and as such
we should encourage it. Owing to the high,
cost of material, the works cost more than
was expected. Tite expenditure to provide
f or private storage was undertaken at my
suggestion. We should have private storage-
for meat and fruit; otherwise tiese com-
modities- cannot he satisfactorily exported.
.1 suppose £50,000 was lost last iaY, leeaioe
the apples could not he satisfactorily ex-
ported without being pr coolcd.

Hon. P. Collier: Are the works absolutely
completed now.

The PDEM.NTER: Yes, for export, so far
as I know. The only Other money to be spent
will he on cattle works for local consumption.
I have Inow no request for any additional
advance. I told members I1 would ask the
House to vote any further money required
and that will be done. I should be very glad
to he spared the duty of making all these
advances to belp our industries. They are a
source of trouble. Many people ob jet to
State enterprise, contending that co-operation
is better.

Hon, P. Collier: Co-operation with Govern-
mneat money.

Thle PREMIIER: Yes, but the works at
Fremantle have been assisted with Govern-
nment money just as the Busselton hotter
factory has been assisted.

.%r PICKEFRTIG:- I emphatically deny the
statement of tile Leader of the Opposition
that undue influence is broughit to bear with
the Countiy Party to obtain funds for, 4
Fremantle Freezing 'Works. That pdsitionl
has neve-r arisen. The mere fact ofMr
Monger being chairman of directors of the
comipany has no ininlenco with the Cmnstry
Party or the executive of the Country Party,
or tile association of farmers and settlers.

'Mr. Wilson: It is a ease of tweedledum
and tweedledee.

'Mr. PRKE-RIXO:. That mnay be so in the
case of the boa, member's Organisation.

Itemm-Land settlement for soldiers,
4750,000:-

Hon, W, C, ANGWrIN: I want an expla-
nation of the words "land settlement fot
soldiers: advances to settlers to be recouped
by thme Commonwealthl." Does this mnean that
thec Commonwealth are finding the morfsy,
iiot hb- way Of a loan, but that they stand
the risk themselves? If the Government
itpead £7150,000 this year, will the Common-
wealth recoup them ?

The Premier: Nib.
Ron. W. C. ANPWIN:- Then it is merely

a loan?
The Premier: Of coin-se it is. Tliey do

not give us a penny except by way of rebate
of interest. This is stupidly worded; it is
our money.

Item -A gricultural group settlement.
£452,000:-
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Mr. PICKERING: When Ahe Premieui
visited the groups during the holidays several
matters were brought under bhs notice for
attention. I should like to know if he has
arrived at any decision regarding them. The

Diestionl of drainage there is very urgent.
The Premier: It is not going to rain there

for three or four months.
Mr. PICKERING: The question must be

dealt with speedily, if the settlers around
flusselton are to be afforded relief during
the coming winter.

Han. P. Collier: Was not the matter brought
under the notice of thle Premier?

Mr. PICKERUNG: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: Do you not trust him to

deal with it?
Mr. PICKEiRING: I am taking this op-

portunity of pressing the matter, just as the
Leader of the Opposition has (lonie on other
.licnasioiis.

Hon. P. Collier:' You halve not heard ile
piess any parochial matters in connectiont with
nfl Own conistituencyv.

Mr. PICKERING: if there is any point
that requires to be impressed upon the Pre-
mier, the Leader of thle Opposition usually
takes the opportunity of urging it.

'Ron. P. Collier: [generally bring suck
matters before departmental olffiers, or Min-
isters, without worrying the House about
then,.

Mr. PICKERING: According to tle Press,

lpranna o fficers are being unduly in-
terfered with! by members of Parliamient. The
question I have raised is not a parochial one.
Everything that can be done should be done
at the proper season of the year to ensure the
comfort anid safety of the 'people concerned.

HiOn. P. Collier: it saves a great deal of
the time of parliament to discuss matters like
'this with Ministers inl their own offices. Here
ire are in .Thuiary, and thle cost of thle session
is nouotinig lip.

Air. PICKERING: Thle que~tion of fences
is important.

lion. WV. C. Angwin: The Premier said lie
was going into that matter.

Ho,,. P. Collier: But private advice is no
good to the bon. member.

Mr. PICKERING: The best assurance Of
good relations between farmers ,ipon adjacent
properties is good fencing. The Iremier shold
fence the boundaries of the different blocks
in the group system.

lon. P. Collier: Was that matter, too,
brought before you?

M\r. PICKERING: It "'as. The fencing ot
properties is a matter that must be taken into
consideration.

The PREMITER: I have given those inat-
ters serious eontsideration for twelve months.
if I were in need of being reminded now as
to drainage, the drainage con]ld not be start'dr
for a year. I knew that the drainage would
bare to be done, and accordingly I sent along
the engineers. The officials do their utmost
for the settlers. It will be a pretty serious
thing for nie if the settlers do not succeed,

and the House can rely upon it that 1, too,
will do my very best for them.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Roads aned Bridges, Public Build-
ings, etc., £72,145--agrecd to.

Vote-Other State Undertakings, £6,638:

'Mr. ROUN: On this vote I may inquire
whether the Government intend to make the
necessary additions to the Corrigin State
hotel. Exctra accommoadation is badly needed
there. I know the matter was tinder consider-
ation at the same time as the additions which
have been carried out at the Dwvelliagupl and
Bruce Rock State hotels. The Corrigin set-
tlers are suffering great incoavenientce, and
the State hotel at that centre has an absolute
monopoly. I see no provision on these Esti-
mattes fo~r w'hat is needed.

The PREMIER: I do not know how it is
that the Corrigin State hotel has become so
popular that its accommodation is overtaxed.
The lion, member can rest assured that what-
ever is necessary at Cdrrigin will be done.

Mr. Broun: Will it be (lone within twelve
months?

The PREMIER: We miust know what is
wanted.

Mr. Lathan,, The Corrigia hotel has not
stufficient aeconimodation now, andt the Bruce
Rock hotel is fill[ every night.

Vote pttt and passed.
Progress reported.

BILL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.
Message received from the Governor, recoent-

mendinug thle Bill.-

Second Reading.

Tile PREMIER (Hon. Sir Jamecs Mitchell
-Northami) [12.281 in moving the second
reading said: The amiendnients proposed by
this Bill are very simple and very easily
understood. At preseiit a Suiiieine Court
judge acts as president of the Arbitration
Court. What the Government ask the House
to agree to is the appointment of a jpr'
lnnout .resiul -nt, wVho lii or 1110 not li e a
lawyer. The salary will hie that of a Supreme
Court judge, £1,750 pr anuni . Th2- question
of nppoi iting a permanent presidleint has been
discussed for soiie timie. It is des roil bY alt
parties who go to time Arbitration Court tant
a president, apart from, the judges, should be
appointed. I agree with that. Then therie
will Le no nied to wa it for the president of
the eotirt. The couirt will then sil conitinuously.
At present the (ourt is adjourned, because
of the long vacation, which tile juidges take.
With a permanent president who is not a
member of the judiciary, this will not be
the ease. It is necessary that the court should
sit when men are workinig. It is not expected,
of course, that the proposed president can al-
ways attend at the court, without any break
or rest or holiday; and therefore the Bill pro-
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rides that a deputy may take the president's
place on certain occasions. Under tine pro-
posed new system, however, there will be no
long vacation for the president, who will not
be a judge of the Supreme Court. His ap-
pointment will be permianent, and his salary
will ho voted uinder the principal Act., The
president will be removable only by a resolu-
tion of both Houses of Parliament.

Mr. Mai,: With the condition that the
Governor can remove him.

The PREMIER,.: Irt will hle by a resolu-
tion of both Houses of Parliamenvrt. The
president of the court should devote his whole
tune to the court. If the right man can be
obtained I think ire shall have a mnore satis-
factory state of affairs than lies been pos-
sible in the past, %%tl a judge of the Sup.
reme Court occupied thle position of presi-
dent for a few mnonths, after which a change
was made. That is not desir-able. The~re
must be contintuity. It is necessary that the
parties before tine conrt should feel that tine
president of the court Inns madet thle business
of the court his continuous study. The
method r now propose will give us a material
step forward. None of the Judges like the
work of the court, because it is not in keep-
Ing with their experiencee and training. We
want the employers and tine emiployees to feel
that the Arbitration Count is there to give
thenm that consideration which is necessary to
industrial peace. I think lte Bill will con-.
tribute to that end.

Mr. McCallumn: Other amuendmients were
asked for.

Thne PREMIER: I do nuit propose to put
those other annendinenits before the House
just now. Among then was the qunestion of
the variation of awards. If awards are to
be varied, the court must be able to act with-
out undue delay.

Mr. 'MeCalluni: What about giving the
court power to order thle terms on which
work should he resumned pending the settle-
sieat of a. dispute?

The PREMIER: I do not know that we
could give that power. I know that at times
variations of awards ought to be made, hut
it means getting near to a basic wage, and it
means also itniles of evidence. I hope the
House will pass the Bill, giving effect to this
one amendment now; others which I have
discussed with union representatives and
'iith employers we may get later.

Mr. Hughes: You do not want to put a
political supporter on the bench.

The PREMIER: I do not think that re-
mark ought to have been mnade.

Members: Hear, hear!
The PREMIER: In considering such an

appointment as this, one takes a very serious
responsibility. When the lion. member shall
have lived jn public life for a few years he
will realise that in making an appointment of
this sort one faces the position with a feel-
ing of responsibility that ougbt to be ap-
prciated by everybody. it would be criminal
folly if one were to aripoint any but the
moQ. capable man available. No Premier

would do other than appoint the nman whomt
lie betlieved to lie the best for the job. I do
Viot think I canl be charged with having ever
mnade an appointment wrhich I ought niot to
have nmade. I. hope the Bill will go through
without undue delay. If the amnent be
approved by Panrlianment, the appointment
Van be inile i-cry soon. The Bill will cer-
tainly mnake for industrial peace. It ought
to hie possible to avoid, if not all industrial
trouble, at all events all1 strikes. 1 maov-

That the Bill hoe now n-ead a second timte.

Onl motion by lion. P. Collier, debate ad-
joun ed.

flouse adjourned at 12.1 a.m. (1Wednesday).

leilative Lounct.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
lp~m. and read prayers.

QUESTIOINS (2)-RAILWAYS.

Trac* Crossings.
Ron. R. D. AIIDAGH4 asked the Minister

for Education: 1, What is the life of the
spr-ing frog vrossing--(n) in a busy yard
like Perth or 'Midland; (b) at a country
statiti? 2, What is the life of the rigid
type under the same conditions? 3, Could
not the latter be converted and thus advant-
age taken of the longer life and lower main-
tenanice cost of the former?

Tile MINISTER POE 'EDUCATION rO
plied: 1, (a) Spring crossings are not used
in yards, but only on turnouts on main man-
niung roads; (b) Thle life i-aries according
to the amount and weight of traffic passing
over it. 2, It is impossible to state definitely
the exact difference between the life of the
rlgid and the spring crossing, but the spring
crossing would last longer than the rigid
one. 3, The rigidt crossings could be con-
verted, but there would he no advantage in
dloing so as thne department has plenty of
use for all the rigid crossings in stock, and
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